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PREFACE. 



The Coioners' Inquests and other papers which 
are oontained in this yoAume appeared in the 
"Ozfosrd Chzoniole" in 1808 and 1810. It must be 
confessed that the material was supplied to the 
Editor not from a desire to instruct the readers of 
the "Chronicle," but that by any means some of 
the records of Oxford might be printed for the 
benefit of those to come, and the condition was 
made that before the type was distributed copies 
should be struck off and subeequently issued as a 
book. It is to be hoped that those who find tHis 
volume servicable will feel gratitude both to the 
Editor, who was willing to try the patience of his 
readers, and to those of his readers who assuied 
him that they found the weekly doses palatable. 
It was necessary, of course, to gire the deeds, not 
in their original Latin, but in an English yersion, 
and it was only fair to moisten their dryness by 
notes of a popular character; yet it is hoped that 
these records are in a form which will be found 
adequate by serious students of history. In fact, 
the latest writer on the subject. Dr. J. C. Cox, has 
quoted in his book on Sanctuaries two of the in- 
quests which appeared in the columns of the 
"Chronicle." Coroners' Inquests use fixed terms 
to such an extent that one who is familiar with 
medinval records will have little difficulty in res- 
toring the original Latin from the English version. 



If some of those who acquire this book are tempted 
to find fault because it ia not issued in that sump- 
tuous form which is supposed to be fitting for anti- 
quarian publications, let them remember the pro- 
verb about due behaviour to a gift horse. They 
have here, practically at cost price, what in other 
towns or counties would either cost four times as 
much, or be unattainable; for, as far as is known, 
of no other town have all the Coroners' Inquests 
been printed. The publishers have incurzed ex- 
penses, such as the printing of the Indexes, to 
which they wexe by no means bound, and it would 
be a matter for regret if by theix public spirit they 
found themselves out of pocket. 

In the course of making the Index a few errors 
have been noticed. On page IS, line 27, " Hodmge" 
should be "Toderige"; on page 20, line" 2, **Ay- 
lim " should be " Aylun" ; and in line 15 "part of " 
should be inserted after ''although " ; on page 26, 
line 10, ** de" should be "le " ; on page 27, line 36, 
"Peyntoun " should be "Peyntour " ; and on line 
5 of the next page, the heading of the Inquest on 
page 36 should be "Thomas Fayn," not "Henry 
Wynne," and on page 40, ^'Bichaid le Hason," not 
Henry le Hason." 

H. B. SALTER. 
Dry Sandford, Abingdon, Sept 20th, 1811. 
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CORONER'S INQUESTS. 
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I>iizdngih6COiiZ8eof 1907«ndlB0ethe wlUscf th« 
inhttbitonts of Ozfoid from the year 1520, as found 
in the "Liber Albas,** were printed in the "Oxford 
Ohzoniole," and were subeeqnently issued in a 
pai>er volume; in the present book will be found a 
second seriee of misoellaneouB records of medisBTttl 
Oxford, beginning ivith Coroner'B Inquests. 

▲ oorooer Is, as the name implies, an officer ap- 
pointed to proteot aomf^ot ihe interests of the 
Crown. In the Middle Ages all offences were yiewed 
as a source of profit to that court which had the 
tiying of the ease; and the coroner'tf duty was to 
see that itha King was not defrauded of cases which 
should come before his court. Oases of murder and 
death by misfortune were, In particular, reserved to 
the King, and from the days cf Bdward I. the main 
work of a eoroner was, as now, to hold an inquest 
whenever there wae a sudden or violent death. It 
was his business to make inquiry what was the 
cause of death, and should there be any perquisites 
of the Xing, such as the goods and chattels of the 
felon, he must state what was their value. Subse- 
quently, when the judges came on oixicult to hold 
Assises, £he case would be tried by them, but the 
record drawn up by the coroner at the time of the 
inquest was plaeed before them, and not only 
insured thai fthe case should not be overlooked, but 
also served as evidence. 

When a dead body was found, the following was 
the due procedure in the Jiiddle Ages. iHe who 
found the hodj must at once raise the hue and 
^*j; else there would be grave sospiclon that he 



was the cause of the death. In the next place^ all 
who were within heaziag must run to the spot, 
and any parish or township that was slack in fol- 
lowing up the hue was amerced. Next, the coro- 
ner was fetched, ^ewed the body, and meas- 
ured and recorded the wounds. He would then 
summon a Jury, tn most oases from the four nearest 
parishes or townships, the number of the jury 
varying, as will be seen, from twelve to thirty, ac- 
cording as the coroner thought fit This jury served, 
not to hear evidence, but to supply it, and stated 
from theix own knorwledge or from hearsay what 
had happened. The verdict of the jury might be 
" Natural death," or ** Misadventure," or " Suicide " 
("felon in his own case " to use their term), or 
murder; in the first case, the King received noth- 
ing ; in the second, the cause of death was forfeited 
to the King, and he received its value ; in the last 
two cases, (the goods of the felon were forfeited to 
him. It was the coroner's basiness to record the 
whole process in his roll, and to secure that the first 
finder of the body should be forthcoming when the 
case was tried ; this he did by taking security from 
two of hds friends. It was not necessary that the 
first finder should 'be hound over in this way if the 
victim was conscious when found, and if he re- 
ceived his church rights it was taken as a proof 
that he was conscious, and had lived long enough 
to name the oulpzit 

There were four coroners for the county, bat Ox- 
ford had two ooroosra for itself; possibly at oa^ 
time the north subuab as well had coioaen, but the 



eyi^enoe ie doubtful. Oooronexs liad no i^ay, and 
but little opportunity of extorting bribes, but they 
zeceived a zeoompenfie by being excused from all 
"juries, aasizes, and xeoognitions." In Oxford it 
would be the business of the burgesses to see t^iat 
there 'were fit ooroneie; and by giving them ex- 
emption from borough oflLces or by excusing them 
from attendance at ihe Ifoyor'a Court or the huat- 
ings it would be poesible to secure candidates for 
the post No evidenoe bas ibeen found thai the 
town gave them any xeccnnpenBe in money. 

After the coroner's roUs had been produced at 
the Afisizes, there wse no reason (why they should be 
preserved ; but ft seems that some were taken away 
by the judges, and thus have reached the Record 
Office, wihile others were deposited in the town 



aiohivee, wWe firian f wyne eaw tliem about the 
year 1620, and a few undeciphexable fragments re- 
main to t&is day. In 1881 the Oxford Historical 
Society printed 29 inquests, which the late Professor 
Thorold Rogers had copied from Brian Twyne'a 
notebooks and from a roll in the Bodleian, and the 
Selden Society has printed a few more, but there 
are many besides, partly in Twyne's volumes, and 
partly at the Record Office in London, and it is 
proposed to print bere all the remaining inquests 
that are toiown. The originals, of course, ace in 
Latin, but they lose little by translation; end few 
will deny that they give some glimpses of mediaeval 
Oxford which can be acquired nowhere else. 

H. B. SALTER^ ' 




CORONER'S INQUESTS. 
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DAVID DE TREMPEDHWY ; December 2Z, 1296 

<Ck>Jonei'8 Boll 128; Record OflLoe). 
Oaeee ol the Crown for the time of Adam de Spald- 
ing, Coroner of the town at Oxford ; in the 25th 
year of King Ed-wazd. 

It oame to pass on Sttiurday, the morrow of 8t. 
Thomas the Apostle, in the 2Stii year of King Ed- 
ward, that a clerk named David de Trempedhwy 
died in his lodging, where he abode towards the east 
gate of Oxford. And the eame day he was t ewed 
by Adam de 6pelding, Coroner of Oxford ; and he 
had a wound with, a long knife under the left 
bMast» very deep. An inqueei was held thereon 
the same day before the said coironer by means of 
the four neighbouring parishes, to wit, St. Peter's- 
in-the-East, St. Mary's, St. Mdldred's, and All 
Saints. And all 4he sworn men in the said inquest 
say upon their oath that on Sunday next after the 
feast of St. Nicholas the said Daivid, aibout the hour 
of curfew, took a harlot named i^ristiana, of Wor- 
cester, with him, even to a street called Scolestrete, 
and entered one of the schools, and there certain 
clerks, whose names are unknown, came upon him, 
who were lying in wait for the said David, and 
made an assault on him, and so in that assault he 
was wounded, whereof he died on the Saturday 
aforesaid, and so he lived for twelve days, and had 
all church rights, and never after could it be found 
out who wero guilty of his death. 



Street was the street which ran north and soutth 
past the front of B.N.C. 



JOHN METESCHABP; February 4, 1297 (printed 
Oxford jCity Doaoments, p. ISO; Coroner's Roll, 
128); murdered by "olerks.' 



n 



WILLIAM DB NBUSCHOM ; ApxU 3, 1297 (print- 
ed Oxford City Documents, p. 151) ; killed in a 
ibrsiwl. 



Ik the margin, in f^no^er hand, ** Nought" Sc^^ol 



JOHN LAUEENOE; April 22, 1297 (Coroner's Roll, 

120). 
li came to rpass on Monday, before the feast of St. 
Qeorge-the-Martyr, in the 26th year of King Ed- 
ward, thai John lAureikoe di^ed in his lodging, where 
he abode, in the parish of St. Peter-in-the-Bailey. 
And ithe same day he was viewed by Adam de 
Spalding, ooroner, and he had no wound, but he was 
grievously beaten throughout his whole body. An 
mqueet rwas held 4hereon the same day before the 
said coroner by means of the four nearer parishes, 
to wit, St. Peter's-in-the-'Bailey, St. Michael's North, 
St. Martin's, and All Saints. And all the sworn men 
in that inquest say upon their oath that on Palm 
Sunday a clerk named David de Northampton, when 
it was late, was in the street over against his lodg- 
ing, where he abode in the parish of St. Michael 
North, beneatth the north wall of the town, and as 
he walked he was saying his prayers and orisons ; 
Itn4 the s(|i4 Johu Laoreace came there, meeting 



him, and to cause a stxife poshed him with his 
shoulder onoe and again. And the eald David 
asked him to leave him in peace, and so entered his 
lodging, and immediately the said John came to 
the door of the lodging, and smote upon it twice. 
And Iftie eald David came forth with a staff and 
smote him on the head, so that he fell to the earth, 
and ibeat him with the staff on hie shouldexs and 
back and reins and throughout hie whole body, 
whereof he died on the Monday aforesaid. And so 
he lived through 15 days, and had all church rights. 
However, meanwhile the said David was summoned 
befoire Moeter John Bloyow, at that time commis- 
oaiy of the Chanicellor of the University ol Oxford, 
and the said John Laurence likewise; and by an 
inquest held thereon before the said commissary 
both parties were sentenced to prison. And while 
they were in prison concord was made between 
them by the counsel of the said commissary, and 
they ware both deliverod by him from prison, and 
immediately the aaid Dandd went «way from the 
town, so that he was never afterwards seen or found 
therein, nor could aught be inquired or found 
about his goods. 

The commissary of the Chancellor is now called 
the Vice-OiaDcellor: ttiis Vice-Chanoellor is a cen- 
tury eatrlier than wiy hitherto known. We con- 
clude from the last sentences that John Laurence 
was a clerk as well as DsTid of Northampton. The 
houses on the south side of Ship Street, or Now- 
Iim-(Hall Street, lacing the town wall, were often 
described as "ibeneath the walL" 



MATILDA DB ORIOKELADE ; May 25, 1297 

Ooroner'a BoU, 128). 
U came to pass on Friday, the morrow of Ascen- 
sion, in the 25th year of King Edward, that Matilda 
de Grickelade died in the house where she abode, 
in the paxiah of St. Erideswide, about midnight. 
And on the Saturday next in the morning she was 
▼isrwed by Adam de Spalding, coroner ; and she had 
one wound on the left side of the head, two inches 
long, one inch wide, and one inch deep. An inquest 
was held thereon the same day before the said 
coroner by means of the four nearer parishes, to 
wit^ fit. Erideswide's. Si Midhael's South, St Al- 
date's, and St. Ebbe's. And all the sfworn men in 
the said inquest say upon their oath that on Thurs- 
day, the feast of the Ascension, after the hour of 
curfenr, there was a strife of words between William 
de Wydinione, doorkeeper of Master William Bur- 
naly and a clerk named Robert 4e Acton-Bumel^ 



who lived of the alms of the said Master William ; 
and (thereupon the eaid Robert, with an ashen staff 
which he bore in hie hand, smote the said door- 
keeper once and again, and when he would have 
smitten him a third time the said Matilda, who was 
standing by, leapt forward between them, so that 
she received on her head the blow which the said 
Eobezt purposed to have given to the said door- 
keeper; and thus she bad the said wound whereof 
she died the hour and night aforesaid, but she had 
all church rights ; and the said Robert fled i^mie- 
diately after the deed, so that he could not be se- 
cured nor found ; and he had nought in goods. 



Master William Burnel lived at Burnel's Inn, 
which stood where now is the N.W. quarter of Tom 
Quad. Probably we are meant to understand that 
the "strife of words" was about the alms of Wil- 
liam Burnel ; broken meat was called alnw, and it 
may have been the duty of the door keeper to give 
his master's scraps to the poor scholar. 



JOHN DE GXiASKOW: June 12, 1297 (Coroner's 

RoU 128). 
It came to pass on the morrow of 8t Barnabas 
the apostle, in the 25th year of King Edward, that 
John de Glaskow died in the high street towards 
east gate immediately after the hour which is called 
"directly after noon" {imfnediate poti nonam), and 
immediately he was viewed by Adam de Spalding, 
coroner of Oxford, and he had a deep wound even 
to the ibelly. An inquest was held thereon the same 
day before the said coroner hy means of the four 
neJighbouring parishes, to wit, St. Peter's-in-the- 
East, St. Mary's, All Saints', and St. Martin's. And 
all the sworn men say upon their oath that on that 
day about noon (hora nana) Robert, servant of Ralf 
de Shipton, and Paul, another servant of the said 
Ralf, came and led a red ox through east gate to- 
wards the butchery for slaughtering, and when they 
were come between the churches of St. Mary and 
All Saints the said ox, with great violence, threw 
them to the ground and so escaped from them, and 
the said John came and met it and would have with- 
stood it; and the said ox, with all its might, ran 
at him and with one of ite horns smote him under 
the ribs, and so oairled him on its horn for the 
length of 40 feet and then threw him to the ground, 
and the said John died within the space of one fur- 
long {umui qvarentene) of the road ; and ths said ox 
ran with such violence that none could catch it 
or stop it, and so it esca|)ed out pf th^ town into 



r 



Bullingdon Hundred, .bat Nioholae de Overtcm and 
Walter de Hedindone axe pledges of the eaid Ralf 
to answer for half a marl for the said ox. ^^ 
In the mangin, " Misadventure. ** -^ 

BuUingdon Hundred begins at Magdalen Bridge. 
The ox was considered to be worth 6s. 8d. " Died 
within the space of one furlong" probably means 
that before they had carried him a furlong he died. 



MABGBRY OOIiDE; June 82, 1297 (Cbsroner's Boll 

128). 

It came to pass on Saturday before the feast of 
the Nativity of Bt. John-the-Saptist, in the 25th 
year of King Bdward, that Margery, wife of Adam 
Golde, died in her house where she aflbode, in the 
parish of St Peter-in-the-Bast, and immediately 
she was viewed by Adam de 6palding, coroner. An 
inquest was held thereon the same day before the 
said coroner by means of the four neighbouring 
parishes, to wit, St. Peter's-in-the-£ast, St. Mary's, 
St Mildrid's, and All Saints; and all the sworn 
men in that inquest say ui>on their oath that on 
Friday last the said Adam Oolde and (Margery, his 
wife, had been at a tavern, and were drunk beyond 
measure, and at night when they went to bed the 
said (Margery fixed a lighted candle on the wall by 
their bed, and both entered their bed and Mt the 
candle burning and immediately fell asleep; and 
when the candle had burnt as far as the wall, that 
which remained fell on the straw by their bed, and 
burnt it and the said Margery even to the belly, 
whereof she died on the next day, but she had all 
churteh rights. Asked whether the said Adam her 
husband could have saved her from the fire, so that 
she could have lived, they say upon their oath that 
he could not» because that the same Adam scarce es- 
caped his own death, for that his hands and feet 
were burnt to the bones, so that scarce will he 
recover. 

In the maivln, "Misadventure.** 



The straw mentioned here, and elsewhere, was, of 
course, the common coverincr of the floor. In this 
and other inquests we read of candles "fixed " on 
the wall ; perhaps we are to understand that there 
was a nail or spike projectin^^ from the wall, on 
which they spiked the candle. 



Attehalle» of Walingeford, died in the house of 
Alice, his mother, in the parish of 8t. Michael 
South, and the same day he was viewed by Adam 
de Spalding, coroner, and he had two mortal 
wounds with a knife by the heart even to the belly. 
An inquest was held thereon the same day before 
the said coroner by the lour neighbouring parishes 
of St. Michael South, St Aldate, St Frideswide^ and 
St Ebbe. And all the sworn men in that inquest 
say upon their oath that last night, after eurfew 
had been rung, there was a strife of words between 
the said John and Walter de Eure, smith, and the 
said Walter drew his knife and smote the said John 
twice in the belly and gave him two mortal wounds 
whereof he died, but he lived until day-dawn, and 
he had all church rights. And immediately the 
said Walter fled io the church of the Austin Friars 
without Smethegate, and there in that church he 
kept himself until the next Wednesday; and on 
the said Wednesday the same Walter, before Adam 
de Spalding, coroner, confessed that he had felon- 
iously slain the said John; and he abjured the 
realm of England. And Dover was assigned to him 
as his port And there are goods and chattels of 
the said Walter valued at seven shillings; for 
which sum Andrew de Pyrie, then bailiff of Oxjord, 
will answer. 



The Austin Frian were on the site of Wadham : 
Smith Gate was at the north end of Cat Street, and 
the shop called the iHolywell printing press was 
one of the bastions of the gate. A man who was 
in daniger of arrest might flee for sanctuary to a 
church, but the law allowed him to remain there 
only a certain num/ber of days. Within that time 
he must make up his mind whether he would stand 
his trial or be an exile for life. If he chose the 
latter, he must start for the coast at once, and make 
for that port which he asked might be assigned to 
him. 



JOHN ATTEHASiLE ; Sept. 2, 1287 (Coroner's Boll 

228). 
It came to pass on Monday after the feast of St. 
Qilea, in thQ ^th year of Kin^ Edward, that ^^lui 



BAJBrnHOLOMEW OF WDNKTHENDONE ; Sept 4, 
1287 fXxroner's Boll 128). 
It came to pass on Wednesday after the feast of 
St Giles, in the 2Sth year of Kin« Edward, that 
Bartholomew of Wynchedone came into the town 
of Oxford with two oxen which he would have sold ; 
and immediately a certain John Busseli of Theue- 
nestoke, came tip, whose the oxen were, pursuing 
him and wishing to have him secured by the King's 
bailifliB of Oxford, for that the same Bartholomew 
had stolen the said oxen at the house of the said 
John ^tTheu^nestoke in the paat night ; and the said 



Bartholomew, peioeiving that the aaid John waa 
puiBuing him that he should be seoured, imme- 
diately fled to the ohuich of 6t. Maiy-the-Vixgin. 
And on the next Thuiaday, before Adam de Spald. 
ing, ooioner, he confeeeed that he was a thief of 
the said oxen and oi diven other lobberiee, and 
abjnied the realm ol England ; and Wynehelsey was 
given him as his poirt. And the eame Bartholomew 
had goods and ehattele prioed at the yalne of SOd. ; 
for which Andrew de Pyzie, at that time hailiff ol 
Ozfoirdy will answer. 



In those days theft of this Mnd was pimished by 
death ; lienoe the ease comes before the ooroner. 



TDOIfl&fi AOrrBCIHIBiOHEYB: Feb. 25, 1296 

(Coroner's Boll 128). 
It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of 6t. 
Matthias the Apostle, in the 26th year of King Ed- 
ward, in the morning, that Thomas Attochireheye, 
of Iffley, died in the house of Bichard Pykard, in 
the parish of St. Peter-in*the-Bast ; and immediately 
he was viewed by Adam de Spalding, coroner; and 
he had two mortal wounds, almost through the 
midst of his body. An inquest was held thereon 
the same day before the said ooroner by means oi 
the four nearer parishes, to wit, 6t. Peter's-in-the- 
Bast, 6t. Haiy's, 6t. HUdred's, and AU Saints'. And 
all the sworn men in that inquest say upon their 
oath that the said Thomas came on Sunday last in 
the high street opfposite the church of St. Haiy, 
wishing to go towards Iffley; and there Boger de 
Breeham, clerk, came and smote him with a long 
knife almost to the heart, and Henry de Breoham, 
clerk, smote him with a sword through the midst of 
his <body ; of which wounds the said Thomas died on 
the said Tuesday, but he had all church rights. And 
the said Boger and fHenry fled so that, because of 
the great multitude of other armed clerks that were 
there, they could not be secured, nor could ought 
be found about their goods. 

For the occasion of this murder see the note after 
the next inquest In a contemporary account of 
the outbreak this event is said to have happened 
on the Saturday, not the Sunday. 



FTTLCX) NEYBMYT ; Saturday, March 1, 1296 

(Twyne iv., 77). 

It came to pass on Friday after the feast of St. 
Mathias, the apostle, in the SBth year of the reign 
of King Edward, that Fulco Neyrmyt, clerk, died 
in his lodging where he abode, in the parish of St 



Mildred, Oxford ; and on Saturday following in the 
morning he was viewed by John de Osney, king's 
coroner of the town of Oxford; and he had one 
wound in his left eye with a small arrow even to 
the brain, and so almost through his head. An in- 
quest was held thereon before the said coroner, 
and Adam de Spalding, the other king's coroner, in 
the said town, by the oath of Henry Gobyon, Adam 
Beed, Michael the miller, John de Ferendone, John 
de Oampden, and Bichard Pikard, sworn men of 
the parish of St Peter-in-the-East ; William le 
Plomer, Thomas le Glasier, yrmonger, Walter le 
Keu, Bichard le Grasier, Henry de Bzistoll, and 
Bichard de Hethrop, sworn men of the parish of 
St. Maiy-theVirgin; Bobert de Okie, Philip le 
Ganter, Laurence le Gaunter, Bichard le Gros de 
Achecote, William de Bristol!, archer, Boger le 
Lacer, and Thomas Faber, sworn men of the parish 
of All Saints; Oliver le Taylur, John Dorre, John 
Lenveyse, John de Erdington, and Thomas le Tay- 
lur, sworn men of the parishes of St. Edward and 
St Mildred. And all the said jurors say upon their 
oath, that on Monday the feast of St Mathias, in 
the 26th year of King Edward, the said Fuloo Neyr- 
mit with many other clerks and their manciples 
came in the High Street between the church of All 
Saints and the church of St. Mazy, immediately 
after the ninth hour, with hows and arrows, swords 
and bucklers, slings and stones, and made an as- 
sault on all laymen that they could reach, and many 
they wounded grievously, and they broke into the 
houses and shops of certain laymen, and took and 
bear away the goods and chattels found therein; 
whereby a great hue was raised, so that many lay- 
men came up to disturb the said malefactors. And 
after the said Fulco had shot away all his arrows, 
he then came to the house of Edward de Erkalewe 
and Basilia his wife, hard by the church of St 
Mary^e-V Irgin ; and there, protected by his targe, 
he assaulted the said house with all hie might with 
others of his company, who all wished to enter the 
said house and plunder the goods therein. And the 
said Edward de Erkelawe, standing in an upper 
chamber, defended his bouse with his bow, and 
when the said Fulco peered over the edge of his 
targe, the said Edward shot him in the left eye; 
whereby he died on Friday aforesaid, but he had 
his church rights. 

Thki inquest has been printed by the Selden So- 
ciety from the roll of Adam de Spalding (Coroner's 
Boll, 128). It diffeis in a few points from this ac- 
count, which is by John de Osney, but the only im- 
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Poxtant diffeieoioe is that Adam de Spalding gives 
the name of the arohei ae Edward de 'Hales. The 
conolueion of the story is found in "Ozfoid City 
Booumente," p. 175 (see Twyne iv., 143). Edward 
de Hales was indicted hefore Adam de Spalding 
and committed to prison; but, escaping on Christ- 
mas Day, 1298, he took sanctuary in the adjoining 
church of St. Michael at the North Gate. After re- 
maining there twelve days he surrendered, and ab- 
jured the realm, being given a safe conduct as far 
86 Chester. His goods were valued at 12s., being 
two old feather beds and pillows worth 2b., linen 
and woollen clothes worth 38. 6d., timber worth 48., 
pots and utensils worth 2s, 6d. They were delivered 
to the Hospital of St. John without the East Qate, 
no doubt because he was one of their tenants, and 
by charter they were entitled to the forfeitures of 
their tenants. 

This was a case of Town v. Gown, or, ae our re- 
cord says, clergy v. laity, and was no common dis- 
turbance. Ultimately both sides appealed to the 
king, and among the grievances of the University 
was this, that the townsmen had slain Fulco Neyr- 
mit, "priest and scholar.*' In ancient days there 
was among undergraduates more diversity in age, 
wealth, and position, than there is now ; some un- 
dergraduates were archdeacons, many were priests, 
and some even were parish priests, who were al- 
lowed absence from their parishes; we, therefore, 
need not be surprised to find a priest among 
'^scholars." It must be remembered that in that 
hot-tempered age the behaviour of Fulco was not so 
unbecoming for a "priest and scholar " sa we 
should now deem it. 

If Edward de Hales was a tenant of St John's 
Hospital, his house must either have been the shop 
Immediately west of St. Mary's, at the corner of 
High Street and School Street, or else on the south 
side of the High, facing the church, next but one 
on the west from the comer tenement of Grove 
Street and High 6treet, a tenement recently ao- 
quired by Oriel from Magdalen, and now (alas) part 
of vanished Oxford. 

It must <be remembered that Coronem' Inquests 
give the point of view of the Town ; no clerks were 
ever on a ocroner's jury. It is certain that a jury of 
the University would have given a different account 
of the events. 



morning, that Agnes de Henzey, maidservant of 
Alice la Mercere, of Oxford, was found dead within 
the walls of the house of the said Alice; Simon le 
Gerlondere first found her dead, and immediately 
raised the hue; and immediately she was viewed 
by Adam de Spalding, ooroner, and she wsb all 
burnt by fire. An inquest was held thereon the same 
day before the said coroner by means of the four 
nearer parishes, to wit, St. Martin's, Si, Michael's 
North, St. Peter's-in-the-Bailey, and All Saints. 
And all the sworn men in that inquest say upon 
their oath that on Saturday last the said Agnes was 
drunk, and long after curfew wished to go to her 
bed, where she lay, in a chamber where the most 
part of the straw was by her bed, and she fixed a 
lighted candle on the wall by her -bed, and went to 
bed, and left the candle burning, and immediately 
fell asleep ; and when the candle had burnt even to 
the wall, that which remained fell on the straw, 
and set on fire the chamber and the adjoining house 
(ouZam), and so the said Agnes was burnt to death 
by the fire, together with all the goods that were in 
the chamber. Pledges that the first finder will ap- 
pear, etc., are Thomas Yve, John Davie. 



WILLIAM DE HEYWORIM ; June 17, 1296 (printed 
Oxford City Docs., p. 163) ; murdered by Reginald 
of Holy weU. 



AGNES DE HENXEY ; May 18, 1208 (Coroner's 

Boll,128). 
It oame to pass on Sunday after the feast of the 
Awen^ion, in the EOth year of King Edwaid, in the 



AliSOE TBIVAJLEB; Aug. 9, 1296 (Coroner's Boll, 

128). 
It came to pass on Saturday, the vigil of St. Lau- 
rence, in the 26th year of King Edward, that Alice, 
who was the wife of John Trivaler, and Boger, son 
of the same John and Alice, of the age of 20 weeks, 
were found dead in the parish of St. Mary-the -Vir- 
gin. The said John Trivaler first found them dead 
and immediately raised the hue, and the same day 
they were viewed bj Adam de Spalding, ooroner, 
and they were burnt to death. An inquest was held 
thereon by meems of the four nearer parishes, to wit» 
St. Mary's, St. Peter's-in-the-Bast, St Mildrid's, and 
All Saints. And all the sworn men in that inquest 
say upon their oath thai on Friday last the said 
John and Alice were in a shop where they abode in 
the parish of St. Mary late at night, ready to go to 
bed, and the said Alice fixed a lighted candle on 
the wall by the straw which lay in the said shop, 
so that the flame of the candle reached the straw 
before it was discovered (Umen dtk) tandde prhnqmm 
perupii fuuHtU attiffit ad iiramenl^ and immediately 
the fire spread throughout the shop, so that the 
said Joha and Alioa ssasee eseapsd wtttaonty f orgei- 
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ting that they were leayinig the child behind them. 
And immediately when the eaid Alice remembexed 
that her son was in the fire within, she leapt back 
into the shop to seek him, and immediately when 
fihe entered she was overoome by the greatnees of 
the fire and choked, eo that she could not come out, 
and so she and the said boy were burnt to death. 
Pledges of the first finder that he will appear, etc 
Henry le Fleocher and Roger le Mortimer. 



JOHN BX7BEL; Friday, Sept. 19, 1298 (ICoroner's 

Roll, 128). 

It came to pass on Thursday after the Exaltation 
of Holy Groes, in the 26th year of King Edward, 
that John Buiel died in the town gaol arbout the 
hour of curfew; and on the Friday following in 
the morning he was yiewed by (Adam de Spalding, 
coroner, and he had a mortal wound on the crown 
of his head, eiz inches long and in depth reaching 
to the brain, and on the forehead another wound, 
but not mortal. An inqueet was held thereon the 
same day before the said cooroner by means of the 
four nearer parishes, to wit, St. Michaere North, 
8i Mildred's, St. Martin's, and All Saints. And all 
the sworn men in that inquest say upon their oath 
that the said John Butel on the said Thursday was 
at a beer-tavern late at night, at the house cl 
Thomas de Stauntone, with other clerks from Ire- 
land ; and one Nicholas de TTilezs, a clerk from Ire- 
land, and one John de Suthfolk, with certain other 
clerks, were sitting in the same house drinking in 
a fellowship apart and not with the othezs. At 
length there arose a strife of words between the said 
parties, and so all went forth from the house in 
contention ; and immediately after they came into 
the street, John Burel drew his sword and instantly 
assaulted the said Nicholas, and he, as best he 
could, fied away, raising the hue ; and likewise John 
de Suthfolk fled; and the said John Burel ever 
pursued them with all his might with his sword 
drawn, and would have killed them. And the said 
Nicholas, seeing that he could in no way escape 
the peril of death, drew his sword, and, repelling 
force by foroe in self defence, kst he should be 
slain, he smote the said John Burel on the fore- 
head, but not mortaUy; and none the less the said 
John attacked the said Nicholas with his sword 
more Ti(dently, swiftly, and bitterly than he had 
done befoope; and when he would, and should, have 
slain the said Nicholas, there came John de Suth- 
folk, and with a hatchet called "a eparthe," which 
he had in his hand, be smote the said John Buxel 



on the crown of the head, so that from that wound 
he died, as ie aforesaid ; and at once by reason of 
the hue that had before been raised by the eaid 
Nicholas a multitude of people came up, and so all 
were secured and imprisoned, and there John Burel 
died, as aforesaid. And afterwards the said Nicho- 
las, before H. de Brantestone and I. Neyiimyt, jus- 
tices assigned for a gaol-delivery at Oxford, was de- 
livered by a verdict of the district; and John de 
Suthfolk before the same justices was convicted of 
the murder by a verdict of the district^ and because 
he was a clerk he was delivered to the Bishop of 
Lincoln. 



A sparthe is the same as a halberd. The punish- 
ment of John de Suffolk would be imprisonment in 
the bishop's prison at Banbury. There he might 
remain from two to five yean or more, but ulti- 
mately, if he did not die of gaol-fever or cold» he 
would have to be released, when his place was 
wanted for other cziminale. The higher taverns 
were wine-taverns ; this was only a beer-taveriL All 
the parties were what would now be called lander- 
graduates. 

Up to this point we have had a complete record 
of inquests for 20 months; f<» the next 43 yeaxs we 
have a few isolated oases. 



MARGBRY OF HEREFORD ; April 27, 1299 (print- 
ed in Oxford City Documents, p. 154, from Twyne iv. 
14^; murdered by a clerk, whose name was not 
known. 



ROBERT DE LA M AROHE ; Jan. 18, 1300 (printed 
in Oxford Ci^ Documents, p. 152, from Twyne iv. 
33, but wrongly dated); murdered outside North 
Gate on Sunday night by a clerk from Ireland ; the 
coroners were Thomas Lysewys and John de Oseney. 



ROGER, SON OF EMMA DE HEREFORD ; April 
23, 1300 (printed in Oxford City Documents, p. 155, 
from Twyne iv. 146) ; on April 21, the Archdeacon of 
Bucks, a young Italian named Boniface de Saluciis* 
made a great feast; there is reason for thinking 
that it was his inception-feast, the feast given on 
taking a degree; Emma was injured in the press 
and the child was born dead next day, yet seems 
to have received a name. 



WILLIAM DE BAN<30R ; August 2, 1300 (printed 
in Oxford Citj Documents, p. 166, iSrom Twyne iv. 



l43) ; he was a olerk from Ireland, and was drowned 
z&ear Medley, bathing. 



And the said jurors say on their oatk that no 
is to be blamed far his death. 
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GERVAGE, SON OF JOiHN MADDAK; Aug. 16, 
1300 (printed in Oxford City Documente, p. 156, from 
Twyne iv. 146); he was a olork from Wales, and 
was murdered in Takely's Inn, in St. Mary's parish, 
now approximately 106, High Street. The coroners 
<axe John de Oseney and William de Fenoote, if 
Twyne copied the original correctly. 



ROGER DB METHAM. Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 1300 

(Twyne xxiii. 168). 
It came to pass on Saturday after the feast of St. 
Andrew, in the twenty-ninth year of the reign of 
King Ed'ward, that Roger de Metham, clerk, of the 
age of sixteen yean, died in his lodging where he 
dwelt in the parish of St. Mildrid ; and at the re- 
quest of some of his friends he was viewed the same 
day by John de Oseney coroner; and he had no 
wound or other apparent injury. However, on the 
same day an inquest was held before the said coro- 
ner by the oath of Simon le Barber, Thomas le 
TaUlar, Robert le Saucer, Alan (t) Hexelon, Robert 
le Oouper and Richard de Bumoestre, sworn men 
of the parish of St MUdrid, Henry le Ro8» Philip 
le Gaunter, William de BristoU, Robert de Ocle and 
Thomas le Lormer, sworn men of the parish of All 
Saints; John de Bedefoid, Walter de Grafton, 
Richard de Ckysinton, Richard le Ghrasier, John de 
Colesboum and Adam de Sutton, sworn men of 
the parish of SL Michael North; Peter le Seler, 
Simon de Bradeweye^ John de Odiham, Henry de 
Birktoll, John de Bulbume and Henry de Pokelyn- 
ton, sworn men of (he parish of St. Mary-the-Vir- 
gln. And all the said jurors say upon their oath 
that, on Saturday last the mozzow of St Catherine 
virgin, the said Roger at the hour of vespers was at 
the Old Hall called Baylolhall to have games 
{soma ludendi) with some scholars of his own dis- 
trict who abode there; and he ascended into an 
upper room, and as he was on a certain gallery 
{oriole) outside the door of the said upper room, he 
leant upon a piece of wood that was let in (injuno- 
tun), secured transversely to two posts; the wood 
being weak broke, and the said Roger fell to the 
ground ; and those who were present took him and 
brought him to his lodging; and because of the 
anguish of the fall he contcacted a fever, and so 
from that fever he sickened with sore illness, of 
which illness he died on the said day ; but he lived 
for six whole days and had all bis church rights. 



Old Balliol Hall was so called because the scho- 
lars of Balliol were lodged there before they had 
buildings of their o'.vn. It was on the north side 
of Horeemonger Street (i.e., Bxoad Street) next but 
two to the corner; it was the property of the TJni- 
venity, and was known as Spazrow Hall. In 1427 
it was acquired by Balliol College. It is possible 
that at this time it was rented by Balliol College. 
If so, Roger de Metham would be a north-country 
man ; for Balliol was recruited from the north, and 
we are told that he was from the same district 
ipatria) as those who lodged at Old Balliol HalL It 
is interesting to learn the age of an undergraduate. 
The unsoundneas of the building and the desire for 
the company of men of your own distriot are both 
characteristic of Medinval Oxford. 



JOHN DB RYPON; Dec 18^ 1300 (printed in Ox- 
ford City Documents^ p. 157, £rom Oxon Roll, Na 30, 
in the Bodleian) ; murdsied by Richard de Malteby, 
who escaped. 

HENRY DE BUCKINGHAM, clerk; Deo. 22, 1300 
(printed in Oxford Citgr Documents, p. 15^ from 
Oxon Roll, No. 30); died of a wound received from 
highwaymen at a place called White Cross, near 
Oxford. 

ROBERT DB HONITON, clerk; Jan. 5, 1301 
(printed in Oxford City Documents, p. 158, from the 
same loU, also Twyne iv. 115) ; on New Year's Eve 
he went up the tower of St Michael's to help ring 
the -bells, and fell through a trap-door. 



SIMON LE PEURE AND ALAN, SON OP WIL- 
LIAM ; June 26, 1301 (printed in Oxford City Docu- 
ments, p. 158, from the same roll); they were mur- 
dered by unknown highwaymen at Wycrolt on the 
way to Wolvercote. 



HUGH RUSSEL, clerk from Wales ; Dec. 7, 1301 
(printed in Oxford City Documents, p. 160, from 
the same roll, also Twyne iv. 115); murdered by 
Master Elyas de Montgomery. 



JOHN DE NEIJSHOM, clerk and teacher of 
boys; Dec. 7, 1301 (printed in Oxford aty Docu- 
ments, p. 161, from the same roll, also Twyne iv. 
115); one afternoon he climbed into a willow tree 
on the banks of the Gharwell, new Magdalen 



to 



Bridge, ooUecting twigs for « birch to ^hiBtiiw tlie 
iMsyB, and fell into the miU-pool of Temple Mill 
and was drowned. His wife oame to look tcfi him 
and found his body. 



JOHN DE OAMPSLAPE, elerk; Dec 9i 1301 
(printed in Oxford City Docoments, p. 16S, from the 
same roll, also Twyne iy. 115); he wae killed in 
Cat Street opposite Magna Soola, attempting to stop 
the qoazrel of two clerks. Magna 6cola was another 
name for Hereboren Hall, on the east side of Cat 
Street^ a little sonth of All Sonk' 



WILLIAM DB BUFFORD; Monday, Feb. 26, 1302. 

(Twyne iv. 197). 
It came to pass on Sunday the morrow of St 
Matthias the apostle, in the thirtieth year of King 
Edward, that William de Bufford, baker, died in 
his house wheie he dwelt in Little Bailey, Oxford, 
in the parish of St. Ebbe, virgin, after the hour of 
Tespers, and on Monday next in the morning he 
was viewed by Thomas Lisewys^ king's cordner of 
the town of Oxford, and he had one wound on hie 
left shoulder with a sword ; it was six inches long 
and two inches deep, but was not mortal ; also he 
had another wound on his left side^ which was 
mortal, one inch long, half ^an-inoh broad, and two 
inches deep; and the same day an inquest was 
held before the said coroner by the oath of Wil- 
liam de Pussey, William de [blank], Walter le Chir- 
reour, Nicholas de Oomubia, tailor, Bobert le Ho- 
sier, Henry de Oclee, Richard Sutor, and John de 
Cfhamle, sworn men of the parish of St^ Ebbe; 
Henry de Astoun, Adam^de Tilheist^ Hugh le Couper, 
William Browne, John Sutor, and Henry de New- 
botle, sworn men of the parish of St. Peter in the 
Bailly; William de Burnoestre, Bobert de C^tre, 
Peter de Staunton, William de Chippenham, and 
John Beneyt, sworn men of the parish of St. Mar- 
tin; Geoffrey de Langford, Thomas de Aycton, 
Hf^ry Beneyt, (Geoffrey Faber. Richard de Bloun- 
ham, and John Bishop, fishmonger, of the parish 
of St. Aldate. And all the said jurors say upon 
their oath, that on Wednesday after the feast of 
the Purification of St Mary the Virgin the said 
William stood in the door of his house immedi^ 
ately after curfew, and John de Bellgrave and John 
de Cliffe, clerks, came there and made an assault 
on the said William; and John de Cliffe with a 
sword gave him the aforesaid wound on the shoul- 
der, and John de BeUgrave with a dagger (sumK- 
corde) gave him the said wound on the left side, 



whereof he died; tot he lived for 17 days after he 
was wounded, and had all his church rights. They 
say also that William de Cliffe and Richard Bar- 
ret, olerios, were in their company, but did him no 
evil. And after the said deed at once they all fled, 
except John de Bellgrave, who was secured (el- 
taekiahu) and detained in the pxison of the town. 
And afterwards the Chancellor of the University 
demanded that he should be delivered to him to 
his own prison as being his scholar, because Mas- 
ter Roger, surgeon, testified by oath, which he 
made to the said University, that there was no des- 
pair of the life of the said William from the said 
wounds; wherefore John de Bellgrave was deliver^ 
ed to the said Chancellor on Friday before the 
feast of St Matthias, and the said Chancellor re- 
leased him from the said prison on the Saturday, 
on security (cauHo) which John de Bellgrave de- 
livered to him. And immediately after he was re- 
leased he withdrew from the town, and never after- 
wards was seen therein. 

Little Bailey is now St Ebbe's Street The Uni- 
versity had no prison of its own, but we gather 
from this inquest that the Chancellor had a separ- 
ate portion of Bocardo, and that his prisonezswere 
not kept with the prisoners of the town. As the 
Chancodloir might not try cases where the offence 
was to be punished by death, the certificate of 
MsBter Ralf was necessary to make it a case of 
mere brawling. 



JOHN QODFRBY, of Bins^; Aug. 12, 1302 
(printed in Oxford City Documents, p. 163, from 
Oxon Roll Na 30)* He fell out of a boat crossing 
from Botl^ Mead to Wyke. 



WILLIAM DB ROULB ; Friday, Feb. 22, 1303. 
(Twyne xxiH 625). 

It came to pass on Thursday, the vigil of St 
Peter In (Cathedra, in the 31st year of King Edward, 
about midnight, that a clerk named William de 
Roule from the bishoprio of Durham died in his 
lodging where he abode in the parish of St Mil- 
dred, and on the Friday next in the morning he 
was viewed by Thomas Lysewye^ coroner, etc. The 
jurors say upon their oath that one Louis, of North 
Wales, clerk, and one David ab Oweyn, clerk, of 
Wales, and others whose names are unknown, were 
in a street called School Street about the hour of 
curfew; and two of the companions of the said 
William de Boule, who were outside Smithgate, 
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oame ihera, and when they would paea, Lovda and 
the othem assanlted them, and at onoe they raised 
the hue'; whioh when the said William heard as 
he was in his lodging, he came forth with a staff 
to help hds oompanions; and the said malefactors 
at once beat him, whereof he died ; but he had aAl 
church rights. 

Twyne has only giy«n part ol this inquest. Smith- 
gate was at the north end of Cat Stieet» while 
School Street lay about 40 yards to the west. 



ADAM DB 8ARUM ; Monday, March 25, 1303 (Twyne 

iv. 39. 

Memorandum that on Monday, the feast of the 
Annunciation, in the 31st year of the reign of King 
Bdward, son of King Henry, Thomas de Sarum 
found Adam de Sarum, his brother, slain ; and the 
same day there was a Tiew of him before Thomas 
de Leeewys ; the said finder found pledges, namely, 
Richard de Bnderby and John de Leohe. He had 
a wound in his face with a knife reaching to the 
throat on the left side and another wound in his 
shoulder on the left side. And the same day an 
inquest was held foefoore the said ooroner by the 
oath of Simon de Fencote and other jurazs. And 
all the JuronB say on their oath that on Sunday the 
vigil of the Annunciation, in the 31et year of King 
Edward, after the hour of vespers, as the said 
Adam was in the High Street towards East Gate, 
and was playing at ball with the others, there came 
Thomas de Keting of Ireland, clerk, and Walter le 
Whit, clerk, of Ireland, and Willock, attendant 
igartio) of David de Bren of Ireland ; and the said 
William took the said Adam and held him so that 
he could not move ; and thereupon the said Walter 
struck him on the head with his fist, so that he 
fell to the ground ; and as he rose, the said Thomas 
de Keting struck him with a long knife in the face 
by the mouth and so even to the throat, and at once 
struck him again with the same knife on the left 
shoulder; whereof he died the next night about 
midnight ; but he had his church rights. And they 
say that the said Thomas was lodged at Chymney- 
hall in St. John's Street, but hed no chattels as 
they believe. Also they say that the said Walter 
and Willok were lodged at Schildhall in Kibald 
Street; but they say that Willok has nothing, but 
Walter had at his said lodging clothes and books, 
but they knew not of what value. They say also 
\^^X Philip de Kendy was at the ea|d death, and 



dwells at Scheldhall, and had there books and 
dothes ; but they know not of what value. 

Twyne has omitted the names of the jury and 
perhaps somewhat more; for the coroner's roll 
generally states what was become of the murderers ; 
nor is it dear why the fixst finder should find 
pledges, if Adam lived to receive his church rights. 
It is probable that Adam de Sarum was a clerk, or 
as we should say undergraduate, who was murdered 
by Irish undergraduates. We have here a picture 
of one type of the medinval undergraduate, a 
ruffian fierce and penniless. Notice, that on Sun- 
days after vespers (which must have been said a 
good while 2)efore sunset) the clerks played ball in 
the High towards its lower end. Dr. Bashdall, in 
his History of TTniversities, has remarked how few 
were the games of the undergraduates in the Middle 
Ages, but no doubt they played at football, which 
wae well known then ; and we read of some game 
which they played in summer in the fields outside 
Oxford. Thus on Sunday, May 28^ 1307, certain 
clerks returned to Oxford in the evening through 
the East Gate ^ from their games in the open fields" 
(Oxford City Documents, p. 167); on Tuesday, Aug. 
25, 1306, eight clerks made a disturbance near St 
Aldate's as they were returning in the evening from 
a game in C6umede, the meadow south of Folly 
Bridge (Oxford City Documents, p. 1773). Cricket of 
s kind is mentioned in the Hustengs Court of Mon- 
day, March 17, 1292 (Twyne xxiii. 661): ''Henry le 
Soper and Rose his wife make complaint of Godfrey 
Faber and John Faber, that when the said Henry 
and Rose were in their shop for the purpose of 
selling their goods, vis., girdles, gloves, silk, and 
other mercery, on Wednesday, the feast of St. Gre- 
gory, after dinner, in All Saints' pariah, there came 
William and John playing in the street with a club 
and a great ball, and with the dub and ball they 
knocked into the mud the goods of Henry and Rose 
that were in their shop, and trod upon them ; and 
not content therewith they took the said Henry 
and smote him and beat him and evil entreated 
him, and Rose likewise they 'beat and evil entrea- 
ted, and threw her on the ground, to the damage of 
Henry and Rose to the value of twenty shillingB." 
As there is mention of only one club this game 
cannot have been hockey. The offenders in this 
case were townsmen, but no doubt undergraduates 
had the same game. We also hear of skittles, and 
about the time of Henry VIII. there was a tennis- 
court at the back of the London and County Bank. 

In oi»r record Willok Je another form of William ; 
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if hillock meanB little hill, Willok would mean 
little' Will. Eibald Street lan from King Street to 
GroTe Street, and lay between Merton Street and 
the High. St. John's Street is now Meiton Street. 
Afi the aesailants were all from Ireland, it is pro- 
ibable that the murder was due to one of those feuds 
in the University which were common in the Middle 
Ages, the undergraduates of one district or country 
oar nation banding themselves against those of an- 
other district or country. 



JOHN DE OSQODEBT; June 14, 1303 (printed 
Oxford City Documents, p. 164, from Oxon Boll No. 
30); he wss murdered by olerks. See also Twyne 
168. 



MOBICIUS DB OOBE ; June 8, 1304 (Twyne iv. 102). 
Memorandum that Moriee de Cork of Ireland, 
olerk, escaped from the King's prison of the town 
of Oxford on Monday (June 1) next after the feast 
of Si Augustine, first apostle of the English, and 
fied to the church of QU Michael at the North Gate, 
in the thirty-second year of King Edward ; and he 
acknowledged before John Wyth, King's coroner of 
the town of Oxford, that he had broken prison 
feloniously, and he abjured the realm of England 
before the said coroner on Monday the feast of St. 
William, archbishop; and Dover was assigned to 
him foor a port, etc. And he had money in the 
hands of Alice de Erdinton, vis., 36. 6d., which re- 
mains in the hands of Hugh Oary and William de 
Burnoestre, bailifb of Oxford, until the King's 
justices, eta 

As Mocioe took refuge in 6t Michael's, we may 
assume that the prison was Booardo, not the prison 
in the Csstle. He was evidently accused of felony, 
but it need not have been murder ; for death was 
then the penalty for many crimes short of murder. 
Having abjured the realm, his goods were forfeited, 
and if he returned to England he was treated as an 
outlaw. In the present case the forfeited goods 
were to remain in the hands of the bailifife of Ox- 
ford, who^ rather than the Mayor, were the repre- 
sentatives of the King's interests; and when the 
itinerant judges came to Oxford, the bailifEs would 
account to them. 



BOBBBT ATTBWYNDTATE ; Tuesday, Mandi 2, 

1306 (Twyne iv. 27). 
It oame to pass on Monday after the feast of St 
Mathias the apostle, in the 33rd year of the reign 
Of King; Bdwaxd, that Bobert Attewyndyate, of Tre- 



feld, died in the Hospital of St. John without the 
East Gate of Oxford about the third hour; and 
the same day he was viewed by Thomas Lisewys 
and John Wyth, king's coroners of the town of Ox- 
ford ; and he had no wound nor any injury, except 
only that the flesh and the bones of his first finger 
on his right hand were utterly broken in two places 
on either side of the middle joint, and his right 
arm was swollen up to the body. And on Tuesday 
next following an inquest was held before John de 
Weston, who took the place of the said coxoneie^ 
•because on the Monday aforesaid they went by writ 
of the king to Westminster to the king's parliament. 
And Symon de Fencote, Henry de Yftele, Walter 
Culverd, Adam Beid, William le Barber, and Walter 
de Hayle, sworn men of the parish of St. Peter-in- 
the-East; Everaxd le Pester, Thomas de Orlyens, 
William de Wodeford, Bobext de Oaunterbury, John 
le Plomer, Thomas de Wycumbe, Henry le Gaunter, 
and BaU de Kerseye, sworn men of the parish of 
St Michael South; Bichaid de Morton, Gboffrey 
Scot, Geoffrey de Henxey, Thomas de Morem', 
Geoffrey de Langford, and Nicholas Brutes, sworn 
men of the parish of St Aldate; Walter de Bum- 
cestre, Thomas le Warde, Biohard de Bloxham, 
John de Norton, and John Beneyt, sen., sworn men 
of the parish of St Martin, say upon their oath 
that on Saturday befoire the feast of St. Peter in 
Qathedra the said Bobert Attewyndyate had cleaned 
a stable without the south gate of Oxford, and had 
carried the dung into the street that he might take 
it away with the cart of Thomas de Heruoey his 
master; and William, of Compton-in-Heimemersh, 
a servant iiervieru) oi clerks, oame and oarried away 
of the said dung into the close of the clerks, whose 
servant he was ; and when the said Bobert saw it, 
he said that he should carry away no more; and 
the said William would not <:ease; wherefore the 
said Bobert would have disturbed him, and the 
said William smote him with a flail itrUmla) which 
he had in his hand on his finger, so that he broke 
it in two plaoes, and immediately the whole arm 
began to swell even to the body by reason of the 
anguish (anguttia) of that blow, and so forthwith he 
began to sicken ; wherefore he was brought to the 
hospital aforesaid, and there he lay until the said 
Monday, on which day he died; but he lived 
through nine days, and had all his church rights ; 
and the said William fled immediately after the 
deed, so that afterwards he was never seen in Ox- 
fctrd, nor had he any goods or chattels. 



St John's Hospital was on the §ite of Magdalen 
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OoUege. M«di»Tal Hospdtalfi weze for the most 
part plaoee whexe the &ged and infirm could end 
their days, but this inquest ehows that they aleo 
received thoee who had been hurt The ooroaieis 
were in this year summoned, not to be menibeiB of 
Parliament, but to produce their rolls •before Par- 
liament 



PHILIP PORT; Monday, Meicih 8, 1305 (Twyne 

iy. 27). 
It came to paaa on Monday after the feast of St 
Gregoxy, pope, in the thirty-third year of King Ed- 
ward, that Philip Port of Weaitwall was found dead 
in the parish of fit Peter4n-the-£ast about the 
ninth hour 'beneath the north wall of the town; 
and Richard de Cantebrigg first found him dead 
and at once raised the hue ; and the same day he 
was viewed by Ralf de Hampton and John Fraun- 
ceys who had 'been chosen in the presence of the 
mayor and bailififs to view him, because the coro- 
ners of the town by the King's writ were at that 
time gone to the King's Parliament. And the said 
Philip was wounded in the front of his head from 
one ear to another, so that all his brain was scat- 
tered outside; and he had another wound across 
his face to within the teeth, four inches long and 
one inch wide, and his right hand was cut off and 
lay beside him, and as it seemed to all who were 
there he had been wounded on the head with a 
hatohet> called in English sparth (= halberd). And 
the same day an inquisition was held before the 
same Ralf and John by the oath of Robert de 
Wyleby, Walter Culverd, Henry de Roi, John de 
Aldeburgh, William Attenoke, William le Barber, 
Simon de Fencote, Hugh de Barton, Adam de Towe, 
Henry de Yftele, sworn men of the parish of St 
Peter-in-the-East; William de Milton, John de 
Stafford, William de Stourton, Richard de Hethrop, 
Robert le Grasier, and John de Campden, sworn 
men of the parish of St Mary-the-Virgin ; Geoffrey 
de Manneby, Robert de Ocle, Eudo le Gaunter, 
Thomas le Loksmyth, Ralf de Stokenchirch, Henry 
de Lichfeld, Thomas Aungel, and Thomas le 
Chamre, sworn men of the piarish of All Saints; 
Simon le Barber, Nicholas de Comubia, John de la 
March tailor, Reginald le Tayllur, Geoffrey and 
Thomas de Rouleaham. And all the said Jurors say 
upon their oath that John de Berdon, of the county 
of Leicester, manciple of la Vignehall, in Kibald 
Street, on Sunday last, late in the dusk of the even- 
ing, came to the lodging where the said Philip 
abode, in the parish of St. Peter-in-the-East, and 
as he was in his chamber called "^^m and asked 



him to come with him to a beer tavern, promising 
that he would give him drink; and he came out 
and went with him ; and John after drinking with- 
drew ; and so Philip began to go towards his lodg- 
ing after curfew, and when he came to the corner 
under the wall towards East Gate, five clerks whose 
names they knew not came and made an assault on 
him ; and he would have fled from them ; and they 
followed him and caught him and wounded him as 
aforesaid, and slew him, and at once they fled. And 
they say that they know not the names of any of 
them, nor where they dwelt ; but they say certainly 
that John de Berdon was the principal cause of his 
death, and that it was through him that the Ave 
clerks committed the said felony. Pledges of Rich- 
ard, the finder, that he will appear before the 
judges when they come into those parts for the 
next assizes, are Adam de Essex and Hugh de 
Burton. 

It will be noticed that although the murder was 
committed on Sunday night and not VTithout being 
witnessed, yet the body was not "found" until 
three o'clock on Monday afternoon. Are we to con- 
clude that all who passed by made a point of look- 
ing the other way, lest they should have to appear 
at the next assises as "first finder "? The murder 
was committed in what is now New College garden. 
There was at that time a road on the inside of the 
north and east walls, and as Philip was returning 
to his lodging, at the north-east corner of the city 
*' under the wall leading towards the East Gate," 
he was attacked, and the body was found a few 
yards farther on ''under the north wall." ** Under 
the wall " in old days generally meant "on the in- 
side of the walls." 



ROBERT LE WYTHER; Wednesday, June 9, 1505 

(Twyne iv. 85). 
It came to pass on Tuesday before the feast of 
St. Barnabas^ in the thirty-third year of King Ed- 
ward, that Robert le Wyther was found dead in the 
water of the Thames at the Hithe^ in the parish of 
St Thomas-th~ Martyr; and Agnes de Lichefeld 
first found him dead, and immediately raised the 
hue. And the same day he was viewed >by John 
Wyth, king's coroner of the town of Oxford, but he 
had no wound on him or other injury. And on 
Wednesday following an inquest was held thereon 
before the said coroner by the oath of Henry de 
Lamboum, William de Barton, Richard de Tiwe, 
John Aleyn, Henry de Beumont, Henry Sutor, Wil- 
liam Tropinal, Roger de (Halughton, John de Botelo 






j; . . . . 

flsher, Bkibard Aleyn, Robert Pope, and Bobert de 
Briddtethorn, eworn men of the paiish of St 
Thomas-ihe-Mertyr; Walter Lund', Walter de Eyne- 
shaxn, Walter le Marohal, Thomas le Tayllur, John 
de Wileby, Hemry de Neubotle, aodi Thomaa de 
Bloxham, swoom men of the parish of St. Peter-in- 
the-Bailly ; Adam de Sutton, Peter le Curieur, John 
de Bedeford larimcir, John de Ck)ttiaford lorimer, 
John le Malyer, and Thomee le Tayllur, sworn men 
of the parish of St Michael North ; John de Shere- 
bume, Roger Levesooi, John de Oaversfeld, Adam le 
Llndraper, and Nicholas de Welles, ewom men of 
the pariflh of St. Martin. And all the said* JurooB 
say upon their oath that on Thursday next after the 
feast of St. Augustine apostle, in the year afoieeaid, 
the eaid Robert le Wyther and a certain Hugh, 
whoee name they do not know, who lived with the 
monks of the order of St. Benedict by Oxford, were 
after dinner in a boat with turves for the uee of 
the eaid monks ; and beoauee the boat was too much. 
laden with the turves, it began to sink in deep 
water ; and the eaid Hugh eoarce e8oai>ed', amd the 
said Robert was drowned by misfortune. And they 
say of a surety that no one else is to be blamed 
for his death. Pledges of the said flndreee, that she 
will appear before the judges, are John de la Hithe 
and William le Tayler. And the boat wae valued 
at 4s. 6d., by the oath of twelve juroie; for which 
William de Burenoester and Riohard de Waleden, 
bailiffs of the town of Oxford, will cmewer. 
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The hithe, or landing place, was aibove Hithe 
Bridge, now called High Bridge. The Benedictine 
monks were at Qloocester College, now Worcester 
College, just oppoeite the hithe. The parieh of St 
Thomas extended about 100 yards north of Hithe 
Bridge, on both banks of the river. It may be 
noticed that although the death took place in 
North Gate Hundred, the inquest was held by the 
town coroner. The boat, or its value, was forfeited 
to the king, being known as a deodand. 



BDMUND DB LI7ND0N ; Monday, June 14, U05 

<Twyne iv. 85). 
It came to pass on Saturday, the morrow of St. 
Barnabas the apostle, in the thirty-third year of 
King Edward, that Edmund de London, derk, was 
found dead in the water of the Thames which flows 
between the dose of the friars of the order of 
Preachers and the meadow called Estham by Ox- 
ford. And Hugh de Bouiion flnt found him dead 
and raised the hue. And the same day he was 
viewed hj John W^th, kind's ooroi^er of tbe town 



of Oxford, and on Monday following an inquest was 
held thereon by the oath of John de la Lavendrye, 
William de Thomele, Walter de Hereford, John de 
Thomele, Nicholas de Emyntone^ William de Pueey, 
Adam de Ilynesham, and Edmund de Rollendright, 
swam men of the parish of St. Ebbe; Henry de 
Neubolte^ WiUiam Brom, John Culbell. William de 
St. Aldate, William de Chippenham, and Walter 
le Marchal, sworn men of the parish of St. Peter-in- 
the-BaiUy; Adam de Tilhurst, Robert de Quenyn- 
ton, Richard de Bloxham, and Walter de Buren- 
oestre^ sworn men of the parish of St. Martin; 
Qeoffrey le Mazchal, John Bishop fishmonger, 
Thomas de Morton, Thomas de Boys, William le 
Bailer, Richard de Ouaring, William de Crekelade^ 
and Simon Selifoid, swam men of the parish of St. 
Aldate. And all the said jurom say upon their oath 
that on Friday last after dinner the said Edmund 
•bathed in that water by himself, and thus he was 
drowned there by misfortune; and no one else is 
to be blamed for his death. Pledgee, that the said 
flnder will appear before the judges of the king, 
are John de Denton and Riohard le Hayle. 



The Preaching Friars, or Black Friars, were 
settled in the south suburb on the west side of 
Grandpont between Trill Mill stream on the north 
and the Thames on the south. 



RICHARD DB TODBRIQB; July 85, 1306 (Twyne 

iv. 38). 
It came to pass on Sunday next after the feast of 
SL Margaret Virgin, in the 33rd year of the reign 
of King Edward, that Richard de Toderige clerk, 
who served in the church of St Martin, died in the 
said church about the first hour; and immediately 
he was viewed by John Wyth, king's coroner of 
Oxford : and he had one wound on the top of his 
head with a sword; it was three inches long, and 
in depth even to the bones of the head. And the 
same day an inquest was held thereon before the 
said coroner by the oath of Walter de Bumcestre, 
Adam de Tilhurst, William de Byneeham, John de 
Shiiebum, Robert de Quenynton, and Adam le 
Lindraper, sworn men of the parish of St Martin; 
Robert le Marchal, Richard de St Frideswyda, 
Thomas de Morton, Qeofbey de Henxey, Qeoffxey 
de Langford, and John de Wycumbe, sworn men 
of the parish of St Aldate; Thomas de Wycumbe, 
Robert de Trillemull, Gilbert de <f)Nampton, John 
de Tiwe^ Nicholas le Sehephurde, William de 
Tiwe, and Everard le Pestur, swam men of the 
parish of St Mio|iael South; Ralf de CokkeeweU| 
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Qilbert de Bob, Andrew le BrimBteT, «nd John le 
Beste, sworn men of the parish of St. Bdward. 
And all the said jurors say upon their oath that on 
Monday last, at the hour of curfew, the eaid Rich- 
ard went to conduct a oerttain Gristina daughter of 
Bohert le Parmenter from the house ci the i>arson 
of the church of St. Martin to the house of Gristina, 
widow of Boger de Trille Mull, where Gristina 
daughter of Robert dwells, without the South Gate 
of Oxford; and when he came within the said 
gate on his return and wished to go to the church 
of St. Martin, where he lay every njght, there came 
Philip Lewelyn, clerk, of March, abiding at Trill- 
mill Hall, and smote the qaid Richard with a 
sword, and gave him the wound aforesaid, whereof 
he died on the said day, but he had all his church 
tights. They say also that Richard de Shirebume, 
clerk, abiding at Bolehalle, was there consenting 
to the deed, and had a sword drawn ; but he did 
not smite the said Richard. They say also that 
Baldwin de Stonore, clerk, was there with a drawn 
sword and with his buckler, and w^ consenting to 
the deed ; and immediately thereafter they all fled. 
The said Baldwin, who was secured, is detained in 
the gaol of the town of Oxford; of the goods of 
Philip and Richard nothing could be ascertained. 



Richard de Hoderige was apparently parish clerk 
of St. Martin's. Trillmill Hall was outside South- 
gate. Bole Hall in Pennyf arthJng <ie., Pembroke) 
Street, on the north side not far ftom Fish Street 
(« St. Aldate's Street), was and still is the property 
of Merton GoUege, but of xecent yeais it has been 
called Leaden HalL 



ROBERT DB RATFORD; Nov. 29, 1306 (Twyne 

iv. 12). 
Inquest before the coroner of the King's house- 
hold, in the presence of John Wyth and Thomas 
de Lisewys, coroners of the town of Oxford, on 
Monday, the vigil of St Andrew the Apostle, in the 
34th year of the reign of King Bdward, concerning 
the death of Robert de Ratford, clerk, of the county 
of Northampton, who was sliain, made by the oath 
of William dto YHiatele and others ; who say that it 
chanced on the previous Sunday about midnight 
that Robert de Ratford, together with William de 
Notingham and Qilbert de Dounham, clerks, pro. 
ceeded, as they were often wont, through the streets 
of the town of Oxford, with arms contrary to the 
peace, for the purpose of evil doing ; and they met 
one John Saltwayn, a* clerk from the^orth, and 
others unknown who were in his company. When 



there arose a quarrel between them, John Salt- 
wayn smote the said Robert with a long knife which 
he had in his hand, and! gave him a wound in his 
right side even to the heart, whereof he died ; and 
William le Schoveler first found him dead, and im- 
mediately raised the hue, which was followed up 
according to the law and custom of the realm of 
England'; and the finder found pledges that be 
would appear before the Judges, when they visit 
these i)arts to hold assizes, vis., Henry de Hampton 
and Thom'ae de Abyndon. 

When the King's court was within " the verge," 
«.«., within 12 miles, all local courts ceased, and 
cases were tried before special officers attached to 
the King's household. This also applied to coro- 
ners. On this day the King was at Oseney ; theref -re 
the coroner of the household held this inquest. It 
is remarkable that William le Schoveler was ''first 
findier" in the case of another murder at night, 
which took place in 1301 (Oxford Gity Documents, 
p. 162). In the same way Thomas Yve was first 
finder twice in 1300. As it might prove, an incon- 
venience to be the first finder and bound to appear 
at the assises, it may have been the case that some 
one was selected who was certain to be in Oxford 
for some yeara^ perhaps one of the nnder bailiffs. 



INQtJBST ABOUT AN AFFRAY; Jan. 28, 1306 

(Twyne iv. 4Sd. 

An inquest was held on Friday after the feast of 
the Oonversion of St Paul, in the 34th year of the 
reign of King Edward, before Roger Memeoan, con- 
stable of the peace for the Statute of Winchester, 
and Richard de Waleden, bailiff of the town of Ox- 
ford, by the oath of William de Wodestok, Norman 
le Parmenter, Robert luel, Thomae de Morton, John 
le Scherman, (Geoffrey de Marchal, Thomas de Boys, 
Geoffrey de Langford, Nicholas Brutes, Richard de 
Stratford, Gilbert de Ros, Richard de Bampton, who 
were sworn to make an inquiry about an assttolt 
between derks and scholaxs made the night before, 
after the hour of curfew, by the cemetery of St 
Aldate; who say upon their oath that on the pre- 
vious night after the hour of curfew John Hike- 
neye, William dfe Glorie, and Richard le Lardiner, 
servants of the abbot of Oseney, came from the 
abbey of Oseney towards the honee of William 
Ghauntrell, by the gate of St Frideswide^ because 
the said William de Glorie purposed to have mar- 
ried on the morning of the lafoiesaid Friday a cer- 
tain Mariona, daughter of Henry le fiolatter, who 
dwelt in that house; wherafore the said John Hike- 



Aejre and Biobiurd le Laidiner went with him, oon- 
dhicting him towards that house; and when they 
came by the said ehnichyard, there came Robert de 
Insnlia, clerk, and another clerk, whose name is 
not known, and John, manciple of la Scheldhall, 
and Simon, manciple of la Berhall, and met the 
said John Hikeneye, William de Glorie and Hichard 
le Lardiner, and aasaulted them with dirawn eworde, 
beoanse they saw John de Hikeneye with his bow 
strung and with an arrow ; in which attack the eaid 
John was wounded in the head and on both hands, 
and the said William was wounded on the head. 
And the aaid j uxors when asked by whom the said 
John was wounded, and by whom William was 
wounded, say upon their oath that do not know 
at all, because no one was present except the said 
parties; and they know no more. In testimony 
whereof the said jurors place their seals to this 
inquisition. 

This inquest is puuling. In the Oxford City 
Documents, p. 177 (Oxford Historical Society), there 
is printed from Twyne iv. 146 an inquest about the 
same afiCray taken the same day and before the same 
officeiB, and with eleven of the jurors the same, but 
telling an entirely different story. No suggestion 
can be given why two anqueets were necessaiy. 



INQUEST ABOUT AN AFFBAT, April 18, 1306 

<Twyne iv. 18). 

An inquest held on Monday after the feast of St. 
George the Martyr, in the thirty-fourth year of King 
Edward, before the bailifte of the town of Oxford, 
by the oath of WiUiam de Stokes, Richard! le Grasier, 
Bichard de Oosyngtozi, John de Hanynton, Stephen 
le Mouner, John de Odyham, William Godesdiket, 
John de Mixbujy, Adam de Wilton, Joceus de 
Gkitele, Peter le Coureux, John le Petit furbur, 
Henry de Beaumont, William de Goeeford, William 
de WyghthuUe, Bichard le Waynepayn and Bobert 
die Derby, who were sworn to make inquiry on oath 
what malefactors «uid distusbers of the peace on the 
previous Sunday after nightfall came to the house 
of William de la March with swords and other arms, 
and made an assa/ult on Margery, his wife, and on 
othezs who were in the house, whereby the hue was 
raised. And all the said jurors say upon theix 
oatii that when Henry, servant igar^io) of the said 
William de la March, would have taken down the 
sign of 'beer, and would) have carried it into the 
house of the said William, there came David of 
Wales and Blyas of Wales and Bobert theix com- 
panion* olerka abiding at Stokhalle, and would have 



taken the sign away from the said l^enry, if aid 
had not arrived; and the said David, Elyas and 
Bobert at once proceeded to theix lodging for theix 
swords, buckleiB, and other arms, and entered the 
said house with drawn swords, and made an assault 
on the said Margery, and she in tenor and fright 
raised the hue ; for which cause the neighbours came 
to the said hue ; and the said Elyas immediately when 
he saw x>cople coming to the rescue fled into the 
cellar, where they sell their beer, and John, son of 
Henry the gaoler, who came with others to the hue, 
followed him into the cellar and admonished him 
that he should surrender himself to the peace of 
the King and render up his sword ; and immediate- 
ly he began to defend himself with the said sword, 
and smote the said John on his arm, and broke the 
smaller bone of the arm, and John defended him- 
self and smote him back again on the head and 
wounded him. And th^ say that the hue was 
raised to the damage of the said David, Elyas, and 
Bobert In testimony whereof the juroos have put 
their seals to this inquisition. 

If beer was being sold in a house^ a sign had 
to be placed outside that the tasters of beer might 
know it. Stokhall was facing the North WaU where 
the new buildings of Jesus College have lately been 
erected. 



INQUEST ABOUT AN AFFBAT; May 28, 1306 

(Twyne iv. 163). 

An Inquest held before the bailifle and the con- 
stable of Oxford on Saturday the vigil of Holy Tri- 
nity, in the thirty-fouxth year of the reign of Eing 
Edward, about the malefactors and disturbers of 
the peace who, the pxecediing night, made an as- 
sault on the King's watchmen ; by the oath of John 
de Weston, Bobert de Quenynton, John le Webbe, 
and others. Who say that on the previous Friday 
after midnight Bobert Buasell layman, Bichard 
Pollard, Bichard son of Hillary of Paris, clerks, 
and a layman, by name Peter Gloveneye, came to 
the house of Henry de Ode; and the said Bobert 
Buasell would have entered therein with his com- 
panions to drink; and he said that they were the 
sworn watchmen, whereas they were not sworn; 
but the said Henry would not permit them to en- 
ter; wherefore they came to the house of William 
de Godestowe, and there they entered and ate ; and. 
because they made much distuxbance, the sworn 
watchmen came uis and because they did not know 
thxee who were in the company of the said Robert, 
they asked who they were; and the said Bobert re- 
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plied tlut he would champion them and wanant 
them against all the world; wherefore the said 
watchmen woold haye azxested them, and Robert 
would not allow it, but would have drawn his 
Bword againet them, had he not been stopped by 
the watchmen; and while they were around him 
to take away his sword, the other three drew their 
swords, and betook themselves to their own defence, 
eo that two of them escaped and the third was ar- 
rested with the said Robert, and so the hue was 
xaised by the watchmen; and those who heard the 
hue came to the peace of the King and pursued 
those who had escaped and secured them ; so that 
all the four were brought before Walter, constable 
of the peace, who received them and delivered them 
to gaol. And the said jurors say upon their oath 
that it was by the procuring and abetting of the 
said Robert that the other three went against the 
peace of the King at such an hour of the night; 
wherefore they say that the said hue was raised ^o 
his damage principally, and all the evil was done 
by his procuring. 

We learn from this record how much "night life " 
there was in mediaaval Oxford. A house wae open, 
although it was past midnight. It may be noticed 
that the four revelleia claimed to be the night- 
watch, and apparently their outward appearance 
and behaviour did not make the claim incredible ; 
those who rememrber Dogberry and his company 
will undeoEBtand how this might be. A reason may 
'be suggested why watchmen were of a low class; 
for should it happen that there was a disturbance 
a watchman might accidentally slay a man, and in 
that case as Justice was uncertain it were wisest 
that he should flee and leave his goods to be for- 
feited to the King; hence the fewer your goods, the 
more suitable yon were to undertake the office of 
night-watchman. 



RICHARD LB LINDRAPER ; Sunday, June 26, 1306 

(Twyne iv. 45). 

It came to pass on Saturday, the morrow of the 
Nativity of St John Baptist, in the 34th year of the 
reign of King Edward, that Richard le Lindraper, 
cook, died in the King's gaol of the town of Oxford 
after midnight; and on the following Sunday, in 
the morning, he was viewed l^ John Wyth, King's 
coroner of the town of Oxford; and he had no 
wound on him, save that his skull was utterly 
broken behind even to the brain. And the same 
day an inquest was held thereon before the said 
coioDsr by the oath of William de Golesboume, 



Ralf de Hampton, William de Stoke, Canity 
le Marchal, Stephen le Mouner, John le 
Here barber, John de Bedeford seler, John 
de Honynton, Thomas de Staunton, Robert 
Ruesell, Heniy le Feuer, and Ricdiard le Qrasier, 
sworn men of the parish of St. Michael North ; Ralf 
de Stoke, John Fraunoeys^ John de London tavemeTy 
Walter de Burnceetre, Robert de Quenynton, and 
Nigel de Qodewyneston, sworn men of the parish 
of St. Maitin ; Geofifrey de Stoke, Henry de Edrop, 
Robert le Furbur, and John de Clifford, sworn men 
of the parish of All Saints; Walter Lond', Bverard 
le Pestur, William de Chippenham, William Ferell, 
and Robert Russell, sworn men of the parish of St 
Peter in the Bailly. And all the said Jurons say on 
their oath that, on Saturday aforesaid, Richard le 
Lindraper and many others of the town of Oxford 
had been imprisoned by the Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford in the said prison, because they 
had been convicted before the same Chaneellor <^ 
a transgression [of the peaoe^ previously committed 
by them; wherefore, when night fell, the said 
Richard and other his companions aaked the 
keeper of the gaol if they could lie that night on a 
loft iaer) which there was in the said gad, abova 
the other prisoDs; which loft was made safe (at- 
taehialHs) with boards in one part, but not in an- 
other part; and the said keeper allowed them to 
lie there for that night And after they had faUen 
asleep, the said Richard, who was lying there among 
his companions, rose from his bed after midnight 
wishing to ease himself, and he conceived that it 
was safe for him to walk in that loft, even as he 
was wont at home; and when he came where the 
boards were wanting, there he fell downwards, as 
far as another loft, so that his skull was utterly 
broken behind even to the brain, and so imme- 
diately thereafter he died. And the ]uroim, when 
asked further if he received his death by the deed, 
aid, means or assent of any pesscm or persons, saj 
on their oath that he did not, nor did he die other^ 
wise than is aforesaid. 

It may be mentioned that the members of a Jury 
were always townsmen, the members of the Uni* 
veisity being exempt from all Juries, because they 
were clerks, is., in orders, whether holy orders or 
minor orders. It may some day be possible to point 
out the houses of these jurors ; thus Nigel de Qode- 
wyneston probably lived at 9 and 10^ Queen's Street, 
of which he became owner in 131fi. The word here 
used for loft is not given in dictionaries: it is a 
Latin rendering of a French word airt, whkb wv 
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116W write «8 ejfrie. The prieon wae of course Bo- 
oaido, «t the North Gate ; the breach of the i>eaoe, 
of which Richard was conyicted, may haye been on 
the preyione Thorsday when "on the yigil of the 
Nativily of St. John the Baptist, the tailors of Ox- 
ford and other townsmen with them kept yigil in 
their shops all the night, singing and making their 
Bolaee with harps, yiels, and other diyerse instru- 
ments, as is the custom to do, both there and else- 
where, by reason of the obseryance of that feast 
And after midnight, when they conceiyed that no 
one Was walking in the streets, they went forth 
from their shops, and others that were with him, 
•nd began to danoe in the high street over against 
the Drapery" (ie., in Commarket between "The 
Grown ** and Carfax). Whereupon Gilbert de Foxle 
came up and wanted to take part in the dance, and 
in the end there was a fight (Oxford City Docu- 
ments, p. 168). It is true that Richard Ic Lindraper 
is not mentioned in that record, but it is well 
known that the yigil of fit John's Day, with its 
dancing and singing, was generally marked by more 
than one disturbance, (and, in fact, Thonue de Wes- 
ton was assaulted the same nighl in Walton. As the 
preseryation of the peace was entrusted to the Chan- 
cellor, conjointly with the Mayor, he had the right 
of imprisoning all who broke the peace, whether 
clerks or townsmen. 



THOMAS DB WESTON; Sunday, June 26, 1306 

(Twyne iy. 38). 

It came to pass on Saturday the moirow of the 
2latiyity of St John Baptist^ in the 34th year of the 
reign of King Edward, that Thomas de Weston, hay- 
ward <m«ifarMif) of the abbot of Oseney, died in 
the grange of the said abbot at Walton, near Ox- 
ford, at the ninth hour; and on the Sunday next 
following, in the morning, he was yiewed by John 
Wyth, king's coroner of the town of Oxford ; and he 
had two wounds on the top of his head, in length 
each of them four inches and in depth to the bone, 
but not mortal wounds ; and he had another wound 
in his 'back close to the spine on the right side with 
e snwll anew; it was one inch in breadth and 
reached to the heart and was mortaL And imme- 
diately thereafter an inquest was held thereon be- 
fore the said coroner, by the oath of Hugh Rolyes, 
William Jones, Nicholas Colbes, Hugh Nichol, John 
le Chapman, and William Person, sw(ffn men of 
the hamlet of Binsey; Reginald le Fre, John le 
Carpenter, Dayid Aylun, Walter Trice, Richard de 
Boteley, Hugh Stamp, Robert Bnunman. Simon 



Attewell, Edmund Attewell, Jcltm Attewyke, An 

drew de Walton, and Nicholas Aylun, sworn men 

of the hamlet of Walton; Thomas Pynke, William 

le Chapman* William Aylun, Thomas Botte, William 

Pinke, Gregory de Walton, sworn men of the parish 

of St Giles; Nicholas Crabbe, WiUiam de Barton, 

Richard de Tiwe, William Tropinel, J<An Attemore, 

and Philip le Noble, sworn men of the pariah of 

St Thomas the Martyr. And all the said Juron 

say upon their oath that on the Thursday preceding, 

late at night, the said Thomas de Weston went to 

watch the meadows of his lord towards Godstow, 

as he was wont to do by day and night, lest any 

mischief ahould be done in them, and so he tazried 

there until the hour of midnight, and then began 

to return towards his lodging where he abode in 

the said grange ; and when he came at the entering 

in of Walton, wishing to go towards his lodging 

aforesaid, there came Louis de Marchia, John de 

Pekeford, and Henry de Sutton, clerks, and others 

with them whose names ere unknown, bearing 

swords, bows and arrows, and other arms, and met 

the said Thomas, and at once assaulted him, and 

John de Pekford smote him with a sword and gaye 

him the said wounds on the head. And Thomas 

seeing that he was in peril of death by the gre a test 

effort escaped from their hv^ds and fled from them ; 

and as he was fleeing Louis, who had a strong bow 

in his hand, shot him with a small arrow in the 

back eyen to the heart, whereof he died at the hour 

•foresaid, but he had all his church rights. They 

say also that the said Henry de Sutton was in their 

company and consenting to the deed; yet he did 

him no eyH And the bailiffs are commanded to 

secure the said Louis, John de Pekfotd and Henry 

de Sutton, if they may be found, and keep them 

safe until the King's Just&ces shall yiiit these parts. 

Although we hear of coroners in the suburb out- 
side North Gate in 1285 (Oxford City Documents, 
p. 817), yet inquests in that suburb seem to be held 
by the coroner of the town. It will be notioed that 
this murder was committed in WaUoo at the same 
hour that the fight took place which is deeeribed 
in the next inquest, the yigil of St John the Bap- 
tist being a day well known for disturbances. 
The meadow of the «bboi of Oseney must haye been 
on the east side of Port Meadow, and perhaps is 
identical with "Twenty-acre," a holding of Osen^, 
in the pariah of St Giles's. 



GILBERT DE FOXLEE ; AugiMt 81, 1906 (printed 
in Oxford City Doeomtnts, p. Ii86^ from Twyne It. 






an. H« died of 4 wound veoeiTod at the xeTelt of 
the taUon on the e^ of Bi. John Beptiet'e day; 
bat inrriTed nearly two montha. 



JOBH DB WYCDMBB; Wednaeday, Dec. 7. 1206 

(Twyne xsiiL 215). 
It eame to paaa on Wedneaday, the monow of 81 
Nieholaa, in the thirty-fifth year of King Edward, 
that John de Wyonmbe waa fonnd dead in the 
flflheiy below the Caetle of Oxford over againat the 
ehnroh of the Friaie *<de Penitentia Dei," abont the 
how of ftaapera, etc, 

Twyne givea no moire. A fleheiy was a place 
where the water waa dammed np and made to paaa 
through eel-pots, or eome similar contriyance for 
catching flah. The Friara of the Sook, or Friaxa of 
the Penance, lay to the west of the Gkrey Friara, who 
in 1S06 obtained their land and honaea. 



ROBXRT DB BBAMPWYTH ; Wednesday, Maieh 8, 

1307 fTwyne !▼. 106). 
It came to paaa on Tuesday -before the feast of 
8t Gregory, pope, in the 35th year of King Edward; 
that Robert de Brampwyth, clerk, died in his lodg- 
ing where he abode, In the parish of Holy Cross, in 
the subnrb of Oxford, about the ninth hour; and 
on Wednesday next following in the morning he 
was viewed by John Wyth, king'a coroner of the 
town of Oxford ; and he had one wound on the top 
of hia head, in length Ave inches, and in depth 
•▼en to the 'brain. And immediately afterwards an 
inquest waa held thereon, before the eaid coroner, 
by the oath of William Mek, Henry de Brampton, 
Walter Qolde, Roger le Barber, Richard atte Comer, 
William de Oogges, Henzy de Beaumont cook, Rich- 
ard de button, Robert de Heyford, Thomae de 
Bdenhurst, John Buffard, Roger Boat, Thomae Bost, 
Peter de Hanneburgh, and William de Lungespey, 
sworn men of the parish of St. Mary Magdalen; 
Bridus de Leip«rton, Robert King, William de Han- 
nebnnth, Richard de linit, Adam de Graunceden, 
and Ralf de Conele, awom men of the pariah of 
Holy Cross; William Howd, William de Coleehale, 
Ralf de Barber, John de Odyham, Ralf de Ocle, 
William de Goeeford, and Peter le Cureur, ewom 
men of the parish of St Michael North ; Roger de 
la Comer, William de Stourton, Simon de Petty- 
pont, John de Yreland, Henry de BristoU, and John 
de Boterwyk, sworn men of the parish of St. Mary 
the Virgin. And all the said jurors say upon their 
oath that on Sunday before the feast of St Mathias 
Qie apoatle, when }i was late, Robert de Brampwjrtl) 



stood in the high etraet befcore the tfiop of Boglf 
le Barber, in the parish of 8t Mary Magdalen, In 
the suburb of Oxford, and Henxy le Petit, manelple, 
dwelling at Well Hall, and Thomaa de IfentOD, 
derk, came there, and becauae of a atiife that had 
been between them and the aaid Robert they aa- 
saulted him ; and the said Henry smote him with e 
sword which he bare in hia hand, and gave him the 
said wound on the head; thereof he died on the 
day and hour af oreaaid : but he lived through eight 
days and a half after he wae wounded, and had all 
hia church rights. And the eaid juron aay thai 
Thomaa de Fenton waa ooneenting and aiding Ho 
hia death; and afterwarda at once the aaid Thomaa 
fled, 80 that he could not 'be eecured, nor could any- 
thing be discovered about hie goods. And after- 
wards the eaid Henry wae eecured for this occur- 
rence in the hundred without the North Gate of 
Oxford by the bailiff of the eaid. hundred, and re- 
mains in prison. 

The parish of St Mary Magdalen was not within 
the town of Oxford, but was in North Gate Hundred 
which had its own bailiff and its own local court 
Although the olBcers of the town were allowed to 
arrest malefactoiiB who fled into the north suburb, 
yet the proper officer waa the bailiff of the hundred. 
Well Hall wae at the east end of Broad Street; 
''high street" outside North Gate is now called 
Magdalen Street 



JOHN DE HERLESEYE; Monday, April 10, 1307 

(Twyne iv. 17). 

It came to pass on Monday after the feaat of St 
Ambroee, in the 35th year of the reign of King Ed- 
ward, that John de Herleeeye, derk, waa found 
dead in the pasture called Portmaneyt, by Oxford, 
at the first hour. John Fimme, of Wolvercote, first 
found him dead, and immediately raised the hue. 
And afterwards at once he wae viewed by John 
Wyth, king's coroner <^ the town of Oxford, and 
he had a wound in his left eye two inches in 
length, and in depth even to the brain. An in- 
quest was held thereon on the same day before the 
eaid coroner by the oa/th of John Cabbel, Simon 
Colin, John Qreybert, Simon Attehulle, Richard 
Attel'ane, and John Freman of Portmaneyt, sworn 
men of the village (villata) of Wolvercote; John 
de Note, Hugh Rolvee, John Godefrey, Jdm le 
Chapman, Edmund Attewelle^ David Ayllun, Wil- 
liam Chafford and Thomas Attehulle, sworn men 
of the village of Bineejr; Thomas Po«ke, Walt^ ip 



so 



Takele, WUHam de Cdventre, Waller de Whitfeld, 
Wiliiam Pooke, and William le Ch«pmaD, sworn 
men of the pazieh of Si. Qilee ; Thomaa Boat, Robert 
de Milton, Henry de Brampton, Thomes le Hore, 
Beginald le Hey ward, and John le Heyward, sworn 
men of the parish of St Mary Magdalen. And all 
the said Jurors my upon their oath that on the 
Sunday before, after the hour of yeepeis, John de 
Herlesey, Richard de Hedlem, Alan de Thornuby, 
and William Erym, clerks, with othera unknown, 
eame to the abbey of Qodstow, by Oxford, with 
swords, bucklers, and other arms, and there nuide 
an assault on certain serrante of the abbey, and 
beat, wounded, and ctU intzeated them; whereby 
the hue wae raised over them ; to which there came 
men of the distriot to maintain the i>eace of the 
king, ae is commanded in the statute of Winches- 
ter, and would have asrested the eaid malefa<^toIB 
and disturbers of the peace. Who, when they saw 
the people coming up, at once began to flee across 
the water of the Thames with all their might, as 
best they could, towards Oxford; and when they 
came in the pasture of Portmaneyte, over against 
Bineey, being in the liberty of Oxford, the said John 
de Herleeey raised a quazrel against Richard and 
his companions, using words of contempt, and 
laying to their charge that all the evil they had 
done there was done through the abetting and the 
means of the said Richard, and first begun by him ; 
for which cause the said John began to strive with 
them with all his might and with a staff which he 
had in hie hand he smote the said Richard on the 
shoulder, whereby he almost fell to the ground; 
and Riehard forthwith ran at him, and with a 
drawn dagger imiterieorde)^ which he bare in his 
hand, he smote him in the eye, even to the brain, 
as is aforesaid ; whereof immediately he died. And 
thia said Juron say that the said Alan de Thorneby 
and William Erym were consenting and aiding at 
the murder. And immediately the men of the dis- 
trict, who were ever pursuing because the hue had 
been raised, eame up with them there and secured 
them. And they brought the said Robert, Alan, and 
William to the abb^ aforesaid, and kept them there 
until the Monday ; on which day the bailiffs of the 
town of Oxford came there and demanded that they 
should be delivered to them to be kept in their own 
prison, because ih^ were secured upon (ground 
within) the liberty of Oxford; and they were de- 
livered to them at the spot where they were secured 
and were taken to Oxford, and there th^ remain in 
prison. Pledges that the said finder will appear be- 
fore the king's jueticiais when first they come to 



those parts for assises are Bdmund Attewell and 
Thomas Aylim. 

Although John de Herleseye was killed on Sun- 
day, it appears that his body was not found until 
Monday morning. We may conclude from this that 
night was falling when the clerks were caught in 
Port Meadow, and that'the details of their quarrel 
among themselves were known, not from what the 
pursuers were able to see, but from what the crimi- 
nals said after their arrest This inquest gives a 
lurid picture of the medi«val undergraduate; a 
band of them spend the Sunday afternoon in com- 
mitting burglary and murder. Portmaneyte {le., 
Poxtmeadow) and Binsey were outlying portions of 
the town of Oxford, although the former was in 
the parish of Wolvergot 

JOHN, SON OP MILO DE ST APELTON ; May 29, 

1307 (printed in Oxford City Documents, p. IM; 
from Twyne iv. 31). 
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NICHOLAS DE CRESSINGHAM; Tuesday, April 

8, 1320 (Twyne iv. 116). 
It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of St. 
Ambrose, in the thirteenth year of King Edward, 
son of King Edward, that John de Strete found 
Nicholas de Creseingham dead in the high street 
opposite the tenement of John de Dokelynton ; and' 
the same day Thomas de Qrandpund and Reginald^ 
Yve, king's coroners of the town of Oxford, came^ 
and viewed the said Nicholas dead, and immediate- * 
ly held an inquest about his death from the four \ 
nearest parishes by the oath of Walter Golde, John • 
Mey, Henry le Steker, Robert le Maresohall, Richarct 
le Parker, John de Bernewell, Richard de Stratford; 
Simon le Mercer, Robert de Stokes, Thomas Aunsel,* 
Walter le Dyer, John atte Dich, Richard de Eyne- 
sham, John de la Comer, and John le Forester;'^ i 
who say upon their oath that there was a diasen- .^^ 
sion between William de Spaldynge and Thomas 
de Wallingford over a house and for other causes ; 
so that the said William de Spaldynge, Nicholas de 
Hasscheby, John de Spaldynge, and Nicholas de 
Cressingham met Thomas de Wallingford on Mon- 
day last after dark (in $ero) in the high street op- 
posite the tenement which was onoe of William 
Bumell, and there the said William de Spaldyng 
smote Thomas de Wallingford with his fist, and 
Nicholas de Hasscheby smote him on the side with 
a stone ; and John de Spalding had an iron fork ; 
and Nicholas de Cressingham smote the said 
Thomas de Wallingford with a "maceweU" oa 
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the head and wonnd^d him. And wlien Thomas de 
Wallingfoid perceWed thiay he raised the hne oveT 
them, and fled towaids Carfax ae far ae oppoeite the 
tenement of John de Dokelynton ; and the aforesaid 
puiBoed him with all their might, ao that the said 
Thomas could not esoape because of the tables of 
the flshmongeie; and when he perceived that he 
could not escape he drew his knife and smote 
Nicholas de Creseingham on the left breast even 
to the heart; and so he slew him in self -defence, 
and immediately the said Thomas was secured. 

Twyne says that this record came from the roll 
of Thomas de Grandpund and Reginald Ttc, which 
ran from July 9, 1318, to July 9, 1320. Towards the 
top of St. Aldate*6 Street (of old called Fish Street) 
the fishmongers had stalls in front of the houses, 
for which they paid rent to the city. It is evident 
that the stalls were not removed «t night The en- 
trance to Tom Quad occupies the site of Burnell's 
Inn; the house of John de Dokelinton was where 
the Post 0£Bce now is. 



NICHOLAB DE BTTEBLE ; Sunday, Nov. 16, 13&0 

(Twyne iv. 102). 
It came to pass on Sunday the feast of St Ed- 
mund, the archbishop, in the fourteenth year of 
King Edward, son of King Edward, that Nicholas 
de B^terle died in his house on Qnandpont, and 
Thomas de Grandpont and William de Wytewang, 
king's coroners of the town of Oxford, came and 
viewed him dead, and they held an inquest about 
his death by the oath of Robert le Mareschall, Ro- 
bert de Qrendon, Peter le Schecman, William Gul- 
gath, John de Grove, Robert de Stoke, Walter de 
Faredon, Qeoftrey de Warmwelle, Robert de Pun- 
tele, Henry de la Mare, Henry de Baton, John 
Rodeplofute, and Nicholas de Gvandpund; who say 
upon their oath that on the Saturday before, after 
dark, there was a strife of words between Nicholas 
de Byterle and Simon de Charchedon, clerk; so 
that the said Nicholas flist smote the said Simon on 
the head with a dagger (misericorde), and the said 
Simon smote him back with & ^'bedonwe" in the 
stomach beneath the navel ; and so he slew him, 
and immediately he fled towards Abingdon; it is 
not known whither. And they say that Nicholas 
had his church rights ; wherefore there was no first 
finder. Also they say that they know nothing about 
the goods of the said Simon. 



Street. Twyne says that this and the next inqoest 
came from the roll of Thomas de Grandpont and 
William de Wytewang, from July 8^ 1320, to July 8, 
1321. 

THOMAS LTNET ; Friday, June 28, 1321 (Twyne iv. 

It came to pass on Friday after the f^ast of St. 
John Baptist, in the fourteenth year of King Ed- 
ward, son of King Edward, that Thomas I^roet died 
in a house of schoilazs within the east gate; and 
the said coronexs came and viewed him dead, and 
immediately held an inquest about his death by the 
oath of Walter Ayllemere, William de Bampton, 
John de Oookesgrave, Walter de Qazsyngton, John 
Prust, Nicholas de Gletton, John de Whaston, An- 
drew Faber, William Attemor, Nicholas de Dryhull, 
Roger de Elsefeld, Martin Toky, and William le 
Dyer; who say upon their oath that on the previous 
day one Haimo de Lynford, in the company of two 
strangexB, was stiising up a conflict against the 
clerks ; so that the said Haimo drew his bow, and 
with a small arrow shot the said Thomas Lynet on 
the left side above the " canelbon " to the depth of 
five inches, and so he slew him, and immediataly he 
and his companions fled to the wood of Shotover, 
and no one could approach them because of their 
arms. Also they say that they know nothing about 
the goods of the said Haimo ; for he was a stranger. 



Grandpont means the High Street from south gate 
to south bridge, now the lower part of St Aldate's 



JOHN DB BORWOPE; Tuesday, April 10, 132« 

(Twyne iv. 125). 
It came .to pass on Tuesday after the feast of St. 
Ambrose, in the seventeenth year of King Edward, 
son of King Edward, that John de Borwope(t)Stayn- 
mor, was found dead in the hall which was of Alice 
Mymekan, by east gate over against the walls of 
the town, and the coroners came and viewed him 
dead, and held an inquest about his death by the 
oath of William Attelee, John de Colesboume, John 
le Mareschall, Henry de Bedeford, John Attemore, 
Walter de Henney, Simon le Cnireour, Thomas 
Oocus, John de Staunden, Robert de Amondesham, 
Walter de Milton, William Pope, and John de 
Tame ; who say upon their oath that John Feynel, 
writer, of the county of Chester, came with a fal- 
chion in the suburb of Oxford without the north 
gate after dark and smote the said John on the 
head in the face across the nose on Sunday, the 
feast of the Ammnciation, the same year, so thai 
he died thereof. They say also that he had his 
church rights; wherefore there is no flmt flnder. 
Also they say that the felon fled; It is not known 



whfther, and that they know nothing about the 
goode of the felon. 

A "hall " means merely "dwellinghonae," and 
many eirora haye arisen fiam ftaanming that a hall 
must mean an aoademio hall or dwelling-honee. 

JOHN MDRTUUH ; Saturday, June 2, 1324 <Twyne 

It. 125). 
It eame to pass on Satniday nfler the feaet of 
St. Niehomefde, in the serenteenth year of King 
Bdwaid, son of Xing Edward, that John Hnrthtir, 
eleork, fled to the chnrch of Si Mildrid, and owned 
befofe the ooroners that he had robbed a eqnire, by 
name John le B<mde de Bemynton, on the Friday 
after Ash WedneMay, in the high road between 
Wycombe and.Beaoonsfleld, by Bleeper, of a robe 
with a hood of bine «uid bumet and of three shil- 
linga of siWer; wherefcne preoept was glTen that 
he ihonld be watohed; and h^ broke trom the 
ohuMh the next night by the oounsel and aid of 
Adam de Osegodby, olerk, and others whose names 
are unknown. 



y 



ADAH DB OSEGODBY; Friday, June 8» 1324 

(Twyne !▼. 185). 

It came to pass <m Friday before tbe feast of 8t 
Bamabae, in the aeTenteenth year of King Edward, 
eon of King Edward, that John Fanohaid found 
Adam de Osegodby, clerk, dead in the high street 
within tlie noorth gate. The coaronexa came and 
viewed him dea(d, and at once held an inquest about 
his death from the four neighbouring, pariahes by 
the oath of John de Odyham, Biohard de Hampton, 
John Waget, John Oo, Robert de Quenington, John 
de Staunden, William de Sutton, Thomas le Iryn- 
monger, John de Walton, Walter de 'Hann^ye, Peter 
de Ewe, John de Hedenham. Who say upon their 
cfath that one Brnatd Flyngaunt^ who was guarding 
a felon who had fled to the cfauroh, smote the said 
Adam de Osegodby with a dagger in the atMuach 
below the navel, and so slew him. Also they say 
that the said Bmald fled, whither is not known, be- 
cause it was after dark. They My also that he had 
no goods. Pledges of the flnfder are John de Lungad 
and John de Bggeslade. 

It seems that Adam, having conspired on the 
Sunday night to effect the escape of a cziminal 
from 6t. Mildred's church, was similarly occupied 
four days later outside the church of St. Michael, 
but the hired watchman whose business was to 
prevent ^ esoaiw of the ftiaoDw was so povo|e(| 



by Adam that he stabbed him and so ended hii 
tempestuous and unscholarly career. We see from 
the next two inquests that in the same evening 
Adam bad assaulted the constable of the peace and 
given him a mortal wound, and had also mvrdeied 
another townsman. 



RICHARD OVERHE; Mimday, July % 1384 

(Twyne iv. US). 
It came to pass on Monday next after the feast 
of St Peter and Bi, Paul that Richard Ovedie was 
found dead in his own house, in the parish of St 
Martin. The coroners came and viewed the said 
Richard and held an inquest about his death from 
the four neighbouring parishes by the oath of John 
de Staunden, William de Sutton, Richard de Bur- 
cester. Thomas Irynmonger, William de Wormen- 
hale, John Attemor, William Betreton, Gilbert Four- 
bour, John de Ew, Adam de Farle, William Atte- 
mor, William Ottele. Who say upon their oath thai 
on Thursday before the feast of St BamabaSs be- 
tween curfew and midnight, there came Ric3ianl 
Wakelyn and Adam de Osegodby, and met the aaid 
Richard, who is now dead, being constable of the 
peaoe^ to preserve the king's peaces with swords, 
bucklers, and other arms, and beat him and wound- 
ed him, and smote him on the head under the ear, 
whereof he died. They say also that Robert de 
Seint Mor, abiding at OUIaunthall, <tnd Thomas 
Maunoiple (<mm), of CasteUhall, were aiding and 
advising at the murder. They say also that the 
goods of the felons are in their lodgings, and that 
Richard had his church rights ; and therefore there 
is no finder. 



Oastell Hall was on the north side of Bxasenose 
Lane, Oliphant Hall on the south side. Manciples 
were something between a bursar and a college 
cook, and from many records it is evident that th«y 
were not unwiUing to have a hand in the outrages 
of undergraduates. This is noteworthy • for nowa- 
days if an undergraduate intends to make a disturb- 
ance he does not invite the bursar or the college 
cook to aid him. The explairation may be as fol- 
lows: The manciple was to a certain extent jMrtner 
with the Principal of the Hall, and both were inter- 
ested in making the hall popular; it was the busi- 
ness of the Principal to make it popular with the 
studious student, of the Manciple to make it popu- 
lar with the student of the other scat, such as Adam 
de Osegodby. The house of Richard Overhe, sa we 
learn from deeds at All Sgujs, i^ n9w the Thxe^ 
On|)B in 9ueen fitraatt 
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J6HM AB STAUNFORD; Tuesday, July 3, UB4 

(Twyne iv. 47 and zziii. 164). 
It came io paas on Tuesday after the feast of the 
•poetlee, Peter and Paul, in the seTenteenth year 
of King Edward, that John de etaunford le Shere- 
man was found dead in a shop where he «bode hy 
the house of William de Pyiye, in the pesish of 
8t Martin. The said coroners oame and viewed him 
dead and held an inquest about his death by the 
oath of John de Weston, John Bachet, Richaid- de 
Mutton. Walter de Cudelynton, Richard de Hamp- 
ton, Symon le Curreour, Ralf de Herdynton, Richard 
de Glouoestre, John de Musterton, Symon le Taylur, 
John de Walton, Tho6.Chichley. Who say that Adam 
de Osegodby about midnight met the said John and 
smote him in the breast with a piece of iron fixed 
in the end of « staff, whereof he die^d; and Richard 
Walkelyn, Thomas Manciple del Castellhall, Robert 
de 8t Mot, Benedictus de Carleolo, Robert de 
Heselbeoh, William de Eyllum, William de Ald- 
wykee, Adam de Howton, clerks, were assenting end 
aiding %i the said murder. They eay also that Ro- 
bert de St More abides at Olyf aunt Hall, BenedictiM 
Carteol abides at Saucer H«ll, Adam de Howion 
at CasieU Hall, and their goods are in their lodg- 
ings. And they say that the tfaid John had his 
church rights ; and therefore there is no first finder. 

Twyne has omitted to copy the woids which 
would give the date of the assault There can be 
Uttle doubt that it was on June 7th, and* that John 
suzriTed nearly four weeks. Thomas Manciple, of 
Cas t el l hall, is the tfame m Thomas Liaa of the last 
inquest, Uxa meaning a "sutler" or "attendant" 
Robert de St Mor was ako mentioned. Saucer Hall 
was in Turl Street not far north of All flaints 
Churoli. 



JOHN 00LLB8; Monday, Oct 29, 1341 (Coioner's 
Roll 129. Record Office). 

It came to paas on Monday alter the feast of St 
Simon and St Jude, in the 15th year of Edward 
in., that John Oollee, of Shyreboume, a prisoner 
in the Castle Prison, died in the prison. William 
de Whatele and Richard de Qyneaham, caroners, 
came on the said Monday and viewed him dead, 
and held an inquest from the four nearer parishes, 
to wit, St Peter's in the Bailey, St Bbbe's, St Al- 
date's, and 91. Thomas the Mark's, by the oath of 
Ric de WarbuTBlh, WilL le Dyegher, Walter de 
Quenyton, John Both, WilL de Qretwcrth, Thos. 
Godestre, Rob. de danefleld, Thos. da Legh, baker, 
WilL Mianfey, John Oosyn, Ria le Hopper, and 



Thos. de Stanlake; who say that the said Joim 
GoHes fell sick and died a natural death, and that 
he endured no undue rigour nor any injury from 
the warden of the prison or other; and that he had 
his church rights. 



We now begin a roll which gives a complete re- 
cord of inquests for some years, and enables us to 
judge more fairly of the frequency of murder, 
suicides, and accidents than is possible from the 
selections of Twyne. The roll is headed "Roll of 
William de Whatele and Richard de Eynesham, 
King's Coroners of the town of Oxford, from Friday 
after Michaelmas, 1341, to Jan. 25, 1342 ** ; but, as 
will be seen, it is continued from year to year. 



WILLIAM DAUNDESEOHE ; Monday, Oct 29, 
1341 (Coroner's Roll, 129). 

It came to pass on the said Monday after the feast 
of St Simon and St Jude that WilL Daundeseghe, 
of Stanlake Quystrim (f), died in Grope Lane, in an 
upper room in the tenement of William de Mersh, 
in the parish of St Bfeiy. On the same Monday 
the coroners viewed him, and held an inquest by 
the four nearer parishes, St Mary's, St John's, St 
Peter's in the Bast, and St Edward's, by the oath 
of Thos. le Ixysh, Rob. de Lyndesey, Joihn Pille, 
John Attenoke. Ric le Tayllur, Peter le Flecher, 
Rog. de ev^meford, John de Baldyndon, Thos. Ab- 
raham, Will. Maichaund, Rob. de la Ohaunmbce, 
and Rob. Baldewyn; who say tibat the said WilL 
Daundeseghe on the Saturday before the feast of 
St Simon and St Jude, at Woodcock Halle, in the 
parish of St Mazy, went to bed at night, being 
manciple «ta») there, and sleeping in the kitchen ; 
and he fixed his candle against the wall above his 
bed, and lay down and forgot to put the light cot, 
and fell asleep ; and while he wae asleep the Ughted 
candle fell open the bed, and so busnt him nearly 
to death; and on Sunday, the next day, they car- 
ried him from the kitohin to the said upper room ; 
and there on the aaid Monday he died of his bums; 
and they say thai no one was counselling or aiding 
his death; and they say thai he had noiQght in goods 
nor had he lands or tenements, nor was in the 
ward, for he was a servant of clerks ; and he had 
his church rights, therefore he had no finder; and 
John de Byf ozd, principal of Wokekok Halle, was 
attached, and he found pledges, vis., John de 
Washstone and John de Oookesgrave. This hap- 
pened in south-east ward. 

Woodcock Hall is 91, High Strsei; Oiopa Lana is 
now Qtova Btnet 
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fiotL OJr WILL. DE WHATELE AND RIG. DE 
EYNESHAM, Coronez6 from Jan. 25, anno 16, to 
Jan. 25, anno 17 (i.e., Jan. 25, 1342, to Jan. 25, 1343). 



MATILDA POUE ; May 16, 1342. 
It oame to pass on Thursday after the feast of the 
Ascension that Matilda, wife of Rio. Pouk, known 
ee le Sawyer, died in the parish of St. Giles, at Wal- 
ton, in the house of the said Riohard. The Oosco- 
ners viewed her, and held an inquest by the four 
nearer parishes, St. Giles', St. Thomas the Martyr's, 
St Peter's in the Bailey, and St. Ebbe's, by the 
oath of John de Walyford, Hen. de Calne, John de ^ 
Whytele, Ric de Seucwordh, Rio. de Cherlton, WilL 
Pouk, John Pooke, John Olyne, Thos. de Worton, 
John de Ledeoombe, Walt, de Fynstok, Hen. Upe- 
strete ; who say that the said Matilda was sick with 
diverse diseases and old, and on the Monday before 
the said Thursday she died a natural death. And 
because there was much talk that her husband beat 
heff unduly, therefore the body was rolled over and 
over before the eyes of the ooroneis ; and there was 
no injury in body or head or limbs. They say also 
that she had her church rights ; and this oame to 
pass in Walton, within the liberty of Oxfofrd ; and 
thait none was guilty of her death. 



EDMUND LE TAILOR ; Wednesday, May 22, 1342 

(Oozoner's Roll, 12B). 
It oame to pass on Wednesday in Whitsun week 
that Edmund, son of Thomas le Tailor, of Wood- 
stock, a prison^ in the Castle Prison, died there ; 
the coroners viewed him, and held an inquest by 
the four nesirer parishes, vis., St. Thomas the 
JMaciyr, St. Ebbe, St. Peter Xe Bailey, and St. Al- 
date, by the oath of John de Falle, Michael PiUe, 
John le PasBiur, Alex. Gardyjoer, Nic. le Clerk, Rob. 
de Newynton, Walt, de Quenynton, Will. Manfey, 
Thomas Godestre, John Cosyn, Ric. le Hopper, 
and John Soth; who say upon their oath that 
the said Edmund was aick, and of the said sickness 
died a natural death ; and that he had no injury or 
undue oppression from the warden of the prison, 
and he had his church rights. 



ROBERT LE TAILOR ; Sunday, May 26, 1342 (Goto- 

ner's Roll, 129). 
It came to pass on Sunday, the feast of the Holy 
Trinity, that Robert, son of Thos. le Tailor, of 
Woodstock, brother of the aforesaid Edmund, a 
prisoner in the Castle Prison, died there; he was 
viewed by the coroneis, and an inquest was held 
from the four nearer parishes, 9t. Thomas, St. Ebbe, 



St. Peter in the Bailey, and St. Aldate, by the oath 
of Thos. de Legh, baker, John de Legh, John Soth, 
Ric. de Abydon, Will, le Dygher, Laur. de Mason, 
Michael Pille, Nic. de Croulton, Ric. de Lacheford, 
Will, de Wormenhale, Will, le Webbe, Thos. de 
Hasele ; who say that the said Robert was sick with 
diveose diseases, and by reason thereof died a 
.natural death, and that he endured no undue in- 
jury or oppreesion from the warden of the prison 
or other ; and that he had his church rights. 



THOMAS ASTOL; Wednesday, June 5, 1342 (Ooro 

ner's RoU, 129). 
It came to pass on Wednesday before the feast of 
St Barnabas that Thomas Astol, of Walton, died in 
a house within the priory of St. Fiideswide. The 
coroners viewed him in the house, and held an in- 
quest from the four nearer parishes, St. Michael's 
South, St. Aldate, St Edward, and St Ebbe, by the 
oath of WHl. de Cloudeedale, John Bolter, John 
With, Peter le Flecher, John de Elysfeld, Will. 
Fayregh, Roger le Schereman, John Yunge, Nic. le 
Skynnere, John le Peyntour, Rog. Carpenter, and 
Thos. de Tryllemille ; who say that on Monday be- 
fore the said Wednesday in the said house, John 
Astol, after dinner, was sitting to eat with a knife 
in his hand with which he cut his bread, and he 
was very drunk, and he began to slumber, and, 
falling asleep as he was sitting, he fell upon his 
knife, and was wounded around the navel, of which 
he died on the said Wednesday; and he had his 
church rights; and the knife was valued at one 
penny, and his other goods at sixpence; and they 
remain in the keeping of the bailiffs, vis., John de 
Norton and John Peggi. This happened in south- 
east ward. 

WALTER LE TAILLOUR; Monday, July 8, 1342 

(Ooroner's R<dl, 129). 
Inquest held before Hen. de Geddyng, coroner of 
the King, and William de Whatele, one of the coro- 
ners of the town of Oxford, concerning the death 
of Walter le Tailloux, in the suburb of Oxford, in 
his house in the parish of St. Thomas the Martyr, 
on Monday after the feast of the translation of St 
Thomas the Martyr, by the four nearer parishes, 
vis., St Thomas the Martyr, St Giles, St Michael's 
North, and St. Peter in the Bailey, by the oath of 
Rob. Clyne, Rob. de Hoggeston, Will, le Whire, 
Michael Pille, Walter de Vanriole, Ric. Pouk, Peter 
Auyce, Ric. de Hampton, John de Bampton, John 
Ouremaister, John Campedene, and Roger le Baker ; 
who say that on Sunday before the translation of 
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fit T^ooQMa ibe Ita^yk ftt tbe boor of dusk ono 
Nigel of 8bxophixe» «n unknown penon fzom the 
noTthy met one Wialter le TeyJloor in « street oalled 
StokweU Street^ in the hundred without the north 
gate^ in the pexiAh ol 8t Maiy Magdalen, and with 
a knife, called "daggeie," worth 2d., smote the said 
Walter in the baok on the right side; whereof he 
died, having euxviyed until the next Sunday. They 
say also that they know nothing about the goods of 
4he fek>n; and after his felony he fled; whither, is 
not known, for it was at night; nor was he in a 
ward, for he was a stranger. They say also that 
the said Walter had his church rights; therefore^ 
he had no finder; and that none other aided or 
abetted the death. 



Btockwell Street as now Walton Street. Appar- 
ently in this zeign the coroners of Oxford were ssso* 
oiated with a "coroner d the King," in cases thai 
ooeurzed outside Oxford. 



JOHN PBNKBTOH; Monday, Oct. M, 2J4S. 

It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of Bt 
Dionysius that John Penkrych died in a suburb of 
Oxford, in the pariah of Holy Cross, in a tenement 
of the master and brethren of the hospital of St. 
John without east gate. The coroners viewed him, 
and held an inquest from the four nearer pazishesi 
Holy Gross^ St Peter-in-the-Bast^ St Mary-the-Vir- 
gin, and St. John, by the oath of John de FaUe, 
Walter le Deighere^ Will, de la More, sen., John de 
Hampton, Edm. de Bemyngham, Nic. de Brailles, 
Nio. de Gletton, Bia le Gouk, John de Tuwe, John 
de TykhuU, John Aucland, and Nic Hamond ; who 
say that on Tuesday after the feast of the beheading 
of St John Baptist, in the said parish, in the King's 
Street^ Adam Kyng felcMiiously wounded the said 
John Penerych with an arrow after curfew in the 
right side, of which wound the said John sickened 
until the Monday after the feast of St Dionisius, 
and then died. They say that they know nothing 
of the goods of the felon ; and after hie felony he 
fled; whither is not known, for it was at night And 
the said John had his church rights ; and the felon 
was in no ward, for he was a stranger; and they 
priced the bow and arrow at 4d. 



8TEPHBN DB MACKBNBYB ; Tuesday, Not. 6, 1548. 
It came to pass on TiMSday after the feast of AU 
Saints that Stephen de Maokeneye died in the parteh 
of St Michael North, in the house of William 
Felaws. The coronem Tiswed him and held an in- 



quest from the four flearer psrisbes, fit Micliael 
North, St Mildred, St Peter-in-the-Bail^, and St 
Martin, by the oath of Bic. de Sutton, John ds 
Walyngford, Thos. de Worton, John de Byneshan^ 
Will. Hereberd, John de Saxton, Bob. le Spuryere, 
John de Botele, John le Fourbour, Bog. le Shetheis^ 
John Waget, and Bic la Fourbour, who ssy on their 
oath that the said Stephen died on the Monday be- 
fore of a quinsy in the throat; they say that none 
was guilty of his death, and he had his chuMh 
rights. 
Mors natuialis. 



AGNBS ATTB WITHEGB ; Saturday, Not. 23^ 134& 
It came to pass on Saturday the feaet of St 
Clement that Agnes, daughter of John atte 
Withege, of Cleyoxe, died in the parish of 
All Saints in a tenement of William de Morden, 
of Salisbury. The coroners viewed her, and held 
an inquest from the four nearer parishes, All Saints^ 
6t Martin, St Bdwazd, and St Mary-the- Virgin, hj 
the oath of Adam le Longe, Qeof . de OTcrton, John 
de Watlynton, John le Disshere, Bobert atte Chaum- 
bre, Bic de Ouyng, John le White, WilL de Shire- 
bourne, John de Swaneboume, WiU. de Ledhale, 
John Drossi, and Francis le Boucher, who say that 
the said Agnes the night before died suddenly of an 
ulcer in the throat; and they ssy none was to blame 
for her death. 



Qeyore is now the hamlet of dare in Pyrton 

parish. 

THOMAS SPAYNB; Sunday, Dec. », 1342. 
It came to pass on Sunday the feast of St Thomas 
the Martyr that Thomas Spayne, clerk, was found 
dead in the parish of 6t Mildred at Hampton Halt 
The coroners came to the spot to perform their office 
there, and the men of the four nearer parishes, to 
wit, St MUdred's, All Saints, St Michael's North, 
and St Bdward's, did not come before them ; there- 
fore, through default of the district they could hold 
no inquest on that day. On Monday, the next day, 
the coronezs came to the spot, and the men of the 
four nearer panshes did not come before them, and 
through their default no inquest could be held that 
day. But on Tuesday the coroners came to the spot 
and held an inquest from the four parishes afcm- 
said, by the oath of John de StangraTc, Thos. de 
Gonewardeby, Bobezt St John, John de Brampton, 
Bad. de Ceterynton, Thos. de Worton, Bog. de 
Landesdale, WilL le Carpenter, Will de la More sen., 
John de Saxton, John Uremaystie, and Bio. de 9n^ 
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ion, who e*y that William de Plampton, soziTener 
(''soxyveyn **) on Satniday hetoste the feast of St. 
Thomaa the MaTtTr, in the paiish of St Milibed, 
after curfew felonioualj slew the said Thomas 
Spayae, wonnding him with an arrow in the right 
fide. Of the goode of the lelon they know nothing. 
After his felony he fled ; whither is not known, for 
it was night; and he wae in no ward, for he was a 
stranger. Thomas Boohard was the flist finder, and 
Bio. Gromphom and John de Walisshe were his 
pledges that he would appear before the judges 
when they next came to the county. The -bow and 
arrow were priced at 3d. Th^ took place in north- 
east ward. 

Hampton Hall was on the east side of Turl Stzeeti 
about the middle of the front of Lincoln. 



KABIOTA, of Wolveroote; Tuesday, Dec. 31, 1342. 
It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of St. 
Thomas the Martyr that Mariota, of WolTercote, was 
found dead in the Thames by Portmeadow ('* Port- 
manheit")* The coroners came to the spot and 
Tiewed her, and held an inquest from the four near- 
er Tillages C'yillatJs") and parishes, to wit, the 
^villages of Bins^ and Walton, and the pazishes ol 
St. Giles and St. Thomae, by the oath of Bic. le Saw- 
yers, John Pecke, Henry atte Strete, Nic le Noble, 
John de Bzaokele, Walter Cobb, WiU. Brutte, John 
de Glopham, John de Leoeoombe, John Huwes, John 
le Fyashere, and Thos. atte Hachehe, who say that 
on Sunday the feast of St. Thomas the said Mariota, 
wishing to fill a jug with water at Godstow Mill, at 
the third houar fell into the water and was drowned, 
and was carried by the stream to the said spot 
Boger Diooun, of Cortlyntan, was the first finder; 
his pledges are Bio. le Sawyer and John le Noble. 



BOLL OP WILLIAM DB WHATBLB ft BICHABD 
DB BNBBHAM, CoroneiB, from Jan. 26 anno 
17 to Jan 26. anno 18. 



HUaH DB LBGHB; Monday, Mar. 17, 1343. 
It came to pass on Monday after the feast of St. 
Giegory that Hugh de Leghe died in the hall of 
William de Chilham in Shydyerd Street, in the 
parish of St John ; the coroners viewed him, and 
heid an inquest by the nearer parishes, St. John's, 
8t Bdward's, and St. Mary-the-Virgin's, by the 
oath of BoK de la Ghanmbre^ Will le Skynner, 
John de Donytone, Boger de Swyneford, John de 
Brampton, Bdb^ de York, John de Wyncbecombe, 
ateph. le Maiesohal, Will, le Bmyth, Bsgiaald la 



Deghere, Nic. de Brailes, and Bog. Pyzoon ; who say 

that on the Sunday before the said Monday one 
Bio. de Langeleghe, of Lancashire, came in the 
evening and made an assault on the said Hugh in 
a street called School Street in the parish of St 
Msry-the-Virgin, and the said Bichard smote him 
in the throat with a bodkin (^'boydekyn") worth 
one penny and wounded him so that he died; and 
he had his church. rights. They know nothing of 
the goods of the felon and he was in no ward, be- 
ing a clerk. And this took place in the north-east 
ward ; and the parish of St Peter in the Bast did 
not come to the inquest And the bailiffs had been 
ordered to take the said felon. 



HBNBY DBBOBDESLB; Monday, Mar. 17, 1343. 
It came to pass on MoAday after the feast of St 
Oregory that Henry de Bordesle died in the house 
of Bio. le Goke in the psrieh of St Thomas-the- 
Martyr in the suburb of Oxford;, the coroneiB 
▼iewed him and held an inquest from the nearer 
parishes, to wit, St. Thomas, St Peter in the Bai- 
ley, and St Michael North, by the oath of WiU. de 
Fencote, Michael PilH Bio. Bate, Will. Forthwyn, 
Bio. de Warborughe, John de Gaumpedene, WiU. 
le White, Bob. le Fysshere, Bio. Gomtone, Boh. de 
Hoggestone, John Basse, and Walter de Quedyn- 
tone; who say that the said Henry had long been 
sick with diverse diseases, and on the Saturday 
before the said Monday he took a knife and smote 
himself in the belly, for he was as it were mad; 
and afterwards he Uved untU the Sunday and then 
died of his wound ; and the knife is p^oed at one 
penny. And they say thai he had his ohuroh 
rights; and he had nought in goods. And tDe 
parish of St Bbbe did not come to the inqoest 
And Bichard le Goke was attached to find pledges, 
but said he would not 

Felo de 86, in the margin. 



JOHN BOTTE; Tuesday, April 1, 1343. 
It came to pass on Tuesday before the feast of 
St Ambrose that John Botte of Garf ord died in the 
Gastle prison. The coroneig came and viewed him 
there, and held an inquest from the four nearer 
parishes, St Peter in the Bailey, St Martin, St 
Bbbe, and St Aldate, by the oath of John de FaUe, 
Bio. de Warborughe, Walt de Quenyton, Bob. de 
Hoggeston, John de Hales, Thos. de Horsepath, 
WiU de Qruteworth, Bio. de Laoheford, Bic de 
Leghe, PhU. de Bathe^ Nic. de Pubblesbury, and 
Stephen le TlaiUoiur; who say that the fsid Johft 
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d« Oizfeid prfioiier was Ukeo wtth s hosM And 
put in Um taid pzieoa; and siaied with griffwovm 
illneaB» he diad a xuituTal death; and he enduxed 
no iDjiixy or undue haxdneaa from the warden of 
the piiaon or ttom othexa. 



A BABY; Friday, May 9, 1343. 
It eame to paaa on Friday after the feast of 8t 
John hef ore the Latin Gate that a girl was found 
dead in the Thames hy the manaion of the Friaia 
Minora. The ooronera oame there and held an in- 
queat from the four nearer pariahea, to wit, St. 
Thomas the Martyr, St. Zbbe, St. Aldate, and St. 
Ptoter-le-Bailey, hy the oath of Bio. de Warborughe^ 
WilL de Qruteworth, John Sothe. Michael Pillar 
Hen. Bourne, Bob^ Oraunt, Bio. Bate» John Here- 
ward, Bio. Laohford, Bia Draper, John le Webbe^ 
and PhiUp de Bath; who eay that the aaid girl 
waa half a day old, aa th^ believe, and waa carried 
by the atream to the aaid apot, and they knew not 
the father or mother, nor whence ahe oame ; and 
th^ aay that ahe had no name that they know. 
They aay alao that she waa not baptiaed, aa they 
believe, by the sign that the nayel waa not tied. 
Aaked whether any aided or counselled the death, 
they say they know nothing. The firat finder waa 
William Sweyn, waynepayn ; hia pledgee are Philip 
de Bathe and John le Webbe. 



WILLIAM LB OOUPXBB; Wedneaday, June U, 

1343. 
It came to pass on Wedneaday, Si Bamabes Day, 
that William le Ooupere of South Leigh, being in 
the Castle prison, died there. The Oaroners came 
there on the said Wednesday and viewed him dead 
and held an inquest from the four nearer parishes 
of St. Thdmaa, St. ISbbe, St Aldate, and St Peter 
in the Bailey, by the oath of Bia de Warborughe, 
Boh. de Newentone, Walter de Quenyntone, Thoa. 
de Horspathe, Thomas de Stanlake, Will' de Grutte- 
worth. Bio' de Lacheford, Joh' le Webbe, Thomaa 
de Lnghtebomghe^ Walter de Braye, Boger le 
Smyth, and Joh' de Bathe; who say that William 
le Coupere, accused by William Goffyn, was taken 
with 3 cart-horses (Jumentorum), 2 colts, 1 pultre, 
at the suit of the said William, and so died by 
natural death, for he was sick with diverse dla- 
eaaes; and he suffered no undue hardship from 
the warden of the prisoners or from other; and he 
had his church rights. 



son of Bok le Wyntavencff of Winchester dame at 
Oxford before William de Whatele and Bichard de 
^nesham, coroners of Oxford, and John de Bre- 
huU and John de Bereford, ballifb of the town, 
and found pledgee of prosecuting Bobert Bryan on 
a charge of felony, vis., that on Thuraday, the, 
VigU of All Sainta, at night at le Broken Oroya be- 
tween Meroham and Abingdon he aobbed the said 
John of a horse and 20 aahnona, value 13s. 4d., and 
took the horse and salmona to Oxford, and there 
they were found with him and secured; whereof 
the said John «ccuaea the aaid Bobert The pledges 
are Alan de Hetone and John Best 



Saturday, Jan. 16^ 1343. 
On Jan. 18, 16 Bd. m., Thomas Lambheide» of 
Meroham, came before the said oononera and 
baiUfls at Oxford and found pledges of proaeooting . 
John de Hedesoombe as a felon, on the charge thai 
on Thursday after the day of St Hillary, at Middel* 
tone by Sutton in Berks at night he feloniously 
robbed him of 8 aheep, worth 8s., and took them to 
Oxford ; and there the sheep were found with him. 
and secured. Pledges, John Lokyng, John HaraUt 



KASTBB MONDAY; April M. 1343. 
This indenture between the coroners of Ozfoid 
and John de Alvetone sheriff testiflea that the 
coronQps have delivered to the Sheriff the cause 
and process of an accusation made before them 
and the bailiffs of Oxford by Nicholas de Mer* 
atone, servant of the King at Woodstock, against 
Bobert de Biltone of Holdemess, for robbery and 
breach of the peace, vis., that on Monday in lastet 
week he appeared before the coroners and balUlIa 
and found pledges, vis., John Mymecan and John 
le Peyntoun, that he would prosecute the said 
Bobert as a felon on the charge that on Saater 
eve, 17 Ed. III., between Woodatock and Wolver- 
cote, in the hundred of Wootton, he robbed Che 
said Nicholas of a carthorse (jumento) of wbldi 
he was in charge, belonging to the horses of the 
King, worth lOQs., and took it away and did his 
wiU therewith. 



Saturday, Nov. 2, 1342. 
On 8»tqrda7y the Fe«at of £k»ula, 16 Bd. IH., Jc^ 



JOHN LB GOG; July 4, 1343. 
It came to paaa on Friday after St Peter and St 
Paul, 17 Bd. IIL, that Bobert Ballard of SUunton 
flrat found John le Ooo of Somerset, aervant of the 
Abbey of Bewley, dead in the Thames by the 
Abbe^. The coroners came and viewed him deed, 
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and held an inquest by the nearer parishee, vis., 
Bt Thomas, St Bbbe, and St Peter in the Bailey, 
by the oath of WUl. le Deghere, Ric. de War- 
boroghe, John Both, Qeoffrey Mere, Will, le Peyn- 
loan, John Damalea, John le Chymber, John Bole- 
mount, Will. Hoywode, Helyae le Taillonr, William 
le Taillonr, and Michael Pille ; who eay that John 
le Coo bathed in the Thames on Thursday without 
a companion and so was drowned. The parish of 
St. Qilea did not come to the inquest. Pledges of 
Uie Under, Michael Pille and WilL le Deghere. 



THOMAB LB CBIBI«BMAKBR ; Monday, 
June 30, 1343. 
It came to pass on Monday after the feast of St. 
PeUr and St Paul that Will' de Teukesbury first 
found Thomas le Qrislemaker dead in a seld where 
he dwelt in the parish of St Msiy-the-Virgin. The 
eoTonen Tiewed him the same day, and held an 
inquest by the parishes of St Mary, All Saints, St 
Pe!er-in-the-Ea8t» and St. John, by the oath of John 
dyve, Thomas de Hoiepathe, Thomas le Laton«r, 
Henry Bagard, John Bureford, Walter Bunseye^ 
William le 8kynner» John Gockesgrave, Bdmund 
de Bennyngham, Thomas de Wormenhale» Ralf le 
Gvseiere, and John le Latoner* who say that on 
Sunday, the feast of St Peter and St Paul, after 
curfew William de Tuttlesdone came with others 
unknown in the High Street and assaulted the said 
Thomas, and he emote him in the breast to the 
heart with a knife, price 2d., whereof he died ; so 
he slew him and fled, no one knows whither, for 
li was night They say also that none other was 
aiding or procuring his death ; of the goods of the 
f^on they know nought, nor wse he in a ward, for 
he was a clerk; and the bailiffs are bidden take 
the felon, if La should be found. Pledges of the 
ftndei; John le Latoner and John Croc 

* distomaker," whatever it may mean, is a new 
word for the Bnglish dictionary. 



MABOEET HBRBARIXES; Aug. 6, 1343. 
Inquest held at Oxford by Henry de Geddyngg, 
coroner of the king'a household, and William de 
Whatala and Bichard de %nsham, coroners, Aug. 
7, on the death of a prisoner who died in the town 
gaol, by the parishes of St Michael N., St Martin, 
St. Peter4e-Bailey, and St Mildzed, by the oath of 
William Attemore aen., John de Saxton, John de 
Svtton, Thomas de Wortone, WiUiaqi Her^bardt 



John de Walyngford, Henry Culme, John de I^a- 
sham sadler, Robert le Spuzier, Richard de Goryng, 
Alexander le Shether, and WiUiam de London 
sadler, who say that the prisoner was Margery Her- 
bardee of Wymboume Minstre, and that she was 
taken at Oxford together with other robben, hav- 
ing been aocused before the bailiffs of coining 
money feloniously, and she was arrested with 17d, 
of counterfeit money in her possession, and she 
was indicted before John do Stonor and hia com- 
panions on thiB charge, and on Aug. 8th she died 
a natural death. 

The King wae not "within the verge" on this 
day. Why the coroner of the King's household wsa 
present is not easy to explain. 



ADAM TAHA; Sept 23, 1343. 
It came to pass on Wednesday after the feast of 
St. Matthew that Adam Taha, coiriour, was dead 
in the tenement of Richard Pou[ ] in the 
parish of St Giles. The same day the coroners 
viewed him dead, and held an inquest about his 
death by the parishes of St Qiles. St. Thomas, St 
Ebbe, and St Peter-le-Bailey, by the oath of John 
de Stangrave, Edward de Wyrcestre, Richard de 
Seuoworth, Stephen de Bramptone, John de Frite- 
welle, Walter le Leche, Robert Seynt Johan, Wil- 
liam le Deghere, John Hulle, William Whiteman, 
William Garef ord, and William Gilot, who say upon 
their oath that the said Adam died a natural death 
on Tuesday after St Mathew ; and because a rum- 
our prevailed that Robert le Tableter, of Oxford, 
smote him with his fist on Monday, St Giles's day, 
over the heart, therefore his body was viewed, and 
no injury was found therein, and he had his church 
rights. They say also that none was to be blamed 
for his death. 



HBNRY DB OOLE ; Sunday. Oct 12, 1343. 
It came to pass on Tuesday after St. Dionysius 
that Richard de Korthampton found Henry de Ocle, 
baker, of the county of Bedford, dead in the tene- 
ment of Richard de Wyndesore, in the parish of 
St Peter-le-BaUey. The coroners viewed him there, 
and held an inquest l^ the parishes of Si. Peter-le- 
Bailey, St Bbbe, St Martin, and St Michael N., 
by the oath of Thomas de Godestre, John Soth, 
Richard le Hoppers, William Gruteworth, Robert 
Clanfeld, Thomss de Stanlake, Gilbert de Shipton, 
[ ] de Westone, Philip de Bathe, John de Wal- 
yn^ord, W^liftm F^laf^he, And Jph^ d^ Wa«6}x9- 
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bourne, who eaj that John do Bempton, serrani of 
John Peggy, feloniously slew Horny de Ode on 
the Sunday before at night, in the suburb without 
the north gate in Iriehmanairete, in tho parish of 
St. Mary Magdalen, and smote him with a staff on 
tho head about midnight, whereof he died, and 
that Thomas de Hampton and Bobert le Taverner 
were present and aiding, and tho said felons were 
in the N.W. ward, and had in goods to tho value 
of 2b., and the goods remain in the hands of John 
do Brehull and John de Bedeford, bailiffs; and 
the felons were eecured. Pledges of the finder, 
Thomas de Horspathe and Bobert de Newentone. 



Peter de Notingham is an addition to the known 
rectoRi of St. Michael's. 



Irishmanstrete is now George Street 
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JOHN THBiESE ; Sunday, Kov. 16, 1343. 
It came to pass on Monday after the feast of St. 
Bdmund, archbishop, that Geoffrey Bueeel, sawyer, 
found John Thresk, of the county of York, dead in 
the parish of St. Michael N. within the close of 
mag. Peter de Notyngham, parson of the said church. 
The same day the coroners came to perfoorm their 
office^ but the men of the four nearer parishes, 
vis., St. Michael N., St. Mildred, AU Saints, and 
St. Martin did not come ; wherefore for default of 
the district they could hold no Inquest; but on 
Tuesday they came to the epot to perform their 
office, and the men of the four parishes did not 
come, so that they could hold no inquest. But aa 
Wednesday the coroners came and viewed the said 
John, and held an inquest by the said four parishes 
by the oath of John Soth, Blchard de Seucworth, 
Henry Torald, Philip de Hauvile, Thomas de Hors- 
pathe, John de Eyneham, John Croc, William le 
White, Bobert le Hafter, Alexander le Shether, 
William Felaugh, and Stephen de Brampton, who 
say that John de Culvyntone, of the county of Tork, 
slew John Thresk on Sunday, the feast of St. Bd- 
mund, archbishop, at the hour of vespers within 
the dose of the parson aforesaid, smiting him with 
a knife worth 2d. on the left side, of which wound 
he died at once ; and at once he fled, none knows 
whither. He had no goods nor was he in a ward, 
for he was a clerk. This befell in north-east ward, 
and security was taken of mag. Pet. de Notyng- 
ham, parson of the church, by means of William 
de la More and John de Sazton. They say also 
that none other was aiding at hie death. It was 
commanded the bailiffs to take the said John if he 
be found. Pledges of the first finder, William 
felage and Willi^in Ha la Mpre. 



NICHOLAS EBNEYS; Friday, Bee. 5, 1343. 
It came to psas on Saturday the feast of BL 
Nicholas that Walter Buffard found Nicholas Bmeys 
dead at Boostallhalle, in St. Peter-in-B. ; the coro- 
ners viewed him and held an inquest by the par- 
ishes of St. Peter-in-the-B., St John, and St Mary, 
by the oath of Bichaid le Coo, Boger Pyroun, Bd- 
mund de Bermyngham, Nicholas de Brayles, Nicho- 
las de Glettone, Thomas Abraham, William le 
Mareschal, John de Shiptone, Thomas Watmenhale, 
John de Cockesgrave, NioholsB Qerlannd, and John 
Clyve; who say that on Friday before Hie said 
Saturday Laurence Breton, of Warwickshixe, and 
Nicholas Bmeys, had a contention before the said 
hall, and the said Laurence drew hie knife and pur- 
sued the said Nlcholae in the high stzeet and 
smote him in the breast with the knife even to the 
heart, and fled at once, none knows whither; and 
the said Laurence had in goods to the value of 2b., 
and they remain in the hands of John de Bxehull 
and John he Bedeford, bailiffs of Ozfoord ; and this 
befell in south-east ward; and- Boger Pyxoun and 
John de Shipton being neighbouis were attached, 
the former by Thomas Abraham and John ^beBaldyn- 
don, the latter by Nicholas de Gletton and Nicholas 
de Brayles. Pledges of the finder, John Oonnezaunt 
and Bobert de Lyndeseye. 

BoEstallhalle is now Waif ord's shop. "Attached** 
means that security was taken from them. 



ADAM PBDB; Wednesday, Jan. 14> 1344. 
It came to pass on Wednesday after St Hillary 
that Boger Blyc found Adam Pede» son of John 
Pede, of Thame, dead in St Martin's parish, in the 
High Street The coroners viewed him thexe^ and 
held an inquest by the nearer parishes, vis., 8t 
Martin's, St Michael's N., and St Peter-le-Bdley, 
by the oath of John de Bury, William Bettes^ Gil- 
bert le Sadeler, Bichard Atte Ohambie^ Bidhard da 
Sutton, John de Milton, John de Bedyng, John de 
Wattlyngtone, Hugh [ 1 John de la Mazohe, 
and ** Francissus " le Bucher; who say thai John, 
son of John le Oordewaner, of Caiurohhnlls^ slew 
the said Adam on the said Wednesday in the High 
Street with a knife, worth Id., smiting him tn the 
back even to the heart, and John the felon was 
taken by the bailiffs and imprisoned; and he had 
in goo49 to the value of fls., which zemain in the 
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iMDdB of John de BrehoU, and John de 

the bailiffs; and this befeU in N.B. waxd; and the 

pariah of All Saints' did not oome to the inquest. 



WALTEE LB DODDEB AND ADAM LB SUTBR; 

Not. 26, 1343. 
Memorandam that on Wednesday afte? the feast 
of St. Katherine^ 17 Bd. IIL, Walter de Dodder, of 
3ybford, approver, and Adam le Sonter, of Feryng- 
ford, feloniously broke the prison of the Gaatle of 
OzfooNl by night and fled to the ohnrch of the Friars 
Hinoni, and the coroners came to the ehnroh and 
saw the said Walter and Adam there, and asked of 
them for what eanee th^ fled to the ehnioh and 
kept themselves theie^ and they confessed before 
the eoronsn that ih^ had broken the priscHi of the 
Castle of Oxford, and that they were oommcm rob- 
bers of diverse robberies. The ooroners required 
them to render themselves to the king's peace; 
they said they would not. The baUifEs, therefore, 
were ordered to have good custody lest th^ should 
escape. Afterwarda on Wednesday after the feast 
of St. Luoy they broke (from) the said church and 
withdrew. And afterwards the coroners came on 
Wednesday after BU Hillary and held an inquest 
about their escape by the parishes <^ St Martin, 
81 Michael N., and St Peter-le-Bailey, by the oath 
of John de Bury, William Bettes, Gilbert le [ I 
Biohazd Tyes, John atte CSiaumbre, Bichard de 
Sutton, John de Milton, John de Bedyng, John de 
Wattlyngton, [ ] Yeftele, John de la Marche, and 
Fraooissus le Bueher; who say the felooe escaped 
from the church by night for want of custody ; they 
eay th^ had nought in goods, and were in no ward, 
for they were strangers; and this befell in South 
West warde ; and the pariah of All Saints did not 
come to the inquest 



The Wedneeday after the feaet of St. Lucy is 
December 17th ; the CTjininals, therefore, remained 
three weeks in the church. The QieyfriaiB' Ghuroh 
was to the west of St Ebbe's Church ; it would be 
reached from the Castle as quickly ee any church. 
An approver is much what we call king's evidence. 
It will be noticed that the Jury is the eame as in 
the inquest on Adam Pede, so that we aire able to 
fill up the missing names. 



FBIDAT, JAN. 16, 1344. 
Memorandum that on Friday after the feast of 
St Hillaiy, Thomas Pede, eon of Thomas Pede, of 
Ibame, came before Will. 4e WlMtele and Bio, d9 



Bynssham, king's conmam of the town of Oxford, 
and found pledges that he would prosecute John, 
son of John le Oordewaner, of Ghurchhulle, on the 
charge that he feloniously slew Adam Pede, of 
Thame, <»i Wednesday, after the feast of St Hillary, 
in the town of Oxford, in the parish of St Martin, 
in the High Street; and the pledges he found were 
Walter le Deghere and John Haraston, both of Ox- 
ford. 



BOLL OF WILL. DB WHATBLB AND BIC. DB 
BYNBSHAM, from Jan. 25^ in the 18th year, to 
Jan. 25, in the 19th year. 



DAVID VOYL; Tuesday, Feb. &4» 1344w 
It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of 
St Peter-in-Cathedra, in the I8th year of Edward 
III., that David Voyl, clerk, from Wales, died at 
Spicexshall, in the parish of St Edward. The 
coroners came on that Tuesday and viewed him 
dead there, and held an inquest by the four nearer 
pariahea, to wit, St Edward's, AU Saints', St Mar- 
tin's, St Peter's-in-the-Bailey, by the oath of John 
de Swaneboume, John de Watlingtcm, John le 
Disher, WilL Munt, WilL de Ledhale, John Clyve^ 
John Hostiler, John de Broughton, WilL le White, 
John Wagget, John de Bedyng, and WiU. de Hey- 
wode, who sic^ upon their oath that on Saturday 
before the feast of St Peter-in*Cathedra Hugh 
Mymmes feloniously slew the said David Voyl, in 
the suburb of Oxf osd, in the parish of St Thomas, 
by night long after curfew ; he shot him felonious- 
ly with an arrow in the beUy, whereof he died ; and 
at once the felon fled ; whither, is not known, for 
it was at night And they say that he had no 
chattels, lands, or tenements, nor was he in a 
ward ; but he was of the manupast of the abbot of 
Oseney ; and the said David had his church rights ; 
thesef ore he had no finder. And the bow and arrow 
were priced at eightpenoe ; and the bailiffs were 
bidden take the felon. 

Spioer's Hall, in St Edward's parish, was un- 
known to Wood. A servant was in "mainpast " of 
his master; and in some casea the master was 
responsible for his misdeeds. 



JOHN DB SNOWDOUNE ; Tuesday, Feb. £4, 1344. 
It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of 8t 
Peter-inX>athedxa that John de Snowdoune, clerk, 
died in the hall of St. Lawrence, in the parish of 
St Michael Nortti* The ^^otoneia ^|^^ t^at day 
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And viewed him dead» and held «n inqnett from 
the four nearer pariehes, to wit, 8t Miehael'fl North, 
AU Saints', St. MarUn's, and St. Mildred's, by the 
oath of Henry Torald, Philip de Hauville, John de 
Qyneaham, eadler, Bartholomew de Comnbia, Henry 
Colne, Walter de Quenyngtone, John Soth, Thomas 
de Stanlake, Michael Pille, Roger de Lonndes- 
dale, WilL de Qritteworth, Thomas de Henzeye; 
who say that Hugh Mymmes on the Satnrday be- 
fore the feast of St. Peter*in-Cathedra feloniotiely 
slew John de Snowdonne, clerk, in the suburb of 
Oxford, in the parieh of St. Thomss ; he shot him 
in the eye with an arrow by night, long after cur- 
few ; whereof he died. And at once the felon fled ; 
whither, is not known. They say aleo that he had 
no chsitels, lands or tenementa^ nor wae he in a 
ward, but was of the manupast of the abbot of 
Oseney. And the said John had liie church rights. 
And they priced the bow and arrow at eizpence; 
and the bailiffs were bidden take the felon. 



St. Lawrence Hall was in Ship Street, not far 
from the comer into the TurL 
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ROBERT DE SHALLFORD ; Saturday, May 1, 1J44. 
It came to psae on Sundsy after the feast of St. 
Philip and Stw James, in the 18th year of Edward 
IIL, that John de Rydeedale first found Robert de 
Bhallford, of Durham, dead at Bedefordhall, in the 
parish of St. Michael North. The coroners came 
that day and viewed him dead there, and held an 
inquest from the four nearer parishes, to wit, Si 
Michaere North, St. Mildred's, St Martin's, and AU 
Saints, by the oath of John de Lokynton, Will, de 
London, sadeler, WilL Pouk, John Sperauk, WilL 
Herbszd, Hen. le Sdatter, Bob. Flezman, Robb le 
Taillour, Rio. Tyes, Roger le Shethere, Gilbert Berd 
and Roger Felawe; who say upon their oath that 
Roger le White of Oheeter feloniously slew Robert 
de Shalf ord on Saturday the feast of St Philip and 
St James by night long after curfew, in the king's 
way in the said parish; he smote him with a knife, 
value twopence, on the right side, even to the 
hearty and wounded him ; whereof he died; and at 
once he fled ; whither, is not kiK>wn ; for it was at 
night. Th^ say that they know nothing about the 
goods, lands, and tenements of the felon; nor waa 
he in a ward, for he waa a clerk. They say also 
that none other was aiding or procuring at the death 
of the said Robert And this befell in the North 
Bast ward. Pledges of the flndeor WilL Felaw and 
John da Walyntf ord. 



This Bedfoxd Hall is unknown. There wie a Bed* 
ford Hall in Brasenoee Lane, but it wie in St Mil- 
dred's parish, not St Michael's. 



MATILDA DE GAREFORD; Saturday, June & 
It came to pass on Saturday after the feast of 
Holy Trinity that MatUda de Gare^rd died in the 
street and parish of St Edward by the house of 
John de Swaneboume. The coroners came that 
day and viewed her dead, and held an inquest by 
the four nearer parishes, St Edward's, All Saints, 
St Michael's South, and St Mary's, by the oath of 
John de Stangrave, John de Ardem, Rob. atte 
Ghaumbre, WilL atte More, John de Shelden, Rob. 
Seyntjon, Jc^n Droe, Geol. de Overton, WilL atte 
Ohaumbre, Rob. le Tableter, WilL de Stratton, and 
Walter le Skynner; who say upon their oath that 
on the Friday at the third hour Matilda wiihed to 
draw water from a well within the abode of John 
de Swaneboume, and by misfortune slipped and 
fell in the well, and afterwards arose from the 
well and ascended from it by a ladder; and ahe 
said that she would go home, and in going she fell 
down in the street and died there. Asked what was 
the cause of her death they say that she fell in the 
well; and they say that none other is to be blamed 
for her death, and that she had her church rights. 
Therefore an injunction was given to John de 
Swaneboume by the coroners and bailiffs that he 
should fill up the well under a penalty of twenty 
shillings. And security was taken from John de 
Swaneboume by means of Will, de Ledhale and 
Rob. de la Ohaumbre. 

St Edward's Street is now Alfred Street It is 
known that John de Swanboume lived on the east 
side, at the back of the London and County Bank. 
The well was reckoned to be the cause of the death ; 
as it could not be forfeited to the king, the owner 
bidden flU it up. 



RICHARD BOST; Thursday, Sept 23, 1344. 
It came to pass on Thursday after the feast of 
St Mathew, apostle and evangelist, that Richard 
Bost died in a house (onto) where John Boet dwells 
by Draperyehalle, in the parish of St Martin. The 
coroners came and viewed him, and held an inquest 
by the nearer parishes, to wit, St Martin's, St 
Peter's-in-the-Bailey, and St Michael's North, by 
the oath of Rio. de Hampton, John Waget, WilL 
Felaghe^ John de Eynesham, sadeler, Stephen de 
B<amptoo» John de Bury, WilL Heyirode, John de 
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Aedyng, Ek. de Warborgk, Bob. de CUnef^Id, Wal- 
ter de Quenyntone, And John Soth ; who say upon 
their oath that on Monday the vigil of St Mathew 
theie came one John Jolyf, at Stokwelle-etrete, in 
the subuTb of Oxford, in the parish of St. Giles, 
after curfew, and made an assault on Richard Bost 
and smote him o^ the head with a great etafif, 
whereof he died. Th^ eay also that John Cistewee 
and John Brown were aiding at the death of the 
eaid Richard. They say also that the said feloue 
immediately fled; whither, is not known; for it 
wa6 at night; and that the felons had nought in 
goods, nor lands noor tenements, that they know; 
but they were in north- west ward ; and that Richard 
had his church zightB. And the baliilTs weie bid- 
den take the felone, if they hare been found. The 
paxiBh of fit Oiks did not come to the inquest. 
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Drapery Hall is now the Grown Iim in Ckxm- 
market 



JOHN OP KBNYNTONB; Wednesday, Oct £0, 1344. 
It came to paes on Wednesday after the feaet of 
St Frideswide that John, eon of Bernard, of Kenyn- 
tooe, died in the church of St Biildied. The coro- 
ners came the eame day and viewed him there, and 
held an inquest by the four nearer parishes, to wit, 
6t Mildred's, All Bainto', St Michael's North, and 
St Bdwazd's, by the oath of John de Brampton, 
John de Stanegrave, Ralph le Grasiere, John Cxooc, 
WilL atte More, John de Sheldon, Boger de North- 
wode, John Aukeland, WilL de Shirebourne, John 
de Schrovesbuxy, Geof. Puliter, and John le Sel**re; 
who say that John le Welish, of Newcastle, felon- 
iously slew John, son of Bemaxd, in the high street, 
in the parish of All Saints, on Tuesday, the feast 
of St Frideswide^ at the hour of vespers ; he smote 
him with a knife on the left side even to the heart, 
whareof he died. They say also that John le Welish 
had nought in goods, nocr was he in a ward, being 
a clerk. They say also that John, son of Bernard, 
had his church rights. And this befell in north-eaet 
ward, in the high street And they priced the knife 
at twopence. 

JOHN LE WELISH; Wednesday, Oct 20^ 1344. 
It came to pass on Wednesday after the feast of 
Bt Frideswide that John Attehulle, of Botele, first 
found John le Welish, of Newcastle, dead in a 
cellar, in a tenement of the abbess of Godstow, in 
Shidyerd, in the parish of St Edward. The coro- 
ners came and viewed him the same day and held 
an inquest ftom the four nearer parishes, to wit, 



St Edward's, St John's, St Mary's, and dt Mick- 
ael's South, by the oath of John Phelippe, John de 
Stanegrave, John de Stodleghe, John Sheldon, John 
Arderne, Boger le Peutezer, Adam le Cook, Bobert 
le Tapermaker, John Cormeraunt, WiU. Peyntour, 
Adam le Taillour, and Bobert de York; who say 
that John, son of Bernard de Kenynton, feloniously 
slew John le Welish on Tuesday, St Frideswide's 
day, at the hour of vespers, in the high street, in 
the parish of All Saints ; he smote him with a knife 
in the breast even to the heart; whereof he died. 
They say also that John, son of Bernazd, had nought 
in goods. This befell in north-east ward, and they 
priced the knife at one penny. Pledges of the finder 
Adam de Welyngton and John de Stodleghe. 



Shidyezd Street js now Oriel Stteet Originally 
it extended south as far as the city wall, and this 
tenement of Godstow was on the south of Canter- 
bury Gate of Christ Church. 



JOHN DE LUFFENAM; Fnday, Nov. 26, 1344. 
It came to pass on Friday after the feast of St 
Katherine that John de SwyneshuUe fixst found 
John de Luffenam dead at Golyashalle^ in the 
parish of St Edward. The coroners came and 
viewed him, and held an inquest from the four 
nearer parishes, vis., St Edward's, St John's, St 
Mary's, and St Michael's South, by the oath of 
Biohard Bate, Thomas Lughteborghe, Nicholse le 
Cofriour, Bobert de Waxdyngton, John le Boltere, 
John de Bureford, Bichard de Northflete, John le 
White, Walter le Skynnere, WilL Irish, Bobert atte 
Chaumbre, and John de flwaneboume; who say 
that Hugo de Houdeby feloniously slew John de 
Luffenam on Thursday, St Katharine's day, in the 
suburb of Oxford without North Gate, in Irishman- 
strete, in the parish of St Mary Magdalen; he 
smote him in the breast with a knife even to the 
heart, whereof he died at once; and immediate 
he fled ; whither is not known. They say also that 
John de Burgyngham, manciple, was aiding at the 
death. They say also that the felons had nought 
in goods, nor were they in a ward, for they were 
strangers ; and that no one else was to be blamed 
for his death. And this befell at the hour of ves- 
pers. And they priced the knife at twopence. And 
the baUifls are commanded to take the felooa if 
they have been found. Pledges of the flnder; John 
le Bolter and John de Bureford. 



Golyas Hall is unknown to Wood. Irishman Street 
is now called George Street. 



I 



] 



a 



ItOBSBt Lfi fBfi; Mdfty, Jftn. 21, 1346. 
It e«me to paw on Friday aftear the feast of 8. 
F«bian and 6. Sebastian that Bichazd Bagamuffyn, 
waynepayn, fixiat found Bobert le Fze, of Wyghtham, 
dead in the Thames without weiA «Kte, in the par- 
iah of St. Thomaa. The ooronesa came and viewed 
him dead and held an inquest by the four nearer 
pazishea, viz., St. Thomaa, St Peter-in-the-Bailey, 
St. fibbe, and 8t Aldate; by the oath of Biehazd de 
Warborghe, Thomaa de Leghe, Thomaa de Hois- 
pathe^ Michael Pille^ Bobert le Fishere, WilL Mau- 
f ey, John de Kyngeston, Bio. Godandf ayx, Bio. le 
HiUewaid, Thomas de Henzeye, Henry Buxgeys, 
and John Fage; who say that Bobert le Ere <» 
Tueaday, the vigil of the Conoeption of 8. Mazy-the- 
Virgin, at the hour of vee2>er8, was navigating a 
boat on the Thamea between Seaoourt ("Seuk- 
woffth ") mill and Ozfoxd, and by misfortune fell 
from the boat into the Thamea, and so waa drowned. 
And they pzioed (he boat at 38. ; and (he baiUlfa 
were bidden aieie the boat; and the j-uzora aay that 
Boh. le Fie was brought by the current to the plaoe 
where he was found, and that the boat belonged to 
(he said mill. Pledgee of the finder William Man. 
ley. Bid le Hoppere. 



Beaooort Mill must have been between Wytham 
•nd Bottey, but the whole village of Seaoourt haa 
disappeared. " Waynepayn " oannot be found an 
any diotionazy ; it was evidently (he name of some 
tndew 



BOLL OF WILU DB WHATELB AND BIO. DE 
BTNBBHAM, horn Jan. 25, 18 Bd. lU., to 
Jan. 26, 20 Bd. UL 
XH0MA8 KOBE; Tuesday, Feb. 8, 1345. 
It caine to pass on Wednesday after the feast of 
the PuziAoatioD, in (he Idth year of King Edward, 
(hat Boger de Wynton, spenser (Uxa) fizst found 
Thomas Koie de Wellea, dark, dead at Whitehalle, 
(by the house of John de Langriflhe, in the aubuzb 
without south gate. The coronera oame and viewed 
him, and held an inqueat by the nearer paiiahea, 
vis., St Midhael South, St. Aldate^ and St. Edward, 
by the oath of WilL de Northampton, Boger de 
Somerton, John Dioh, Thomas Botelmaker, John 
de Thame, John le Bolter, Thomaa de Elmendene, 
Peter le Fleohere, Thomas Power, Peter de Bourne, 
John le TaiQour, and John le Bowyere; who aay 
(hat Geof. Skot, sorivener (tib-yvfyn), slew Thomaa 
Moore de Wellea on (he Tueaday before at the hoar 
of vespers ; with a knife he smote him on the right 
side and wounded him to the heart, in the high 



atreet, in the pszish of 6i, Mazy-the-Vlrgin, wheieol 
he died ; and at onoe he fled ; and the felon had 
nought in goods that they knew ; nor waa he in a 
ward, for he was a clerk. And this befell in south- 
east ward. And they priced the knife at 2d. ; and 
the bailiffs were ordered to take the felon, if he 
has been found. Pledges of (he finder, Thomaa 
Elmedene and John le Bolter. 



This Whitehall is unknown. 



JOHN H AMOUND ; Wednesday, Feb. 23* 1346. 

It oame to paea on Wednesday after the feast of 
St Peter4nX)athedxa that John Hamound of Walea, 
being in the prison of the town of Oxford, died in 
the prison. The coroners came the same day and 
viewed him there and held an inquest by the four 
nearer pariahea, vis., St. Michael North, St. Mildred, 
St. Peter-in-the-Bailey, and St Martin, by the oath 
of Bio. de Sutton, WilL Felagh, Hugh Muesewyke, 
Bic. Qorynge, John de Walyngford, Alex. Shether, 
Will, de London, Bob. le Hafter, John le Hafter, 
Bob. Qaunt, Bob. Pethynge, Giles le Sporiere; who 
say that John Hamound died in the prison on 
Tuesday the feaat of St Peter-in-Oathedra by a 
natural death, and that he endured no haidship at 
the hands of the warden or other. They aay also 
fba(t the said John was taken with a porcelain cup 
(oipho de murro), worth 3s., which he had stolen at 
the house of Nicholas Qerlaund, and waa put in 
prison at the suit of the said Nicholas. 



THOMAS DE BABTON; Friday, Feb. 25, 1345. 
It came to pasa on Friday after the feast of St 

Matthiaa that Thomas de Barton died in the high 
street, in the parish of All Saints. The coroners 
came the same day and viewed him dead, and held 
an inquest by the nearer iMnishes, vis.. All Sainta', 
St Martin's, and St Mildred's, by the oath of 
Henry de Goseford, Bic de Dumyng {tie), Geof. de 
Overton, Bic Chichely, John Hostiler, John le 
White, Will. Munt, John Hulle, Stephen de Cor- 
nubia, John Spene, John Denchesworth, and Bob. 
le Tableter; who say that Bob. de Hibernia, clerk, 
slew Thomas de Barton by night long after curfew ; 
he emote him with a knife to the heart in the high 
street, in the parish of AU Saints', on Thursday, 
before the said Friday; whereof he died; and at 
once the felon fled ; whither, is not known. And 
they say that Thomas de Barton had his church 
rights ; theief ore he had no finder. They say also 
that Bobert had nought in goods, nor was in a 
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waxd, for lie wafl a dexk. And this befell in sontli- 
east ward. And they valued the knife at twopence ; 
and the paiish of St. Peter-in-the-Bailey did not 
oome to the inquest. And the bailifte were com- 
manded to take the felon. 



HSNBT DB PETBESBOBOHB ; fiunday, AprU 17» 

1345. 
It came to pass on Sunday before the feast of 
6t George that Henry de Petreeborghe died in the 
hall called Btauntonhall, in St. Maiy'a pariah. The 
coroneiB came and yiewed him there and held an 
inquest by the four nearer parishes^ vii., St. Mary'e, 
All Saints', St. Edward's, and St. MUdred's, by the 
oath of John Orooc, Adam de Welyngtone, Heniy 
Bagard, Bobert Lyndeeeye, Boger de Northwode, 
Geof. le Saucer, John atte Noke, Nic. le Taillur, 
Adam le Taillur, John Cormeraunt, Thomas le 
Latoner, and John de Olneye; who say that on 
Saturday before the said Sunday between midnight 
and curfew, in the high street, in the said parish, 
Thomas de Okele, fourbiour, slew the said Henry ; 
he smote him with a knife even to the heart, whereof 
he died ; and at once the felon fled ; whither, is not 
known; for it was at night And they say that 
Andrew de Ode, fourbour, James le Fouxbiour, In- 
gram le Latoner, and John Copyn, bowyer, were 
aiding at the murder, and that he had his church 
rights, therefore he had no finder, and that the said 
felons had nought in goods, but they were In a 
ward; Andrew de Ode wae in south-east ward; 
James, Ingram and John Copyn were in north-east 
ward. And the bailiffs were bidden take the felons ; 
and the knife was priced at threepence; and this 
befell in south-east ward. 

Staunton HaU is the westernmost part of Uni^er- 
fity College. 



ALICB OF LITTON; Wednesday, April 27, 1345. 
It came to pass on Thursday after the feast of 
8t Mark that Alice, wife of John de Luyton, died 
In a house called Vynehall, in the parish of St. 
Peter-in-the-Bailey. The coroners came and viewed 
her, «Lnd hdd an inquest by the fonr nearer par- 
ishes, vis., St. Peter-in-the-Bailey, St Hartin, St 
Ebbe^ and Si. Michael at the North Gate, by the 
oath of John le Plomer, Thomas de Honpathe, 
Walter de Warborghe, Thomas de Stanlake, Will de 
Gritteworth, Bio, le Taillur, Henry Burgeys, Bic 
de Brackle, WiU. le Webbe, Hugh le Skynner, John 
de lademartone, and Bichard de Warborghe ; who 
Bay that the said Alice died of a tumor on Wednea- 



day before that Thursday ; and tliat none otW was 
guilty of her death, and that she had her church 
sights. 

This Vinehall was probably at the corner of St. 
Bbbe's Street and Castle Stseet The name means 
"house for wine," and until a few years ago it was 
still a pubUo-house. 



JOHN LB TAILLUB ; Tuesday, May 10, 1345. 

It came to pass on Tuesday after the Ascension 
that Hugh de Henzey, baker, first found John le 
Taillur, of Cudlyngton, dead in the house of Bichard 
Bate, cobbler, in the parish of St Thomas'. The 
coroneis came the same day and viewed him there, 
and held an inquest by the four nearer parishes, 
vis., St Thomas', St. Ebbe, St Aldate, and St 
Peter-in-the-Bailey, by the oath of Will, de Wormen- 
hale, Bic. Bate, John le Masoun, Bob. le Fisheste, 
Nic le Ouriour, John le Taillur, Bic de Wyghtham, 
WilL de Taillur, John le Taillur, Alan le Corlour, 
John de Henxeye, and John Pusemer ; who say that 
Will, de Plumpton, "skryveyn," slew John le 
Taillur on Sunday after the feast of the Ascension, 
at the hour of curfew, in the king's way, in the 
said parish; he smote him with a knife in the 
breast even to the heart ; and immediately he fled ; 
whither, is not known; for it was at night They 
say also that John de Heomesborghe wae aiding at 
his death. They say also that the felons had nought 
in goods, nor were they in a ward, for they were 
derks. And the bailiffs were bidden take the felons, 
and they priced the knife at twopence; and this 
befell in north-west ward. Pledges of the flnder 
are Kic Bale and John le Masoun. 

John, though slain on Sunday, was found on 
Tuesday. The explanation is that the word " slain " 
means "received a wound of which he died." 



JOHN DB HAMPTON; Tuesday, June 14, 1545. 

It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of 8t 
Barnabas that Bic. Orumphorn found John, son of 
Catexine de Hampton, dead in the high street^ in 
the parish of St Michad North. The coroners came 
and viewed him there and hdd an inquest by the 
nearer parishes, vis., St Michael North, St Martin, 
and St Peterle-Bailey, by the oath of Bic. de Sut- 
ton, John le Haftar, John de Lychefdd, Thomas 
Bugworih, Bio. de Gorynge, John Botele, WilL de 
London, John de Sheldon, Bic. le Fouirbour, Will, 
le Latoner, John de Lychefdd, and WilL May; who 
say that Th<»na6 da Flaxeby dew the said John on 
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Tnaaday In the higb f ftnet in the Mid pariah after 
eorfew; lie amote him with a knife in the bxeaet 
even to the lieart, whereof he died. They aay elao 
that the felon had nought in goode. And imrne- 
ditttely he fled ; whither, is not known. The bailiflia 
were bidden take the felon ; and the pariah of St 
Mildred did not oome to the inqneat; and they 
price the knife at tbreepenoe; and this befell in 
north-eaat ward. Pledgea of the finder, Rio. de 
Sutton and John de I^rohefeld. 

The reooml aaya that the nnirder waa done on 
Taeaday after dark, and the wording would imply 
that tho inqtueet waa alao held on Tueaday. Pro- 
bably the writer made a 



BOBERT DB BABTON; Sunday, June 12, 1545. 

It came to peas on Sunday after the feaet of Si 
Bemabaa that Bobert de Barton died in St Bioh- 
ard'a Hall, in the pariah of St Bdward. The same 
day the eoronera viewed him and held an inqueat 
by the four nearer pariahea^ tIi., St Edward'a, All 
Saints', St Hichaere South, and St John'a, by the 
oath of ThoB. de Gonewardeby, John Bolter, John 
Philip^ Walter Skynner, WJIL atte Gbaumbre, WiU. 
de Strattone, Jom P [ ] atte Ohanmbre, John 

May, Will Irish, Nio. le Taillur, and John de 
Thomele; who eay that on Tuesday after the feast 
of Holy Trinity the said Bobert by misfortune fell 
on his knife in the pariah of St Mary Magdalen 
without north gate, in the king's way, and his knife 
out a vein in the calf of the leg under the knee, 
of which wound he was long sick and died. And he 
had his church rights. Misfortune. 



In 1945 the Tuesday after Trinity Sunday wae 
May 24. St Blchard's Hall was probably aouth of 
et Bdward's church, on the west side of St Bd- 
ward'a atreet 

MATHEW; Thursday, July 21, 1546. 
It came to paaa on Thursday before the feaet of 
St Mary Magdalen that John Planterose first found 
Mathew le Flex . . . dead in the house where the 
eaid John dweDe in Walton, in the parish of St 
Giles. The coroners came the same day and viewed 
him and held an inquest by the four nearer par- 
ishes, vis., St Giles', St Thomas', St Ebbe's, and 
St Peter-in-the-Bailey, by the oath of Ric Pouke, 
Walter le Leche, John de Fretewelle, John Cistewe, 
John le Chapman, Henry by the atrete, John De- 
verel, John le Bolter, Nic. le Noble, Henry le 
Baker, Jchn de Gaumpedene, and John P^e; 



who say that John Goer, of Walea^ slew the said 
Mathew on Monday after the feaat of St Margaret 
at Walton, in the Ida^a way, at the hour of curfew ; 
he amote him with a knife in the head whereof he 
died; and the felon was taken and put in prison; 
and he had nought in goods, nor wae he in a ward, 
for he waa a stranger; and they priced the knife 
at Id. ; and this befell in north-weat ward. Pledgea 
of the finder, WUL Frame and John Cistews. 



JOHN LUFFBWYK; Sunday, Sep. 25, 1545. 

It came to paas on Sunday before the feaat of 
St Michael that Bobert Frome, of Walton, first 
found John Luffewyk, ''skiyveyn," dead in the 
high street in All Saints' parish. The coroners came 
and viewed him and held an inquest by the nearer 
pariahea, vis.. All Saints', St Mary-the- Virgin, and 
St Mildred, by the oath of John Aukeland, John le 
White, John Phelip^ John le Cook, Henry Bagard, 
Thomas de Worton, Walter Skynnere, Will, de Led- 
bale, Bob. de danefeld, Bia de Cumpton, John 
Parmenter, and Hugh le Mareshal; who say that 
William Tydeman slew John Luffewyk on the said 
Sunday at the hour of curfew ; he smote him with 
a knife on the right side even to the heart, whereof 
he died ; and the felon fied at once ; whither, is not 
known, for it was at night They say that he liad 
nought in goods, nor was he in a ward, for he was 
a stranger; and this befell in south-east ward ; and 
they priced the knife at twopence ; and the parish 
of St Edward did not oome to the inquest; and 
the bailiffs were bidden take the felon. Pledges of 
the finder, John Phelip and Will, de Ledhale. 



GBOFFBEY WBNDLYNG ; Wednesday, Deo. 2B, 

1545. 
It came to pasa on Wedneaday after Christmas 
Day that Geoffrey Wendlyng died in a hall called 
Bekhall, in the suburb of Grandpont The coroners 
came and viewed him and held an inquest by the 
four nearer parishes, vis., St Michael South, St 
Edward, St Aldate, and St Ebbe, by the oath of 
Thos. de Gurtlyngton, Peter de Eli, John de 
Denchesworth, John atte Dich, Henry Coupere^ 
Bob. de Yif tele, John de EUesfeld, Bob. atte Ghaum- 
bre. Will, le Bolter, WilL Skynnere, John Hales, 
and Adam le Plomer; who say that one whose 
name they know not smote Geoffrey Wendlyng with 
a knife in the breast after curfew on Saturday, 
Christmas-eve, without south gate by Trillemulle ; 
whereof he died. And at once he fied ; whither is 
not known, for it waa at night And thia befell in 
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•outh-etst waid. And he had his bhuroh righta. 
And they piioed the knife at twopeno^. 

Bekhall is now 14^ St Aldate'e. The exact situa- 
tion of Trill Mill is a little lunoeztain; perhaps it 
was in Christ Chuxeh Meadow at the back of Bek- 
hall ; but the stream which x>aased under the road 
between 9 and 10, St. Aldate's was sometimes called 
TriU Mill for faravity. 



BOLL OF WILL. DE WHATTELE and BIO. DB 
BYNBSHAH, from Jan. 25, 20 Bd. HI., to Jan. 
25 in the next year. 



WALTEB DE WABWICE; Jan. 28, 1346. 

It came to pass on Saturday after the conveision 
of St Paul, in the 20th year of Edward III., that 
John Berd, junior, first found Walter de Warewyk 
dead in the parish of St Mary in Oattestret The 
ooroneiB came <uid view him, and held an inquest 
l^ the nearer parishes^ vis., St Mazy, All Saints, 
St Peter-in-the-East^ St Mildred, by the oath of 
Nic. Gerlaund, John le Latoner, John Cormeraunt, 
Henry Bagard, John Crook, John Clyre, Adam de 
Welynton, Nic. le Taillur, Thos. del Unicornhalle, 
Thofi. le Latoner, Nic. de Qletton, and Boger Piroun, 
who say that Walter de Warewick lodged in no 
house on the night of the Friday before the said 
Saturday, but lay in Oattestret, and died of the 
cold ; ai^d none was to blame for his death. Pledges 
of the finder, Bobert de Lynde . . , and Peter le 
Flecchere. 

Misfortune. 



Beoords of this kind make us doubt whether the 
"good old times " were so very good, and whether 
" merzy England ** was a merry place for one who 
was penniless on a winter's night 



WILLIAM OAMELYN ; Thursday, March 30, 1346. 
It came to pass on Thursday after the feast of the 
Annunciation that Jooe Oacheknyte first found Will. 
Oamelyn dead in St Stephen's Ball in St John's 
parish. The coroners oame and viewed him and 
held an inquest by the nearer parishes, vii., St 
John's, St Peter's-in-the-East and St. Mary's, by 
the oath of Bob. de York, Boger de Swyneford, 
Boger de Newentonei, Blc. Bxceetre, John de Ir- 
land. Will de Walton, Will, le Taillur, Thos. de 
Couele, Boger Wyth, John de Botele sksmnere, John 
de HuUynton, and John de Horspath; who say 
that John Olayli slew Walter Gamelyn on Wednss- 



day aftefr the feast of the Auranoiation at the hoixr 
of eurfew; he shot him with an anew in the belly 
i 1 the king's way in the said parish, whereof lie 
died ; «nd this befell in south-east w«vd. They •ay 
also that the felon had nought in goods, nor -wbb 
he in a ward, Ming a clerk. And the bailiffs were 
bidden take the felon, if he be found. And tlie 
pariah of All Saints did not come to the inquest ; 
and they priced the bow and arrow at sixjwnce. 
Pledges of the f.nder, Nic. Braylesand Nio. Qlatton. 



JOHN DB STAUNTON; Tuesdaj, AprU 4, 1346. 
It came to pass on Tuesday, the feast of St Ana- 
bioses that Will. BuBsel first found John de Staun- 
ton, of Leicester, dead in Oattestret in the pariali 
of St Mary. The coroners came and viewed him^ and. 
held an Inquest by the four nearer parishes, Yix.« 
St Mary's, All Saints, St MUdired's, and St Peter'A- 
in-the-Bast, by tLe oath of John le Skynnere, John, 
de Saundene, 'hos. de Hedyndone, Bto. le Skyn- 
nere, John Brayles, Nic. de Behnesham, John de 
Dadyntone, John de Oomubia, John de Hampton, 
Waryn le Taillur, Bio. le Soutere, and John de 
Ooventre, who say that John Berd Junior slew John 
dd Stauntone on the said Tuesday; be smote him 
in the throat with a knife when it was late (int^roy 
in the street and parish aforesaid, wheceof he died ; 
and at once the felon fied ; whither is not known ; 
and he had nought in goods, 1 ut he was in north- 
east ward ; and the bailiffs were bidden taken him ; 
and they priced the knife at twopence. Pledges of 
the finder, John Saundene and John Latoner. 



HENBY WYNNE; Sunday, May 7, 1348. 
It oame to pass oa Sunday after the feast of St 
John before the Latin Gate, that Henry Wynne 
found Thomas Payn, writer, dead in the parish of 
St Peter-in4he-East, in the king's way, orer against 
Hert halL The ooroners oame and yiewed him 
there and held an inquest by the four neareor 
parishes, vis., St Peter-in-the-East, St John, St 
Mary, and All Saints, by the oath of Nio. de Brayles, 
eteph. le Mareschal, Thos. de Wormenhale, John 
de Hedyndone, Paekes le TaUlur, John de Abyn- 
done, Stephen de Oomubia, John de Brayles, Bob. 
le Taillur, John le Spicer, Bie. de Merston, and 
John de Mustertone; who saj that Will, le Cook 
dil Glaeenhalle slew Thomas Payn • he smote him 
•with a knife on the left side e^en to the heart on 
Saturday before the said Sunday after eurfew; and 
at once he fled; whither, is not known, far it was 
at night; and he had nou^t tn goods, nor was he 
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in a wttid, being a seramt of olete. And the 
bailiffs woie bidden take the felon; and this befell 
in north-east ward; and they piioed the knife at 
one penny. Pledges, John Brayles and John de 
Obestertone. 

Hert Hell is the old part of Hertford OoUege, at 
the N.B. comer. One Glasenhall was in Sohool 
Street near S. Mary's Chtixch; another was in St. 
Edward's parish. 



PHILIP MANdPLB ; Saturday, June 17, 134e. 

It oame to pass on Saturday after the feast of 
Oorpas Cristi that Henry de Wodeedone first found 
Philip Manciple dead in St Peter's Hall, in St 
Mildred's parish. The ooronera came and viewed 
Mm dead and held an inquest by the nearer par- 
ishes, vis., St Mildred's, All Saints', St Mary's, by 
the oath of Bob. Milkeeham, John Sperauk, John 
de Worton, John le Taillur, Geof. le Belleyeter, 
Will le Taillur, WilL Euasel, Thos. le Taillur, John 
le Lokiere, John de Thumele, John de Ondyntone, 
and John le Skynnere, who say that Bob. de Frode- 
sham slew Philip Manoiple on Friday before the 
said Satuxdaor in the said hall ; he smote him with 
a knife even to the heart about midnight, and at 
onoe fled, whither is not known, for it was at 
night; and he had nought in goods, nor was he in 
a ward, being a clerk; and this befell in north-east 
ward ; and the bailiffs were bidden take the felon ; 
and they priced the knife at twopence; and the 
parish of St Edward did not come to the inquest 
Pledges of the fUuler, Bob. PeUyng and Bia Ty^ys. 



St Peter's Hall was at the S.W. comer of Exeter 
Collage. 



JOHN DE OKELE; Satusday, June 17, 1348. 
' It oame to pass on Saturday after the feast of 
'Corpus Ghristi that Bobert Blik, of Abyndone, fint 
found John de Okele dead in the high street in 4ihe 
|>ari8h of St Michael North. The coroners came and 
''viewed him there and held an inquest by the four 
nearer parishes, vis., St Michael North, St PMer- 
in-the-Bailey, St Martin, and St Mildred, by the 
oath of Walter de Watford, John le Fonrboux, John 
de Bamptone, John de Sheldone, Will, le Peyntour, 
' WiU. Pelawe, Bob. Petlyng, Bio. Tyeys, Bob. de 
Lichefeld, Bob. Ooriour, Bob. atte Hurste, Bob. 
Theposwyke ; who say that Andrew, son of Thomas 
le Gay, slew John de Okele at the hour of vespers 
on the Mid da/, in the said street and parish; he 



smote Um with a knife in the ihxoat, and CUMmH 
le Gay was aiding at the murder. About goods they 
knew nothing. Th^ w«ce not in a ward, for they 
were strangers; and this befell in north-east ward ; 
and the bailiffs were bidden take the feloDs; and 
they priced the knife at twopence. Seouzity was 
taken of the nearest neighbours, vis.. Bio. de Strtton 
and John Ouremaster. William FeUwe and John 
Waget wei^ security for Bic. de Sutton; WiH le 
InnoDgere and John de Walyngf ord for John Oure- 
master. Pledges of the finder, John de Woiton and 
John Sperauk. 

As there might be suspicion that those in the 
nearest houses were accomplices in the murder, 
security was taken that they should appear, if neoes- 
sary, when the Judges casne on eivooit 



JOHN FUNKE; Monday, July 10, 1346. 
It came to pass on Monday after the feast of the 
trauslation of St Thomas the Martyr, that WilL le 
Patter first found John Fupke, of Etone, dead in 
a cess-pit (sterkulinio), within the close and abode 
of the abbot of Oseneye. The coroners came and 
viewed him dead and held an inquest by the four 
nearer parishes, vis., St Thomas, St EbbSb St Al- 
date» and St Peter-le^Bailey, by the oath of Bla de 
Witteneiye, Michael Pille, Henry Bourne^ Nio. le 
Taillur, John Bulmunt, Bob. de Bannebury, John 
Lompe, Beginald Tasker, Gilbert de Hampton, John 
Deye, WilL Sawyers, and Joihn Lok ; irho say that 
John Funke on the Sunday before tiiat Monday waa 
lying sick in bed, and about midnight he rose, for 
he was as it were mad, and for want of guarding 
he went forth, from the house and fell in that cess- 
pit and was drowned. Pledges of the findss; 
Michael Pille and Jcihn le Deye. 



JOHN DE SALESBUBY; Thursday, July 15, 1346. 
It came to pass on Thursday before the feast of 
the Translation of St Thomas-the-Martyr that 
Hamundus de Paris first found John de Salesbury 
in the Thames by the abode of the Preaching Friars. 
The coroners came and viewed him there, and held 
an inquest by the four nearer parishes, vis., St 
Michael South, St Aldate, St Ebbe, and St Peter- 
in-the-Bailey, by the oath of Will, de Cloudesdale, 
John le Bolter, John de Tame, Walter le Baker, 
John Dick, John de Buoseye, Henry Tabard, Henry 
le Ck>upere, Thomas Elmendene, John le Yonge, 
John Eeche, and WilL le Bowyar; who say that 
John de Salesbury on Wednesday bathed in the 



/ 



ThameB and iras drowned. Pledges of the finder, 
Walter le Baker and Jolm Keohe. 



to show tliat he was a felon abjuring the realm, and 
might not be injnzed on his way to the coast. 



The Thames wae the boundary of the Preaching 
Friars on thedr west and south sides. 



JOHN DE COBNtJBIA; Monday. July 17, 1346. 
It came to pses on Monday before the feast of 
8t Margaiet that Moricius WilUames first found 
John de Oomuhia, glover, dead in the high street 
in 8t. Martin's. The coronem came and viewed him 
there and held an inquest by the lour nearer par- 
ishes^ via., 8t Martin's, All Saints', St Michael's 
North, and 8t Peter's-in-the-Bailey, by the oath of 
John de Budesdone, Bob. de Clanefeld, Bio. de 
Ouvynge, WilL Gilhcim, John de Coventre, John 
Droe, Bob. le Tableter, Thos. Ghichely, John Newe- 
port» Will, de Dene, John Munt, and WilL de 
Gloudesdale; who eay that Bobert de Lincoln slew 
the said John on that day at the hour of vespers 
in the street and parish aforesaid; he smote him 
with a knife even to the heart. They say also that 
he had nought in goods and was not in a ward, for 
he was a stranger ; and he fled at once to the church 
of St Martin; and this befell in south-esst ward. 
And they priced the knife at a penny. Pledges of 
the finder. Will, de Dene and John Munt. 



AN ABJUBATION BY BOBEBT DB LINCOLN; 

Friday, July SB, 1346. 
It came to psss on Monday before the feast of 
St Margaret that Bobert de Llnc(dn, felon, fied to 
the church of St. Martin because of the felony that 
he had committed in slaying John de Cornubia. 
The coroneiBs came on that Monday and viewed the 
said Bobert there and asked of him for what cause 
he fled to that church and kept therein; and there 
before the coronere he recognised that on 
the said Mondsy he slew John de Comubia 
feloniously with a knife. The coroners asked 
him to render himself to the peace of the 
king, but he said he would not; wherefore the 
bailifls were bidden keep good watch lest he escape. 
Also on Friday after the feast of St James the 
apostle the coronexs came and asked him to render 
himself to the peace of the king, but he said he 
would not, and in their presence he abjured the 
realm ; and he received the cross, and his port was 
assigned him at Southampton. 



When a felon remained in a church for eleven 
days, one wonders where he slept or had his meals. 
The dOBs was the emblem he canied in his hand 



JOHN DE SOUTHAM; Tuesdsy, Aug. 1, 1346. 

It came to pass on Tuesday the feast of St. Petei 
ad Vincula that John de Southam, of the county of 
Qxauntebrigge, a prisoner in the town prison, died 
there. The coroners came and viewed him there 
and held an inquest by the four nearer parishes^ 
vis., St Michael North, St Martin, St Peter-le- 
Bailey, and St Mildred* by the oath of Bob. le 
Irmongere, Bic de Sutton, Bio. Goryng, Bob. le 
Spuxier, John de Eyneeham, sadeler, Bob. de Wit- 
teneye, John de Bypoun, Bob. de Petlyng; Bob. le 
Cutiler. Bob. de Lichefild, WilL de London, and 
John de Coventre ; who say that John de Southam 
wss imprisoned at the suit of Thomss Edmund, of 
Thame, by virtue of a statute of merchants, and 
was long sick of diverse diseases in the prison, and 
so died by a natural death, and that he endured no 
hardship at the hands of the keeper of the prison 
or other, and that he had his church rights. They 
say also that he died on the Mondi^. 



Qrauntebrigge is now called Oambridge. 



NICHOLAS DE HABLBSTONE ; Friday, August 18, 

1346. 
It came to pass on Friday after the feast of the 
Assumption that Thos. de Lynord first found ikic 
de Harlestone dead in a chamber at Brodeyates|, in 
St John's parish, opposite Merton halL The 
ners came and viewed him dead there, and held I an 
inquest by the four nearer parishes^ to w/it| 
St John, St Peter-in-the-East, St Mary, ai ad 
St Edward, by the oath of Walter le D0 ^- 
here, Bic. le Cook, John de Shipton, Thos. < de 
•Hedyndon, Boger de Swyneford, Edmund < de 
Bermyngham, John Fothot, Bic. de Oomubia, Jol, « 
de Wyncheooumbe, Thos. le Irish, Bio. le Tailloui !, 
and Beginald le Skynner; who say that Nic. di i 
Harlestone on Thursdsy before the said Friday af te: 
dinner climbed into a tree which stands within th- 
walls of the churchyard of the church of Mertoi^ 
hall, and stood on a bough, and he lost his footing, 
and by misfortune fell beyond the wall in the king's 
way, and so broke his neck. And they priced the 
bough at 6d. ; pledges of the finder, John le Peyn-' 
tour, WilL de Lughteborgh. ^ 



i 



If he broke his neck we presume that he died on ; 
the spot How then was it that he was found dead . 
in Brodeyateet Somebody must have carried the j 



1 



body there. Wood is not aware of any Broadgates 
Hall in St. John's parish; perhaps it was a part of 
what was subsequently Poroioniste HalL 



» 



they priced the knife at fourpenoe. Pledges ct the 
finder, John de Bathe and Will de OLoudesdale^ 



WALTER LE PABMENTER ; Monday, Aug. 28, 1346. 

It came to pses on Monday before the feaet of the 
Beheading of St John BaptJet that Henry de Wes- 
ton first found Walter le Parmenter dead in the 
high street in the parish of St. Mary. The coroners 
came and viewed him and held an inquest by the 
nearer pariehes, vis., St Mary, St Edwsxd, and St 
Peter-in-the-East, by the oath of John Clyve, John 
Cormeraunt, Steph. le Marescal, Will, de Bergeveny, 
Will. Brown, John le Taillour, John de Hedyndon, 
Hen. le Taillour, Bio. de Cornubia, Rob. atte 
Chaumbre, Rob. de Lyndeseye, and Will, atte 
Chaumbre ; who say that Stephen Browns, parmen- 
ter, of Winchester, slew Walter le Parmenter on 
Sunday in the high street at the hour of curfew ; 
he smote him with a knife on the left side even to 
the heart They say also that Will. Kyrham was 
aiding at the death; and this befell in south-east 
ward. They say that the felons had no goods, but 
were in north-east ward ; they fled at once ; whither, 
is not known, for it was at night And they priced 
the knife at twopence. And the parish of All Saints 
did not come to the inquest And the bailiffs were 
bidden take the felons^ Pledges of the flnder, John 
Cormeraunt and Bteph. le MaresohaL 



HENRY DE 8T0DLEY; Thursday, Sept 28, 1346. 

It came to pass on Thursday before the feast of 
St Michael that Will. Russel, eawier, flrst found 
Henry de Stodleghe dead in his house in the i>arish 
of St Peter-le-Bailey. The coroners viewed him 
there, and held an inquest by the four neazer par- 
ishes, vis., St Peter-in-the-Bailey, St. Martin, St. 
Bbbe, and St Aldate, by the oath of John de Falle, 
Walter le Deghere, Ric. le Cok, Gilbert de Shipton, 
John Mymecan, Will, le White, Thos. de Leghe, 
PhiL de Bathe, Thos. de Gonewardby, John de 
Bampton, Edward le Goldsmyth, and Will, de 
Cloudesdale ; who say that on Wednesday Henry de 
Stodleghe was sitting in his hall after dinner with 
a naked knife in his hand, and he began to go to 
his chamber, and when he entered his chamber he 
stumbled, for he was drunk, and fell on his knife 
by misfortune, and the knife entered his neck and 
cut his throat, whereof he died. And they say that 
he had no memoty, but was as it wave mad. And 



Probably this is the Henry de Stodley who was 
mayor from Michaelmas, 1344^ to Michaelmas, 1346. 
His daughter, who seems to have been his lieir, 
died in 1349, leaving her house in St Peter-le-Bailey 
parish to Margaret Pizys. (See Book of Wills, 
page 40). 

WILLIAM LE TAILLOUR ; Friday, Nov. 3, 1346. 

It came to pass on Friday after the feast of All 
Saints that John Roger of Walton first found WilL 
le Taillour of Devon dead in a seld without east 
gate in the parish of St Peter-in-the-Bast The 
coroners came and viewed him dead and held an 
inquest by the four nearer parishes of &t Peter-in- 
the-East, St Mary, St John, and St Edward, by 
the oath of Peter le Shereman, WilL le Bowiere, 
John de Staunton, John le Mareschal, Thos. de 
Wormenhale, WilL de Mustertone, Walter de Lyn- 
deseye, Rob. de Notyngham, Phil, le Taillour, Will, 
le Flechchere,Thoe. le Webbe, and John le Bowiere; 
who say that Alan le (Gardiner, of the house of St 
John, slew WilL le Taillour on Thursday in the 
king's way in the said parish; he smote him in 
the neck with a knife, and fled at once, whither is 
not known, for it was at night They say also that 
he had no goods, but was in north-east ward. And 
they priced the knife at twopence. And the bailifEs 
were bidden take the felon. Pledges of the flnder, 
John le Mareschal, Peter le SheremaiL 



The house of St John means the Hospital of 8t 
John at the East Gate. 



JOHN DE WTNTRYNGHAM ; Tuesday, Deo. 6^ 1346. 
It came to paas on Tuesday before the feast of 
St Nicholas that John de Wyntryngham died at 
Glasenhalle, in the parish of St Edward. The 
coroners came and viewed him, and held an in- 
quest from the nearer parishes, vis., 8t Edward's, 
8t Mary's, and All Saints, by the oath of John do 
Swanebourne, John [ Jrence, Rob. atte Chaumbie, 
John le Taillour, John de Burefoid, WilL le Irish, 
John le Saayth, Ralf Wylot, [ ] le Parmenter, 
Will, de Wynoheooumbe, Symon de Gaumpedene, 
and Thos. le Webbe ; who say that John de Wyn- 
tryngham, as he wished to enter the door of the 
said hall, had a naked knife in ihis hand, and he 
fell on the knife bj nighty •md the knife eiift«Md 
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liii l>ody on the l«ft aide; and ilterwazds be died 
oi the wonnd on Settodiay iMfoie the eaid TaeBday, 
and he had his ohuroh xighte, and they pxioed the 
knife at twopenoe; and the pariah of St. Michael 
South did not oome to the inqneat. 



Thia Glaeenhalle in St Edwaid'a pariah belonged 
to Oeeney. It waa on the eaat side of &t Bdwaxd'a 
street, now about the middle of the building on 
the west side of Peckwater Quad. 



WILLIAM DB BLBBUBY Saturday, Dec. IB, 1346. 
It came to pass on Saturday after the feast of St. 
Lucy that WilL de Leyoeetie found WilL de Blebuxy 
dead in the high street in St Martin's. The coro- 
ners came and eaw him dead and held an inquest 
by the four nearer parishes, vis.» St Martin, St 
Peterle-Bailey, St Michael North, and AU Saints, 
by the oath of Nic de Pebblesbury, John Garru, 
John de OoYentre, Will, de Tiwe, GUb. le Sadeler, 
Rob. le SpcoEiere, John de E^nesham, sadeler, Roger 
de Lynoorde, John de Redyng, Ric. de Hauvyle, Ric. 
le fihereman, and WUl. Bettee ; who say that Eymer 
Samby and Baxtram Saml^ slew Will, de Blebury 
on the said Saturday at the ninth hour in the high 
street; they emote him with knives and wounded 
him in diTease parte of the body, whereof he died 
«t once; they eay also that they h<Ml nought in 
goode and wexe not in a ward, being clerks. And 
they priced the knives at sizpenoe; and this befell 
in south-east ward. Pledgee of the finder, Rob. le 
Bporisre and WilL Felawe. 



Mi 



'The ninth hour " is always ambiguous ; it might 
also be tsanslated " noon." Perhaps "hour" would 
be omitted, if noon was meant 



BOLL OF WILL. DB WQATELB and RIG. DB 
fiTNBSHAM, from Jan. £6 in the 2Ut year of 
m. to the aame day in the next year. 



ALBZANDBR OF BBGBROEB; Feb. 15, 1347. 

It came to pass on Thursday the morrow of St 
Valentine thai Alex, de Bekebiok died, a prisoner in 
the Castle prison, who had been arrested by means 
of an inquest before John Uphay, steward of Rich- 
ard Damoiy, which said that he had been caught 
on Wednesday after the feast of St Clement, 20 Bd. 
III., at Herdwyk, with four sheep, value 4s., stolen 
Irom the fold of Philip de Herdwyk. The coroners 
oame and held an inquest by the four nearer par- 
JdMs by the oalh of Rio. de Walyngfoid, Wia la 



White, Tbos. de Worton, Will de Wcnmenliale, Pkl. 
de Bathe, John le White, Rob. de Grymele, Thoe. 
de Leghe, Thos. Was, John de Ichyntone, Hen. le 
Longe, and Qeof. de Hedyndon, who say that the 
said Alexander died a natural death aud not by 
Che hardship of the warden of the prison. And 
they say that he had no gooda or chattels, and that 
he had his church rights. 

HBNRY LB MASON ; April 10, 1547. 
It came to pass on Tuesday after the feast of St 
Ambrose that Robert Bilk of Abyndon first found 
Ric. le Masoun de Newton dead within the abode 
and priory of the house of St Frideswide. The 
coroners came the aame day and viewed him and 
held an inquest by the four nearer parishes, vis., 
St Michael South, St Aldate, St Ebbe^ and St Bd- 
wasd, by the oath of Nic. Trewelove, BLeory Kep- 
hazm, ueof. Scot, Will, de Cloudesdale, John le 
Bolter, Wcdter le Hosyer, Peter de Bourne, Rob. de 
Manefeld, Adam le TaiUour, Walter le Flechchere, 
John de EUesfeld, and Thomas Power, who eay that 
the eaid Richard dug under a wall in the priory on 
the said Tuesday and a piece of the wall fell on 
his head, whereby it was broken, and he died at 
once, and they priced the piece of wall at sixpence ; 
and this befell in south-east ward. Pledges of the 
finder, Geof. Scot and WilL Cloudesdale. 

ADAM LE PLOMBR ; Friday, July 20, 1547. 
It came to pass on Friday the feast of St Mar- 
garet that Adam le Plomer died in the house where 
he dwelt in St Ebbe'e parish. The coroners came 
and viewed him and held an inquest by the four 
nearer parishes, vii., St Ebbe's, St Aldate's, St 
Miohaers South^ and St Pefter-in-the-Bailey, by the 
oath of Roger de WhiteweU, John Hdond, John le 
Plomer, Nic. Trewelove, Rob. Clyve, John Dick, 
John le Bolter, Adam le Cook, John de Thame, Ric 
Paper (mo), Henry Eepeharm, and Ric. le TaHlour, 
who say that on Tuesday before the said Friday, 
about the third hour, Adam stood on a decayed 
timber to mend a gutter at the house of St John 
without the east gate, and the timber broke beneath 
him and he fell to the earth on his head whereby 
it was broken. And so he died of it afterwards. Az^ 
they priced the wood at twopence ; and he had has 
church rights; and this •befell in south-west ward. 



The accident occurred in the north-east ward, 
but the death in the south-west ward. 



ROBERT STRETE ; Saturday, May 5^ 1547. 
It came to pass on Saturday after the feast of the 
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finding of Holy QroiB tbat WilL do Qlouoestre fizst 
found Bobert Stiete, writor, dead in Oxioid on 
Ozanntpount in a ohamber of a hall called Plomer- 
lialL The oaronexB came the same day and viewed 
mm, and held an inquest by the four nearer par- 
iahes, vis., St. Hkhael South, St. Aldate, St Bbbe, 
luid St. Edward, by tho oath of Will. Biown, Adam 
Cook, Walter le TaiUour, John Bawdewyn, Thoe. de 
Trillemulle, John Dick, Thomas E[ i Thomae 

Power, Walter le Fleohohere, John le Taillour, Will. 
le Skynner, and Henry Tabard ; who say that John 
Sharp Blew Bobert Strete; he smote him with a 
knife on the head on Saturday after curfew in the 
•aid chamber; and the felon fled; whither is not 
known* for it was at night. They say that he had 
nought in goods, and th^ priced the knife at two- 
pence^ and this befell in south-east ward. Pledges 
of the finder, Thc»na6 Bawdewyn and Thomas 
Power. 



Plomer Hall waa on the east side of (handpont, 
somewhere between 20 and 27, St Aldate's. 



RIGHABD LE 8QPICEB; Sunday, Deo. 30, 1347. 
It came to pass on Monday after Christmas Day 
that WilL le Walisah fizst found Bic. le Spioer dead 
in the high street in Grantpount The coroner 
▼iewed him that day and held an inquest by the 
neazer paxishes, tIs., St Michael South, St Aldate, 
and St Edward, by th« oath of Hugh de Yiflele, 
Boger Whitewell, Oeof. de Evesham, John Dick, 
WilL le White, John de Bury, Bic. le Fuller, John 
Bros, Walter de Homioote, Gilb. de Bristoll, Thoe. 
de Blmendene, and Thoa Trillemulle; who say 
that John Qnawyth, of Gommall, smote the said 
Bichazd with a knife in the .broast even to the 
heart on Sunday about curfew, and fied, whither 
j0 not known, for it was at night; and he had no 
goods; and they priced the knife at 3d. ; and this 
befell in sonth-wert ward, and the bailiffs were 
-hidden take the felon; and the parish of St Edward 
did not comA to the inquest Pledges of the finder, 
Bichaid le Fuller and Thos. de Blmenden. 



WILLIAM 0LABI8SB OF SOULDBBN ; Tuesday, 

Jan. 8, 134& 
It cams to pass on Tuesday after the Epiphany 
that Will, datisie, of Sulthorne, a prisoner in the 
€astle prison^ died there. The coroneis came the 
same day and held an inquest by the four nesrer 
parishes, vis., St Thomas, St. Peter-in-the-Bailey, 
St Ebbs, and St Aldate, by the oath of Gilb. ds 
SUpton, Xhoi. de Staolaye^ WilL Whits, Thos. de 



Honpaihe, Will, de Weston, Will de Qruttewoith, 
David Elys, Will, le Sumpter, Hen. de Bunsyngton, 
Will, de Clyfton, John atte Brugge, and John le 
Courter; who say that WilL GLariese died a na- 
tural death ; and that he had no goods ; and that he 
had his church righta 



THOMAS OH A ; Friday, Jan. 18, 1348. 
It came to pass on Friday after St Hillary that 
Thomas Oha, of Oxford, a prisoner in the king's 
prison of the town of Oxford, died there. The coro- 
neis came the same day and held an inquest by 
the four nearer parishes, Tis., St. Michael North, 
St Mildred, St Peter-in-the-Bailey, and St Martin, 
by the oath of John de Bampton, Bic. de Sutton, 
Will. Felawe, Bob. le Sporier, Giles le Sporier, Boger 
le Peutere, Will. May, Hugh Purser, John de Wor- 
ton, WilL de London, John le Latoner, and Thomas 
Taillour, who say that ths said Thomas was in 
prison at the suit of Hen. de Yiftele^ by a statute 
of merchants, and was long sick in the prison, and 
so died a natural death, and not by the harshness 
of the warden of the prison, and that be hsid his 
church rights. 

This is the end of Coroners' BolL 129. 



We now begin Coroner's Boll 133, wldeh gives 
the inquests not for the town of Oxfofrd, but foar 
Northgate Hundred, a district consisting of the 
parlshea of St Mary Magdalen and St Giles and 
part of the parish of St Thomaa 



BOLL OF THOMAS HOUKYN AND BICHABD DE 
ADYNTON, king's caroners of ths hundred 
without Northgate from May 10, in the 61st year 
of Edward III. (1377), to the Thursday after the 
Assumption of St Mary, 1 Bic. II. (Aug. 80,1377). 
STEPHEN COCH AM ; Thursday. May 21, 1377. 
It came to pass on Friday after the feast of St 
Dunstan, 51 Ed. III., that Stephen Oocham of Ire- 
land, serrant of John le Noble, was found dead in 
a cellar within the tenement of the said J<4m Is 
Noble, in the paxish of St Mary Magdalen. Ths 
coronen came the sams day and viewed him and 
held an inquest from the nearer parishes and dis- 
tricts^ Tis., the parishes of St Giles and St Mary 
Magdalen and the districts of Walton and StokweU* 
strete by the oath of John Grettone, Beginald West- 
over, John Bucke, William Oressale, Bic. Borghe, 
Edmund G^ey, Bia Fulke, Will. Whelere, Bio. Oxen- 
ford, WilL Wsdestoke^ Michael Smyth, and John 
Faeherel; who say upon their oath that on Thuxs- 



day ktft about the hoxa ol eaifew Stephen made 
an asMuilt on Jahn Noble, hia master, in the hall 
of th<e said John, 'which was built above that cellar, 
and Stephen drew a luiife called a baeelaxd, inahing 
to omite John Noble; and John took Stephen's 
knife in his hand; and so they etrag^ed and fell 
from step to etep from the aaid hall down to the 
gzoundy and as he fell Stephen stmok himself with 
his knife on the right flank and so slew himself. 
They prioed the knife at three-balfpenoe. They say 
that none other was ^gajJiiy of his death. He bad 
nought in goods but he had hia church rights. 
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In the margin is ''John Noble^ felon.' 
This maxginal note does not mean that John 
Noble was subsequently oouTicted of felony, but 
that he would have to stand his trial far felony 
when the itinerant judges oame to Oxford. 



BOLL 09 THOMAS HOUKTN AND BIOHAED DB 
ADYNTONE, ooBonos of Nocibgate hundred, 
from July 23, 1 Baow II., to Tuesday in Easter 
week. 6 Bic. IL (Le., July e^ 1377, to April 8, 
ISSZ). 

WILLIAM BASSET; Wednesday, Aug. 19, 1377. 

It came to pass on Thursday after the Assump- 
tion of St Maxy, 1 Bic. II., that John Lucas, 
soLatteie. found William son of Biohazd Basset, 
eolattere, of the age of H years, dead in the house 
of Bichaxd de Adyntcm, in the parish of St Giles. 
Thomas Houkyn came the same day and viewed 
him and held an inquest from the parishes cf St 
Giles and St Mazy Magdalen and the districts of 
WalW>n and Stoekwelle-strete^ by the oath of John 
Grettone, Will. Oreesall, Bob. Deye^ John Bucke, 
Bic. 9alke, John Fachexelle^ Will. Chiselhamptone, 
Walter Bon, Michael Smytb, John Noble^ John Bek- 
neefelde, and Will. TaHlour; who say upon their 
oath that on Wednesday after the Assumption of 
St Mary, 1 Bio. IL, at the hour of Tespen, the said 
William son of Bichard WIS playing around the well 
of Bichaxd de Adyntone in his close^ and looked in 
the well and fell therein, and so was drowned. And 
precept was made to Bichaid Adynton to All up the 
welL Fledges of the finder WilL Cnssal and John 
Bucke. 

Here^ again, as in an inquest of the year 1S44» a 
well which has been tbe 4MH]0e of a death is to be 

filled «p. 

THOMAS SKYNNBBE; Wednesday, Mar. 17, 1378. 
U came to pass on Wadnesday afl« tha least of 



St Osegoiy, 1 Bie. n., that Thomw 6kynnsssb ol 
Buzford, a prisoner, was found dead in the Oaetla 
prison. Thomas HouksrUt ootoner of Northgate Hun- 
dred, came and viewed him and held an inquest by 
the nearer iwrishes of St Thomas, St Pet«r-in-the- 
Bailey, St Bbbe^ and St Mazy Magdalen, by the 
oath of Will. Gressalei John Bucke, WilL Ghisle- 
hamptone^ WilL Baker, Hen. Taylour, Mauxioe 
Taylour, Thomaa Ghelmarke, WilLSibbeford, Walter 
Hondesoonmibe^ Thomaa Hunte^ John Sydenham, 
and John Milwazd; who say that Thomaa Skynnere 
had a disease called the fiuz of blood, cf which 
disease he sickened for three weeks, and on the said 
Wednesday died about the first hour by a natural 
death; and they say that he eodnred no hardship 
Irom the warden of the prison. 



WILLIAM WYBMOBE; Sunday, Mar. £3^ 1362. 
It came to pass on Monday before the feast of 
the Annunciation of St Mazy, 6 Bic II., that Wil- 
liam Wysmoxe, clerk, was found dead in the high 
street by "le Elmes," in the parish of St Giles, 
when Bichaid Bruns was sheriff. The ooroners 
▼iewed him, and he had a wound through his 
middle. An inquest was held 1^ the pariahes of 
St Giles and St Mary Magdalen, and by the tithing 
of the abbot of Oseney and the village of Walton 
of the abbess of Godstow, who say that on Sunday 
last John Stywazd, derk, of Wyche^ in the county 
of Chester, as they were walking towards the fiel<fc 
when words of contumely azose^ drew his knife and 
smote William and slew him, whereof he died 
forthwith. There was no finder, for he had his 
church rights. The felon fied, whither is not 
known, nor could it be discovered. Therefore let 
him be attached. 

Biohard Brunsi of Harwell, was sheriff Irom Nov., 
1381, to Nov., 1382. The abbot cf Oseney had a hold- 
ing in Walton St called Twen^-Mze^ where be 
had a manorial court It may be asked what is the 
difference between a ''tithing'' and a village or 
viUataf Probably a village was an agriooltuzal en- 
ti^, with its own open fields and common paetaza; 
a tithing mi^t be something leas. Godstow had a 
manor in Walton. 



BIOHAED DB ADYNTON; Wed., April 9, 1382. 
It oame to p§u on Xbuzsdaj in Bastsr we^ vis., 
April W, 6 Bio. IL, thai Hoggemon Oartes, of Bama- 
bury, found Biohaid da Adyntcm, of the parish of 
8t a£laii dead in Ncstham bf Baanosooi 
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Houkyn oftme and viewed Jiim and held an inqueet 
from the pariaheB of Si. Giles and St. Mezy Mag- 
dalen and the distiiots of W<dton and Stokewelle- 
atzete, by the oeth of Will Oraeeale, Reginald Weet- 
OYeie, M*^^^^ Smyth, Thoa. Cowley, maaon, Adam 
Smyth, John Faohezell, Thoa. Warner, John Stompe, 
John Ifeddebouxne. Bio. FoUceb Rk). Baaaeth, and 
Bio. Watennan, who aay that Bio. Adyngton on 
WedncBday, the day before^ afteor dinner, waa walk, 
ing and holding hia plough in the said field ; and 
suddenly he fell, and a tamour bnrat in hia belly, 
whereof he died at onoe ; and that none was aiding 
at hia death. Pledgee of the finder, Thomas Cowell 
and John FaohareUe. 



BOLL OF THOMAS HOUEYN, eoroner of North- 
gate Handled, from the feaat of St. Mark tho 
OTangeliet, 5 BiOi IL <Ap. 25, 1382). 
WILLIAM SCBYM; Toeaday, June 3, 1382. 
It came to paee on Tuesday after the feast of Holy 
Trinity that William Scrym waa fonnd deed in the 
honae of Thomaa Mason, in the pariah of St. Mazy 
Magdalen. Thomas Hookyn oame and Tiewed him 
the same day and held an inquest by the parishes 
of 61 Giles and St. Masy Magdalen and the dislziots 
of Walton and Stokwel-strete^ by the oath of WilL 
Crassale, Bob. WatUyngtonob WiU. Wodeetoke, Bio. 
Basseth, Bio. de Norton, Mtohael Smyth, John 
Warner, Thomas Mason, WilL Lokyere, Bdmund 
Qiaye^ Will. Qweler, and John Hunohe; who aay 
that on the Friday last William Sorym waa climb- 
ing a tree in the dose of BayUdUehaUe to readh 
and overthrow a neat of magpies, and so -by chance 
hia foot slipped, and he fell to the ground and 
eiokened Irom that day until the Tuesday; and so 
he died. 

Balliol Collage was at that time confined to what 
is now the front <iuadrangle. Th« "dose " means 
the garden bdiind the college, enclosed by a wall ; 
for the buildinga were not then in the foim of a 
quadrangle. Thia inquest shows how tame birda 
were before the days of flaearms : no magpiea would 
now build within 50 yards of the Broad. 



OEOFFBEY BBXTTS; Sunday, July 13, 1382. 

It came to pass on Monday before the feast of 
St. Margaret^ 6 Bio. II., that John Dauber found 
Geoffrey Bmya, carter of William Oodeaahale, of 
Oxford, dead upon land of the abbot of Oseney to- 
waada Godatow upon WithwellehuJle, oppoaite Bro- 
manuewelle in Walton. Thomaa Hoksrn came and 
held an inquest by the parishes of St. Gilee and St» 



Maiy Magdalen and the districts of Walton and 
Btokwelle-strete by the oath of Bio. de Burghe, Will. 
de Wodestoke, Michael Smyth, Adam Taylour, Bic. 
Waterman, Thomas Fulke, John Hayns, John Mar- 
tyn. Bob. Boume, Bob. Hewey, John Xerver, and 
Henry Dauber; who eay that one John Stafford, 
haywasd of the abbess of Godstow, on Sunday laet 
at night met and would have arrested the said 
Geoffrey in Walton field on auspicion of robbery; 
to which arrest Geoffrey would not stand, but as- 
saulted John and emote him with a staff ; and John 
to eave hie own life draw a baslaxd, worth 4d., and 
smote Geoffrey on the front of his head even to the 
brain ; and they say that John had nought in gooda, 
and that none waa aiding at hia death ; and John 
Langford, bailiff of the hundred, will answer for 
the price of the baalard. Pledgee of the finder 
Henry Dauber and John Eeoryer. 



HENBY FBYBI8, Carmelite : Sunday, July 5, 1383. 
It cam<e to paaa on Tuesday, the feast of the 
Translation of St. Thomas, martyr, 7 Bic. 11., that 
brother Henry Fryeis, of the Carmelite Friaxs, waa 
fonnd dead in Holywell field. Thomas Hokyn came 
and viewed h^tri and held an inquest by the parishes 
of St Peter-in-the-Bast, Holywell, and St. Mary 
Magdalen and the district of Walton, by the oath 
of John Attewode, John Walger, John Fong', WU- 
liam Dred, Bic. Paichemyner, Thoa. Parohymyner, 
Thoa. Plummer, Edward Parohymyner, Will. 
Frenche, John Faoherol, John Yryeche, and Bic 
Webbe ; who say that brother Henry on Sunday last 
after dinner went to bathe in the Gharewelle, and 
in bathing fell into a pool and eo was drowned, and 
certain derka unknown drew him from the watei 
by night, and John Niohol first found him in the 
field. Pledgee of the finder John Attewode, John 
Fong*. 

The inquest illustrates the inconvenience of being 
"first-finder." The derks, to escape this, left the 
body in the field, to be found by someone else. 

BICHABD PBEST; Wednesday, Oct. 6, 1384. 
It came to pass on Thursday the feast of St. 
Faith, 8 Bic. IL, that Biohard Ptrest, of Coventry, 
a prisoner in the Caetle Prison, was found dead 
there. Thomaa Hokyn came and viewed him and 
held an inquest by the parishes of St. Thomas, St. 
Peter-in-the-Bailey, St. Ebbe, and St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, by the oath of Thomas Whitde, Bic. Gierke, 
Maurice Taylour, Henry Taylour, Jdm Wellye, 
Geoffaey FuUer, Thomaa Hunte^ Thomas (3iilmark, 



Bob. Flommer, WiU. Ghennan, Thomae derk, 
Thonuw Hanye ; who eaj that on Wednesday about 
the hour of compline Rio. Pxeet died of the pestil- 
enoe, an4, they say that he endured no hard whip 
f xom the warden of the pziaon to hasten his death. 

In the maririn, PesUlenoe. 



RICHA&D NBWTONE; Thursday, Deo. 26, 1587. 

It oame to paaa on Thuxaday, the feast of St. 
Stephen, 2 Richard 11., that Ricbazd Newtone, car- 
ter of the abbot of Oseney, wae found dead in a 
cottage of the abbot of Rewley near the abbey of 
Rewley. Thomas Hokyn came the same day and 
viewed him, and held an inquest by the parishes 
of St. Thomas, St. Hary Magdalen, and St Giles, 
by the oath of Rio. Clerk« John Horchard, John 
Wellys, John Bartholomew, Will' Walton, Henry 
Mason, Will' Stuwaxdesman, John Taylour, Thomas 
Gierke, John Mettebume, Thomas Wyllyam, and 
John Sclattere, who say that on Friday last at the 
flxBt hour he was in the close of the monastery of 
Oseney leading to water a cxeam-ooloured horse, 
worth 16s., for which the abbot of Oseney will an- 
swer, and the horse smote him with its hind legs 
on the left breast, whereof he died ; and they say 
that he had his church rights. 

The horse would be a " deodand," and its value 
would be paid to the King when the itinerant 
Judges oame to Oxford. 



JOHN TYKBR; Friday, July 17, 1388. 
It came to pass on Friday before the feast of St. 
Margaret, 12 Ric. II., that John Tyner, a prisoner 
in the Castle prison, was found dead there. Thomas 
Hokyn came and held an inquest by the parishes 
of St Thomas, St Peter-in-the-Bailey, St. Ebbe, 
and St Mary Magdalen by the oath of Thomas 
Whiteley, Henry Taylour, Geoffrey Fuller, Ralf 
Sclattere, John Malyn sclattere, John Bole^ Wil- 
liam Dyer, John Yarde, Thomas Oaraway, Ric. 
Stauntone fuller, John Spur taylour, and Thomas 
Nubry, who say that John l^er was sick from the 
feast of St. Barnabas to tha said Friday, and then 
died at dawn by natural death, and endured no 
hardship from the warden of the prison. 



Ambrose, 12 Ric. II., that William Bowmon, clerk, 
died in the house of William Cokke of Brasenoee, 
in the parish of St. Mary Magdalen. Thomas Hokyn 
came and held an inquest by the parishes of St 
Giles and St. Mary Magdalen and the districts of 
Walton and StokweUstrete, by the oath of Michael 
Smyth, Will. Wodestoke, John Smyth, Roger Fel- 
tone, Thomas Wele, Stephen Smyth, Nic Oarpun- 
ter, John Haubel, John Belton, Hugh Chambur- 
leyne, Rio. Norton, and Reginald Webbe^ who si^ 
that William Bowmon on Monday last, in a street 
called Catistrete, before noon was hit in the left 
arm by a clerk unknown with an arrow, worth 2d., 
for which John Langford, bailiff of Northgate hun- 
dred, will answer; and he sickened until the said 
Friday, and he had his church rights. 



"Cokks ** means cook. 



WILLIAM BOWMON : Friday, April 2, 1389. 
It came to pass on Friday before the f^ast of St 



WILL. TYLER; Friday, Oct. 29, 1389. 

It came to pass on Friday after the "feast of 
Symon and Jude," 13 Ric. II., that Will Tyler of 
Woburne was found dead in the house of Mariota 
atte Nasshe in the parish of St^Mary Magdalen. 
Thomas Hokyn came and held an inquest by the 
parishes of St Giles and St Mary Magdalen and 
the districts of Walton and StokweUstrete, by the 
oath of John Medebume, John Capper, John Bloz- 
am, WUL Stanlake, Alan Attemore, WilL Bray, 
John Martyn . . Ric. Norton, and Ric. Strynger, 
who say that on Monday last one Robert, a sclat- 
tere of Lancashire, was standing on a ladder on 
a house called Oxenford Inn, and one John Abel, a 
sclattere, was standing on a ladder on the other 
side of the house ; whereupon words of contumely 
were moved between them, and so Robert threw a 
hammer at the said John, and as William was 
mounting John's ladder behind him it smote him 
on hie forehead even to the brain ; and he sicken- 
ed from the Monday to the said Friday ; and they 
priced the hammer at 3d., for which John de Lang- 
ford, bailiff, will answer; and he had the sacra- 
ments of the church. 

Oxenford Inn, on the weet side of Magdalen 
Churoh, still retains the name which it acquired 
from Richard Oxenford, who owned it from 1367 to 
1380. William cf Wykebam bought it M^y 5, 1389, 
and two years later gave it to New College. Ihis 
inquest shows that the Bishop repaired the roof of 
the inn before he fave |t to his college. The Inn 
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was alto oall«d the BUok BelL New College sold 
it within the lest oentury. 



THOMAS MYMHBB; Wednesday, Feb. 16. 1380. 
Inqnest held befoie Thomae Hokyn, ooionei of 
Koxthgaie Hundiedy on Wednesday before the feast 
of St Peter in Cathedr*, 13 Rio. II., on a view cl 
the body of Thomas Mymmes of Chacombe, a pii- 
eoner in the Castle prison, charged with rjie mur- 
der of Biohard Burgee, by the parishes of "St. 
Thomas the Apostle " (tM), St. Peter-in-the-Bailey, 
St. Mary Magdalen, and St. Qiles, by the oath of 
Henry Taylloar, Robert Rede» Will' V^sy, John 
Dier, Peter Webbe, John Braylles, John Miartyn, 
Will' Attewyke, Reginald Attewike, Robert Eyng, 
William [blank], and William Cappe; who say that 
on Monday before the feast of St Thomas the 
Apostle in the said year the said Thomas fell sick 
by the grace of God alone and not by the fault of 
any other., hie guardians, and in that sickness he 
lay until the said Wednesday, and then died ; and 
he had his church rights. 



The original record says "14 Rio. 11.," but topie- 
seTYe the regular sequence we must alter the date 
to 13 Ric. n. 



ANBRXWTBTTUSWOBTHB; Wednesday, Jan. 11, 

138L 
Inqnest held before Thomas Hokyn on Wednes- 
day before St Hillary, 14 Ric. IL, on a view of the 
body of Andrew Tettusworthe, by the oath of Thos. 
Wytheley, Henry Tayllour, Will' Gyles, John Mar- 
tyn, John Wodehalle, Will' Harper, John Verye^ 
John Kynge, John Byberye, John Wythe, John 
Kingeseye, Roger Fuller, and Richard Janye ; who 
Bay that the said Andrew was taken with illness 
for 15 days, and then died by a natural death and 

not by default of any hie guardians ; and he had 
his church rights. 

This wse evidently an inquest on a prisoner who 
had died in the Castle prison. 



THOMAS HATTON; Monday, Jan. 16. 130L 
Inquest held in the Castle of Oxford on Monday 
after St Hillary, 14 Ric. II., before Thomas Hokyn, 
on a view of the body of Thomas Halton, hy the 
oath of Rio. Morton, Will' Harper, Roger Cran- 
bume. Will' Webbe, John Palfrayman, John Ber- 
geven, Patrick KovereU, Will* Bier, Rob. Mycul- 
tone, Ric Janye, and John Ordele; who say that 



the said Thomae was taken with Jllnsss for 15day«> 
and died on the said Monday by a natural death, 
and not by default of any of hie guardians; and 
he had his church rights. 



Thie also must have been a prisooeir. 



AGNBS BURLOND ; Saturday, Sept 8, 138L 
Inquest before Thomas Hokjrn on Monday befoie 
the feast of the Exaltation of Holy Cross» 16 Ric. 
IL, on a view of the body of Agnes, wife of Wil- 
liam Burlond, who was found dead and buried in 
a cesspit in the gszden of William, her husband, 
in the parish of St QUee, by the four nearer par- 
ishes, vis., St Mary Magdalen, St Giles, St Thomas, 
and Wolvercote, by the oath of If ichael Smyth, 
Walter Barliche, John Aubelle^ John Rye, John 
Damalis, John Martyn, Ria Bygge, Roger Dynnell, 
John Hurle, John Webbe, Will' Bodyn, and Rob' 
Stile ; who say that William Burlonde on Saturday 
last slew Agnes his wife with a knife worth one 
penny, and with the knife he smote her on the 
head even to the brain. And they say that he hse 
in goods six quarters of barley, a horse worth 6s., 
and 18 pige worth 16d. each. They say that [blank] 
son of William Herebard, first found her. For 
which felony Burlonde fled to St Giles's Churdi 
on the eaid Monday. And the abbess of Godstow 
will answer for the price of the goods. Pledges of 
the finder, John Bayly and Thomse Lokeer. The 
eaid William abode in that church until the Wed- 
nesday next, when he confessed before the coroner 
that he had committed the said felony, and ab- 
jured the realm, and Southampton was assignftd 
him for a port, and he took the cross. 



If Burlond was a resident in the manor of Wal- 
ton, which belonged to Godstow, it would be na- 
tural that the abbess should answer for hie goods. 



NICHOLAS COBBUS ; Monday, Oct 23, 138L 
It came to pass on Monday after the feast of 
*" Frideewide virgin," 15 Ric. IL, that Isabella, wife 
of Nicholas Cobbus, was found dead in a hole 
iputw) at Boletake in Northgate Hundred. The same 
day Thomas Hokyn held an inquest by the four 
nesrer parishes, via., St Mary Magdalen, St. Thomas 
the Martyr, Cumnor, and St. Frideswide, by the 
oath of WiU' Attewike, John Tommus, John Atte- 
huUe, John Gray, Will' Steward, John Lovekyn, 
Reginald Attewike, John Bocher, Mathew Baker» 
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Jobn Meroham, John Mettebnrne, and John He- 
liot; who eay that the said Isabella .fell from a 
bridge at Bolatakeinto the water and so wae drown- 
ed. William Iryahman first found her. Pledges of 
the finder, Balf Hasaid and Bobert lankyn. 

Bolstake Meadow was on the west of Oseney. 
The parish of Bt Frideswide in Oxford came to an 
end abont 1290, but Blnsey is sometimes called the 
parish of fit Frideswide, because it belonged to the 
monastery of 8t. FHdeswide. 



AQNB8 PEBONB; Sunday, May 7, 1366. 
It came to pass on Sunday after the feast of St. 
John before the Latin Qate, 15 Bic II., that Agnes^ 
daughter of Peter Perone, wse killed by a sow in 
the pariah of 8t Gtiles. Thomas Hokyn came the 
same Sunday and held an inquest from the parishes 
of St. Giles, St. Mary Magdslen, St Th(Hnas, and 
St Michael North, by the oath of Bic. Fulke, 
Stephen Smyth, Bk. Basset, John Sadeler, John 
Perone, John Bye, John Bloxam, Mam de la 
•Hamele, John Haynus, John Marfyn, Bobert Borneo 
William Tanner, Beginald Bibere; who say that a 
sow ate the head of the said iLgnes even to the 
nose, and so she died, and the sow was azxested; 
value aB.4d.; «md the said Agnes was half a year old. 
Stephen Smythe, constable of the abbess of God- 
stow, will answer for the price of Ihe sow. 

Aooidents of this kind were not uncomnion in 
the Middle Ages. In (he episcopal registeoi at Lin- 
coin is a oopy of a certificate issued by the Biahop 
at the request of a oertein woman, informing the 
world that the woman had lost an ear by the bite cf 
a sow when as a baby abe waa lying on the floor, 
and that it was not out off for any mti^^ on her 
part 

JtTLIANA BCHBIDBB; Thursday, Deo. 12, 1392. 

It came to pass on 13iursday after the feast cf 
the Oonoeption, 10 Bic II., that Juliana, daughter 
of John Schiider, was found dead in a brook in the 
pariah of St Thamaa in Northgate hundred. Thomas 
Hokyn came and held an inquest the same day by 
the parishes of St Thotmas, St Peter in the Bai^y, 
St Giles, and St Mary Magdalen, by the oath of 
Thomas Sartre, Will' Henxey, John Taylour, John 
Malyn, Thomas Nidhol, John WeUes, Will' Gemelle, 
John Skynner, John BoUe, Thcanas Couper, Thomas 
Wyllyam, and John Btantone; who say that on the 
eaid Thursday Juliana slipped from a bridge out- 



side her father's gate, and fell into the water and sa 
died. John Walsheman found her. Pledges of the 
finder Baldwin Attenoke and Biohard Grym. 



The old maps of Oaf aid show that the island ol 
Osen^ was intersected by a number of biooka 



BOBEBT HOOHAM; Monday, May 26, 13K. 

Inquest held before Thomss Hokyn on Mondey 

befoce the feast of Holy Trinity, 16 Bic. II., in 

Northgate Hundred, on the view of the body ol 

Bobert Hocham, by the four nearer parishes, vis., 

St Giles, St Mary Magdalen, St Michael North, 

and Holywell, by the oath of John Prodomme, Joht^ 

Milward, John Worihyn, John Smyth, John Bie^ 

William Walyngford, Fulco Baibour, John Payn^ 

Michael Smyth, Nia Bower, Bic Bolfe, and Johi 

Page; who say that the said day Bobert bathed ix 

Gharwell and so came to Irischemanespylle [«m 

and there was drowned. Henry Iciche found him 

pledges of the finder John Ookyllesbury and 
Thomas Wykeker. 

It is generally thought that Irishman's Pool is 
now Parson's Pleaanxe. 



ABJUBATION BY JOHN DAVY; Sunday, June 1. 



On Sunday the fesst of Holy TMnity, 16 Bic. IL, 
before Thomas Hoksrn, one of the coroners for 
Northgate Hundred, in tiie church of St Itaiy Hsg- 
dalen, John Davy, alias John Holt, late scholar of 
the University, acknowledged that he slew one Wil- 
liam Boyd, of Yorkshire, a sohcJar of the Univer- 
sity, on Thursday, in the fourth week of Lent, 12 
Bic. II., in the parish of St Mary Magdalen, for 
which felony he demanded the benefit of the 
church, etc, and asked for the cross, and he ab- 
jured the realm, and Southampton was given him 
as a port, and he had nought in goods. 



It seems tiiat four years after he had committed 
murder, John Davy took sanctuary and confessed 
and went into exile 



JOHN MBTTELBY ; Thunsday, Jan. 26, 1304. 

Inquest held in the Castle of Oxford on ThuredaT 
after the feest of St Hillary, 17 Bic IL, befon 
Thomaa Houkyn, on a view of the body of Joiia 
Metteley, a prisoner in the king's priscm, who had 
been indicted before John Seward, one of the ooxo- 
ners of Berkshire, for th9 muider of a man at ic^tk- 
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M.eo0S^; bar the oftih of Oemry Moiu, John TajlooTy 
John ]fiddel«y» Philip Tayloax, Peter Bxemble^ 
Welter LyiMOln, Willkun Dyer, John Nofrthbroke^ 
Henxy Draper, John Bole, Th<»n«e Bradewey, end 
Bia Puller; who aey that John Metteley lay eiok 
from the feaet of St Andrew last until the said 
Thursday, and then died about the hour of curfew, 
by the grace of God and not by the fault of the 
guarding ol the sheriff or his depuUee. 



JOHN 8ADELBB; OSiursdiQr, July 25, 1384. 
Inquest before Thomas iHokyn on Thursday after 
the feast of 8t. Mary Magdalen, 18 Bio. II., on a 
▼lew of the body of John Sadeler, who was found 
dead in "le Bro^kynhayee," by the parishes of St. 
Michael N., St Thomas, St Mary Magdalen, and 
St (MleB, by the oath of Walter Hormusby, Will' 
Wodestoke, Peter Metteburne, Will' Tewe, John 
Axe, John Sadeler, Bobert Gabbulle, John Perone^ 
Beginald Webbe, John Taylour, Hugo Pont, and 
Adam Hamele; who say that on that day John 
Sadeler was taken with the "falling sickness** 
(morbus caducus), and suddenly fell to the ground 
end died. 

JOHN BOIJME; Thunday, July 23, 1394. 
Inquest before Thomse Hokyn on Thursday after 
the feast ol St Maxy Magdalen, 17 Bio. II., on a 
▼lew of the body of John Bourne, by the pariehee 
of St Thomae, St Giles, St Mary Magdalen, end St 
Michael North ; by the oath of Walter Honnesby, 
Will. Wodestoke, Peter Metteburne, Will. Tewe 
taylour, John Haz, John Potter, Bob. Oumnour, 
John Perksrn, Beginald Webbe, John Taylour, Hugo 
Pont, and Adam atte Hamelle; who say that John 
Westbury, "teaman, walssheman,** slew John 
Bourne on the said day in Stokwell Street and fled ; 
and he had nought in goods ; he slew him with a 
dagger, price 4d., for which tiie tithing-man of the 
abbot of OseQ«y will answer. 

BTidently one Jury eenred for the two inqueeta 
on July 23. It will be notioed that in many oases 
e man had no definite euxname; thus John Perone 
was also called John Perkyn. The murder muet 
httfe tslcen place in the part cf Waltoa Street which 
was within the OBensy Manoor of Twenij-aoie. Per- 
iiape " walssheman " Tmraiw Welshman* 



JOHN LBGOB; Tuesday, Jan. 5^ 1386. 
Inquest befoee Ibomas Hokyn on Tuesday before 
the teet of 4he Bpiphany, 18 Bdc. IL, on e view of 
the body of John hdggi^'tKm the paxishes of St. 



Thomas, St Peter-in-tbe-Bailey, St Giles, and 8t 
Maiy Magdalen, by the oath of WiU. Henz«y, Henxy 
Melon, Thomse Oowper, John Sorder, John Taylour, 
John Bole, Thoe. Nioholl, John Tymrnus* Balf 
Sdatter, John Horcheid, Thc«nas Oartre, and John 
Taylour, who say that John Legge that dfty was 
digging up a tree, and it fell on him and eo he died* 
and he had his church rights. Price of the tsee Id., 
fov whioh the abbot of Oseney will enswor. 



A tree large enough to kill a man must have been 
worth more than a penny; but perhaps the fury 
mercifully reckoned that it was only one branch 
end not the whole tree that was the weapon of 
death. This is the end of Corooer*e Boll No. 133. 



Boll of NICHOLAS SATJNDBESDONB and JOHN 
SHAWE, coroners of Oxfosd from Jan. 25, 
Bic. n. 

BIOHABD KNIGHT; Monday, Jan. 29, 1386. 
It came to pass on Monday after the feast of the 
Oonvenion of St Paul that Bichaid Enyght, cf 
Mancipeshe, was found dead in a eolar in Peynfer- 
thing-street The iuzy eay that <»i Sunday last John 
Gundechumber, of Wales, <derk, met the said Bich- 
aid in the palish of St Mkihael North and smote 
him with a knife^ and fled, whither is not known; 
and he had nought in goods, and Biohaxd had hie 
chuioh rii^ta. 

Pennyfarthing Street ia now Pembroke Strse^ 
Thw and the next two inquests are from Ccsonen* 
Boll, No. 135. 

BDMUND 8TBBTE: Monday, Feb. 19, 1386. 
It came to pass on Monday before the feast of 
S. Peter in Cathedra, of Bia II., that Thomas Dene^ 
of Longcombe^ found Bdmund Strete^ clerk, dead 
within the olose of Great University Hall, In a 
chamber in the parish of St Maxy-the-Virgin. ^le 
same dsy an inquest was held. The Juxy say that 
John West, of Lsntony, near Glonoester, servant 
of the said Bdmund, alew him on Wednesday before 
the feest of St HiUaxy, and hid him in the straw 
of his bed untU the said Monday. And immediately 
after the felooy he fled. 

The western half of the old quadrangle of Uni- 
vexsity OoUege i« on the site of Gxeat UaiviMily 
HalL 

JOHN CONWAY; Sunday, ApxU 8, 138flL 
It came to pass on Sundey, Apxil 8^ that John 



Coii«w«y, oi Wftles, cl«rk, was found dead in the 
liigh street behind All Baints' Chiiich on the north 
side. The same day an inquest was held. The jnzy 
say that on Saturday last Thomas Catouz, writer, 
met the said John in the said street and assaulted 
him with a knife called a dagger, price lid., and 
slew him, and he had his churoh rights. They say 
also that Hugo Hulkyn, of Wales, dark, was aiding 
at the death. 

There was oxMe a small road on the north side 
of All Saints' Church, just as there still is on the 
east side. This is what the record means by the 
high rtreet. 

This roll continues for ttbout another year, but 
it 28 so decayed that only parts of the inquests can 
(be deciphered. It contains twenly-three more in- 
quests, of which nine were murders, one a suicide, 
two were natural deaths, and eleven were deaths by 
misadventuze. 



Soil of John Schawe and Peter Wellyngtone, 
coroners of Oxford, from Monday befoxe the feast of 
the Purillcation, 1£ Bic. IL 

OBOFFKBY, PBOM WAIiES; Saturday, April 

3, 1380. 

It came to pass on Saturday before the feast of 
Si Ambrose, 12 nic. IL, that Qeoffrey [illegible], of 
Wales^ clerk, was found dead in a hall called 
Hampton Hall, in the parish of St. Mildred. An 
inquest was held; and the jury say that on Friday 
last at the hour of vespeis, between the church 
of All Saints and the church of St. Mary, Bobert 
Stardhope^ of the county of Carlisle, shot the said 
Geoffrey with an arrow worth 2d. in the right side ; 
and he went as far as Hampton Hall and there 
died, and he had his churoh rights ; and the felon 
withdrew himself, and he has no goods. 



Hampton Hall stood where the disused gate of 
Lincoln is. With this inquest we begin Coroners' 
RoU No. 137. 



THOMAS BBPQNB: Sunday, April 4, 1389. 
It came to pass on Sunday the feast of St. Am* 
barose that Thomas Bepone, ''apparreter ** of the 
C fa aneel l or, was found dead in a house held by 
Hamund le Coisser in Grope Lane, in the parish 
of St. John. An inquest was held the same day ; 
the jury say that on Saturday last Myas Pannour 
of Wales, olerk, met Thomas Bepone in the said 
stvaet OTsir agalnat Lioun Halls and smote him 



with a baslarde worth 4d. and slew him; and ne 
had his church rights ; and the felon withdrew and 
has nought in goods. 



Grope Lane is now Grove Street; the lowei half 
of it was within the parish of St. John. Lion Hall 
was at its northern end, on the east side. 



JOHN MARTYN ; Tuesday, June 29, 1380. 
It came to pass on Tuesday, the feast of SS. 
Peter and Paul, 13 Bio. II., that John Martyn was 
found dead within the close of Queen's College 
in a chamber. An inquest was held the same day] 
The jury say that in th<e afternoon i$uaim pod 
horam rumam) of that day words of contumely wer4 
moved between the said John and one Bichard 
Gille^ clerk, of the "county of Carlisle," and so 
Bichard drew a knife, worth Id., and smote hin 
to the heart, and so he died; and he had hi 
church rights; and the felon withdrew and ha 
nought in goods. 



BEGINALD HELIBOTH and THOMAS SCLAT^ 
TBBB; Saturday, July 10, 1389. 
It came to pass on Saturday after the feast of th« 
translation of St Thomas the Martyr that Bichard 
Wargrave found Beginald Heliboth, weaver, and 
Thomas Sdattere, servant of Adam Sclattere, dead 
within the grounds {mamvm) of a house of John 
Forster in the parish of St. Bbbe. An inquest was 
held the same day. The jury say that Beginald 
Heliboth that day descended a well within the 
grounds aforesaid to fetch "a Bokette" which fell 
in the well ; and when he was at the bottom of th< 
well he was utterly suffocated for want of air ; anc 
Thomas perceiving that he was a long while in th< 
well descended the well to help him, and so the^ 
were suffocated together. And John Forster wai 
bidden flU up the well. Pledgee of the iindei 
WilL Wodecoke snd Thomas Fake. 



JOHN CT7BTBTS; Tuesday, Aug. 10, 1389. 
Tuesday the feast of St Lawrence, 13 Bio. U., 
an inquest on John Curteysi of Lyford, accused oi 
robbery, who died in the Castle prison. The jury 
say that he died on Monday at midnight by s 
natural death. 



SYMON PLOMMBB; Monday, Nov. 22, 1389. 
Monday [before the feast] of St Katharine^ 13 
Bic. n.. John Bioots foQnd Siymon Plommer dsad 



4» 



m Chranmponiite in the pazJah of St Michael South. 
The juiy say that on Sunday last Simon went to 
bed and placed a lighted candle [on the wall], and 
at midnight it fell on the straw of his bed while 
he was asleep, and burnt him and his bed. Pledgee 
of the finder William Fyfede and John Merlynge. 



JOIIN DSBB80N. 
Thursday [ ] John Dereson was found dead 

in a house of Bdmund Ftanoeys in " le Cokerewe " 
in the pariah of ft Mjartin. An inquest was held 
the same day. The Jury say that on Wednesday last a 
olerk from Ireland, named Morgan, met the said 
John opposite the door of Bdmund Franoeys, and 
smote him on the head and slew him ; and he had 
his church rights; and the felon fied; whither, is 
not known, for it was at night; and he has nought 
in goods. 

The Cook row is not a street^ but the name for 
either the north end of St Aldate's Street or the 
west end of High Street; probably the latter. 



JOHN QBYMirBBY; Tuesday, Nov. 16, 1389. 
It came to oass on Tuesday after the feast of 
St (Martin that Bernard Pacche found John 
Orymusby dead in the house of the Hospital of St 
John without the East Gate. An inquest was held 
the same day. The jury say that Henry Herdeller 
slew the said John in his bed in the said house, 
smiting him on the head with an axe as he was 
asleep. The felon withdreiw and he has nought in 
goods. 

It is not stated whether John Grsrmusl^ was one 
of the brethren of the Hospital, or only a servant 
The next four inquests are illegible, and the whole 
roll is in bad condition. 



ROLL OF JOHN BHAW AND PBTBB WBL- 
LYNGTON, coroners, 16 Bic. II. 

ABirUBATIOir BY THOMAS MABXS; Mar. 17, 130S. 
Monday after the feast of St Gregory, 16 Bic n., 
in the chapel of the New College before the said 
coroners Thomas Mares of the County of Weld («f0) 
confessed that he was a felon and had slain one John 
Bland on Tuesday after the feast of All Saints, 14 
Bic. n., at Queinhythe in London, smiting him on 
the head wiih a sword as he Iras stepping from a 



boat; and he abjured the realm and received the 
cross. 



This is one of the earliest instances of the phrase 
"New College." The general title for this college 
in early times was "the College of St Mary of 
Winchester.*' 



BICHABD CLEYDON ; Friday, May 16, 1393. 
On Friday after Ascension Day, 16 Bic. II., 
Bichard Cleydon was found dead in Jurekne in 
the parish of St. Bdward. The jury say that he was 
slain by one named John, who smote him with a 
knife called a ** coppegorge " and fled. 



Jury Lane exists no longer; it was parraUal to 
Blue Boar Lane^ about 60 yards to the sputh. 



BOB^T FISSHBB; Wednesday. July 9, 1383. 

On Wednesday after the feast of the Translation 
of St Thomas, 17 Bio. II., Bobert Fissher was 
was found dead at '*Pyneay.*' The jury say that 
Henry Scotte smote him with a staff and slew him 
and fled. i 1,^ 

Pynsay no doubt is Binsey* 



JOHN WINTBINOHAM ; July 28, 1393. 
Tuesday the feast of St Mary Magdalen, 17 Bic. 
II., John Wyntryngham was found dead in the 
house of John Wade in the parish of St Mary the 
Virgin. The jury say that William Scotte shot him 
with an arrow and fled. 



A WOBEMAN AT THB GBBY FBIAB8; Satur- 
day Sept 20, 1383. 
Saturday after the feast of the Bzaltation of 
Holy Cross, 17 Bic. II., John [illegible] was found 
dead in the toflrmary of the Ftiars Minors. The 
jury say that he [was building] a porch at the door 
of the Friars Minors, and a long stone, price SOd., 
fell on him, and he died ; and he had his church 
rights. 



JOHN CLBBB accuses JOHN PONTFBAYT. 

On [ ] 17 Bic. IL, in the church of 

[ ] at Oxford John Clere of Cassington 

admitted that he wiCs a felon and had stolen from 
the church of St Frideswyde a martiloge worth 
5s., a psalter worth 3s., a towel worth [ ], and 
an altar cloth worth 2d. ; and he says that he did 
it at the suggestion of John Fontfrayt of Oxford ; 



so 



and that John Fontfrayt on the moixow of All 
Bainte knowing that he was a thief received the 
said goods in his house in Gat Street; whexeof 
John Cleze "appeals " him. 



JOHK TRAGSOHYB; Saturday, Nov. 1, 1383. 

Satuzday, All Sainte Day, 17 Rio. II., John Txag- 
schyr, oanon of Oeeney, was found dead in the 
water near Castle Hill within the liberty of Oxford. 
The jury eay that he slipped on a bridge called 
Quaking Bridge and fell in the water and wae 
drowned. 



Quaking Bridge still retains its name. Evidently 
in those days it had no railing. Two of the canons 
of Oeeney crossed the bridge daily as they went 
to the chapel of St. George, which they were bound 
to serve. 



HAOOTA I>B LA GHAUNBJSB; January 6, 1383. 

The VigU of the Bpiphany, 17 Bia XL, Magota 
de la Ohaunber woe lound dead at Granteponnte 
in water called Charwelle within the liberty of Ox- 
ford. The jury say that on that day she slipped on 
a bridge called Trelmylne " powe *' and fell into the 
water on a stake that was in the water, and she 
wise injured by the stake and also drowned. 

Trill Mill Bow was the bow or aioh over Trill 
Mill stream, between 8 and 10, St Aldate'e. In 
those days a branch of the Charwell found its way 
across Christ Church Meadows to the lower part of 
Trill Mill stream, so that the lower part of Trill 
Mill stream was called Charwell. 



NICHOLAS HI}BKB; Thursday, Feb. U, 1306. 

On Thursday after 6i. Scholastica's day Nicholas 
Huske was found dead in the house of Roger Bar- 
ber in St. Mazy's pazish. The jury ssy that on 
Monday after Feb. 2 he fell on his knife in School 
Street and wounded himself, whereof he died on 
the said Thursdsy. 

Then follow two oases of murder thai are il- 
legible. 

JOHN WIHYTE, approver. 
10 iBic. II., John Whyte, approver, in the custody 
of the bailiffs, confesses before the coroners that 
on Wednesday before Nov. 1, 16 Rio. II., between 
Bumfopd and Blford in Bssex, he robbed a foreign 
merchant of a iNMk ol woollen cloth worth ten 
msfksy and he aoons o o certain men dwelling in 



AXdgflte and Holbum ci zeoeiving the dofli know- 
ing that it was stolen. 



Approver means king's evidence. 



ROGER; Monday, July 3, 1386. 
On Monday after 6. Peter and S. Paul, 20 Bic. II., 
Boger {illegible) was found dead within the house 
of St. John without the East Gate. The jury eay 
that on Saturday last he was crossing Little Bridge 
without East Gate and met a horse laden with a 
sack of wheat, and the end of the sack touched 
him and he fell in the iwater, and at once he was 
taken out and carried to the said house where he 
died. 



Little Bridge is Magdalen Bridge. We should 
conckide from this inquest that the bridge had no 
parapet or ralL Certainly one of the axches was of 
the nature of a drawbridge, and would therefore 
have no rails. 



JOHN BBAMTO; Monday, July 26, 1386. 
Monday after the feast of St. James» 18 Bdc. II., 
John Bemys, a prisoner in the custody of William 
Dagville, mayor, and of John Otteworth and John 
Sprount, bailiffs, died in the house of William Dan- 
ville. The jury say thsi he died of the Pestilence. 



This concludes the Coronen' Inquests preserved 
at the Record Office, as there are no rolls for Ox- 
fordshire of a later date than the reign of Richard 
II. : but there are a few preserved among the gaol 
delivery zollst of which we print ona. 



WAILTER B ARUCHE ; Friday, Aug. 6, 1406. 

Inquest •before Gilbert Burtone, one of the king's 
coroners for the county of Oxford, on Friday before 
the feast of St. Laurence* 7. Hen. IV., on a view 
of the body of Walter BarUche, who died in Stok- 
welle-strete, by the four nearer parishes, vii., St. 
Mary Magdalen and fit. Giles in Northgate hundred, 
St Thomas and iHoly Cross. The Joiy ssy that on 
Thursday last at the tenth hour of the night John 
Frensh, labourer, and Agnes, his wife, bfoke into 
the close of the garden of the said Walter and stole 
his goods, to the value of 8b. Afterwasds fhey re- 
turned and assaulted him, John with a staff worth 
Id., and Agnes with a knife worth Id.; and John 
smote him on the head even to the brain, and 
Agnes smote him in the throat with her knife; 
and so they slew him ; and immediately John flsd. 
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and Agnes was aent to the Castle priaon; and they 
say that John had goods to the value of Se., which 
remain in the custody of William Wrasteler, bailiff 
of Northgate Hundred, together with the staff and 
knife. 

This is from Gaol Delivery Roll, No. 57, membrane 
Id. The next tfwo were copied by Twyne from rolls 
whioh were preserved in his time among the town 
zeoordB. 

JOHN WALTON ; July 2, M38 (Twyne iv. 36). 
It oame to pass within the priory of St. Frides- 
wyde at Oxford, on the second day of July, in the 
sixteenth year of Sing Henry YI., that John Wal- 
ton, canon of the piiory, (was found dead. Where- 
upon Thomas Daggevile, one of the king's coroners 
within the Uhesty of the town of Oxford, came and 
held thereon an inquest from the parishes of 8t. 
Edward, All Saints, 6t. Aldate's, and 6t. Hichael's 
South, by the oath of Richard MiUon, John Moris, 
John Coke, Thomas Offord, Bdchard Porter, 
Hugh Sadeler, Dionysius Tayler, Heniy Tanner, 
John Medford, William Stunmy, William Gille, 
and Thomas Hasele; who say upon their 
oath that the said John WaUon, on the said 
second day of July, in a meadow called Frise- 
withmede, withdrew from his brethren <of the 
priory) when they were making hay, and passed 
over to a brook to wash and bathe himself, even to 
a spot in that brook by the said meadow called le 
Lokpole, and by misfortune he was drowned ; and 
so he was the oause of his own death. 



SVideswidemede is now Christ Church Meadow. 
A " Look Pool " generally means a pool above a weir 
or lock. It is likely that it was the pool of Trill 
Mill, which was on the west side of the mead, the 
biook being Trill iMill stream. 



THOMAS OAiRDIFF; Sunday, Seipt 3, 1441 (Twyne 

iv. ai). 

It oame to ipass at Oxford, in the parish of St. 
Aldate, on Sunday next after the feast of 8t Oiles, 
in the twentieth year of King Henry the Sixth, that 
Thomas Cardiff, chaplain, was found dead. Where- 
upon Thomas Dagvile, king's coroner within the 
liberty of the town of Oxford, came and vieiwed 
the body and held thereon an inquest from the four 
neighbouring parishes, vis., St. Martin, St. Peter^n- 
the-iBailey, St. Ebbe, and fiaint Michael, at the 
South Gate, by the oath of Oliver Urrie and otheie ; 
who say upon their patl) that on the previous Wed- 



nesday Hiohard Adyson, of Oxford, scholar, born 
in the parish of Romelkirke, Yorks, shot the said 
Thomas CardyfT feloniously in the neck as he was 
passing through the street by the house of William 
Taylur; (whereof he sickened from the said Wed- 
nesday until the next Sunday, when he died from 
the said felonious shooting ; and thus Eichard Ady- 
son, of Oxford, scholar, feloniously slew Thomas 
Oardyfl. 

This concludes the medi»val inquests for Oxford, 
but we print some records of a like nature which 
are preserved at the Record Office among the An- 
cient Indictments. 



AN INQUEST; Wed., Jan. IB, 1268. 
An inquest .before Martin le Sanrplar', coroner 
of the town of Oxford, and Thomas de Hencxseye 
and Ralf de Stokes, bailiffs of the town of Oxford, 
on Wednesdi^ next after the feast of St. HlUaiy, in 
the 24th year of King Edward, about the burglary 
of the church of St. Fredeswyde, and a disturbance 
of the peace and an assault made in Cattestrete on 
Tuesday after the feast of St Hillary, by the oath 
of Will. Attheoke, Symon Scot, Walter le Parmen- 
ter, Hugh de Boreford, Walter de Abitone, Martin 
son of Robert le Notur, John de Yrland, Henry de 
lyncolne, Thomas de Leycestre, Ric. Cocus, and 
Ric. le Tayllur, Roger de la Comere, Godfrey le 
Mercer, Symon de Petipund, and Ric. de Wymon- 
desham, of the parish of St. Mary * John de Walton, 
Will, de Coventre, John de Tj, and Bricius de 
Leverton, of the (parish of Holy Cross ; and <by the 
oath of Henry de Hampton, John le Tayllur, 
Thomas de Mor . . ., Qilb. de Ros, (3eof. de Lange- 
ford, Thos. de Wesenham, Rio. de Bampton, Will, 
de Hencxseye, John le Vynur, Thnrstan and Ro^rt 
de DryehuUe, sworn to speak the truth about the 
aforesaid; who say that Robeort de Spaldingge, 
Henry de Spaldingge, Symon de Spaldingge, and 
Hugh de Spaldingge were at the bniglary of the 
church of St. Frideawide, and that they are notor- 
ious robbers, night-wandereis. They say also that 
the said Robert, Henry, Symon, and Hugh, and 
likewise Adam de Wolnedby, Stephen his comrade, 
both dwelling at Harehalle, in "Gibaldestrste,*' and 
Hugh Pychard, dwelling in the house of John de 
Doolynton, towards East Gate, came on the said 
Tuesday in Cattestrete, when it was late (sero), with 
swordB and knives drawn, and there made an as- 
sauH on all that they could reach, and beat them 
i^nd wounded them and evil intreated them, anj 
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one by name Emma le Wilde they smote with a 
Bword across the back, so that there was despair of 
her life. 



This is from Ancient Indictments 86A. Haxehalle 
was at the biack of the shop of Waif ord and Spokee ; 
Kybold-stieet w«b between High Street and Merton 
Street ; the angle in liOgio Lane ehows dts line. 



INQUEST CONCERNING A DISTITBBANCE on 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 1296. 

Inquest held on Wednesday after the least of St 
Leonard, in the dBth year of King Edward, before 
the bailiffs of the town of Oxford by the oath of 
Bob. de Watlington, Bic. de Sneering, John de Staf- 
ford, Bic. de Pistrino, Bio. le Barbor, Will le 
Flecher, Hen. le Flecher, Oilb. de Orenstede, John 
Trynaler, Nic. de Dogmeresfeld, Bog. le Flecher, 
Nic. le Cytoler, Bog. de Afortemer, Thos. de Boys, 
Qilb. le Farbor, OElic. le Heil)er, and Hen. de Lyches- 
feld, who were sworn to make inqniry ahont the 
hue raised in the parish of 6t Mary on Tuesday 
last labout the hour of vespezs; who say upon ihelr 
oath that Philip de Dene, serjeant (serviens) of the 
bailiffs, came on Tuesday by the command of the 
bailiffs, his masters, to the house of Will, de Mil- 
ton, mustarder, in the said parish, where the said 
William land Alice his wife dwell, and ssked of 
them two shillings at which they were assessed by 
the common assent of the community for a talliage 
of 60 marks. And the said William and Alice would 
not pay the two shillings, but utterly refused; 
wherefore Philip wouM have made distraint for the 
two shillings, land since he could "find nothing to 
distrain he looked on all sides throughout the house 
and saw a key In a door of a chamber, and he went 
to the door and fastened H with the key, and when 
he would go forth from the house Alice imme- 
diately raised the hue agiainst him, and William 
likewise raised the hue against him and called him 
thief and roibber, saying that he wished to rob their 
goods; and therefore none the less Philip sealed 
the key with his seal and delivered it to John de 
Stafford, the next neighS>our, to keep it until his 
masters aforesaid should give command about it; 
and at onoe Alice came and would have taken it 
away from the said John, but he retained the key, 
but she took the seal off it ; and Philip again sealed 
the key and delivered it again to the said John ; and 



the said WiUiam and Alice ever continued the hue 
against the said Philip to their injury. In (witness 
whereof the Jurors have fixed their seals to this 
inquest 



This is from Ancient Indictments 88A. History 
tells of a taUlage that was laid upon Oxford in 1286 ; 
there had been an affray between the Town and the 
University, and the Town had been condemned to 
pay 200 marks ; it is not unlikely that the penalty 
was reduced to 50 marks. 



INQUiEBr; Friday, Jan. 25, 1314. 

Inquest held before Adam de la Fenne, steward 
of the lands of Queen (Biargaret^ on Friday after 
the feast of St. Vincent in the seventh year of King 
Edward, upon certain articles, by the oath of An- 
drew de Pyrie, John de Coleshulle, Henry de Lenne, 
Will, de Pennarth, John de Hampton, Bob. de 
WatUnton, Qilb. de Orenstede, Eic. de Berkele, 
John de Bw, John Culuerd, John Bate, Nic le 
Mercer, Henry de Brampton, John le Lumenur, 
Bob. de Welles, Bob. de Heyford, Boger Boat, and 
John de larme, who say concerning the first article, 
namely, about advowsons of churches, about 
chapels, about religious houses, about hospitals, 
that nothing hse been done in Oxford to the pre- 
judice of the Queen; to the second article which 
is contained within the first, in that no one had 
or could have any profit therein ; to the third arti- 
cle they answer that no damage has been done in 
houses, mills, meadows, closes, or other things, but 
they say that the lands of the Templars within the 
town of Oxford are estimated at 54A of rent of 
assise, and without Northgate in Stockwell Street 
28/9 from diverse tenements, and in the hundred 
without Northgate a vacant piece of kind which 
Bob. de Welles holds at a rent of sixpence. They 
say that about chattels of felons and fugitives an- 
swer will be given when the judges come in eyr, 
unless the king gives special order. They say that 
lands and tenements have not been appropriated 
without licence cf the king; that the names of the 
bailiffs of the town have been delivered to Adam 
de la Fenne for the whole time of the said Queen ; 
that he has seen diverse tallies and acquittances^ 
and that no other inquiry oan be made. They say 
also th^t diverse farmers of ihe mills and of Kings- 
mede meadow, of the assise of bread and beer, and 
of Northgate hundred have held by special an<| 
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diT«ne oommkiBiozia all th« time of the Queen and 
etiU hold. 



Thia 18 from Ancient Indictments 96a. Queen 
Maigazet, widow of Edwiazd I., was given the pio- 
fito of the town of Oxfoid for her maintenance; 
hence this inq jest. ** Fannera of the milla '* means 
those who have taken a lease of the mills ; as the 
Castle Mill had two wheels it was generally called 
"mills/' not mill. Einggmead was a short distance 
below the mUL 



AN INQUBST : Friday, Deo. 30, 13(28. 

An inquest held at Oxford on Friday before the 
feaet of the Ciroumoision in the second year of 
Bdward III., before the bailifb and the constable 
of the peace, by John le Saucer, John de Islep, 
Bob. de Stoke, Qeot de Warmwell, Will atte. More 
junior, WilL de Stanlake, John Didh, Augustine le 
Kedlere, Bob. '.'e Stiatton, Bio. le Chepman, Bob. 
de Yeftele, and Nic de Dryhull, who say that 
Geof. le Hetheward of Newenham, together with 
Symon Lyndrich, on Monday before the feast of 
St. Lucy at Oxford slew Bobert de dyvele^ clerk ; 
and that the said Geoffrey is a common thief. They 
say also that Bio. Lerde of Oornwall and John de 
Bleefelde, on Wednesday before the feast of the 
Cizoumoision, on Grantpount at night stole four 
books worth lOOs., and that they are common 
thieves. They say also that John le Large junior, 
on St. Hilary's day 16 Sd. II., in the suburb of Ox- 
lord, stole flsh of Geof. le Cha to the value of two 
marks, and that he is a common thief. 



AN INQUEST ; Saturday, June 6, 1366. 

Inquest at Oxford before John de Stodle, mayor, 
and John de Baldyngton, justices of the peace and 
for the guarding of the statutes issued at Winches- 
ter, Northampton, and Westminster, held on Sat- 
urday after the feast of Corpus Christi, 40 Ed. m., 
by the oath of Will. Hod, Bob. de Oomewaille, John 
iBgrove, Bob. Button, Hugh le Webbe, Bob. de 
Ledecombe, John de Watlyntone, John de Denton, 
John de Morton, Thos. de Aylesbury, Bob. de Not- 
yngbam, and John Lally junior; who say that 
Henzy Louche, writer, on Wednesday in Whitsun 
week, in the parish of All Saints, robbed Biohard, 
servant of John Lally senior, of a bed worth 14s., 
of five sheets worth M., of a cloak worth II9., of 



3EIb. in money, and seised and took away Alice, 
wife of the said Bichard. 



This robbery was committed on May 27, 1366. 



INQUBST; Tuesday, April 17, 1366. 
Inquest at Oxford before John Gybbes and John 
de Somerford, bailiiKs of the liberty of the town of 
Oxford, on Tuesday after the day of St. Leo, in the 
43rd year of King Bdward ni., by the oath Of Hen. 
de Wytteneye, Hen. le Smyth, Phil. le Hostiller, 
Walter Shirewode, David le TaiUour, Alan May, 
Bob. de Wycombe, Thomas Tree^ Stephen le Webbe, 
Bic. de ComewiaiUe webbe, John le Ooupere, and 
John Beneyt webbe; ^ho say that Simon de Byne- 
sham webbe <« weaver), John George, Henry Wyl- 
cokes of Bousbam, and Thoj:ias Nicole^ with other 
felons, on Wednesday the feast of the St. Leo, in 
the 43rd year, in the parish of St. lEdward, at night 
set fire to the Great School of the prior of St. Frides- 
wide in Jewry (Judaiemo) and burnt it; and on 
Palm Sunday the same year in the parish of St 
Aldate they burnt the house of John de Shelton 
at night; and on Baster Day the same year in the 
parish of St. Aldate they burnt the house of Peter 
Dziffleld by night; and on Sunday before the feast 
of St. Iieo in the pszish of St. Aldate they burnt 
the house of William Saunders, and also the house 
of the Warden of (Merton HalL And they say that 
Blaunden la Spynnestere on the said days in the 
parish of St. Aldate harboured them, though she 
had knowledge of the said felonies. And they say 
that they are common thieves 



Palm Sunday was (March 2Sth, Esster Day April 
1st; the house of Merton College in St. Aldate's 
parish was Bull HaU, on the north side of Pem- 
broke Street. The great school of the Prior of St. 
Frideswide was on the north side of a lane called 
Little Jewry, which was parallel to Blue Boar Lane 
and south of it. 



INQUEST; Thursday, Sept 27, 1376. 
Inquest held at Oxford before Geof. de Biehull 
and Bic de Gaiston bailiffs, John Gibbes one of 
the aldermen, and Boger Stodle one of the con- 
stables of the town, on Thursday after the feast of 
St Mathew in the 48th year of Sdwaid HI. by tlia 
oath of Hugh Musselwyk, John le Fleochere, Gilb. 
le Cappere^ John de Morton, John Prodhomme, 
John le Sporieze^ Nic. le Xaillour, Bio. le Webbs^ 
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John Lally junior, Stephen le W«bbe, Thomas Seter- 
ton, and Boger de Henz8ey«, who say that Dom. 
John Taillouj, cunite {capeilanuB) of Welesbourno 
of the ooonty of Warwick, on Thursday after Christ- 
mae Day in the 48th year at Oxford robbed John 
Wyndeflore of Oxford of a "Qwylte** and one 
double sheet worth 26b. 8d. ; and on Qif onday after 
Easter in the 4001 year robbed brother John de 
Aylesbury, prior of the Carmelite Friars of three 
ooverlits i9oop$rioriU) three testers and curtains 
(rJcMO worth K)Ob., and on IBaster Sve in the 49th 
year in a hall called Iiedeneporche robbed Master 
William Marchaunt, clerk, of two almucee {armu 
tamoi) worth 15s. 4d. And they say that the said 
Sir John ie a common thief. 

This Prior of the Carmelitee is unknown. An 
almuoe was a small cape, worn by clerks of dignity. 



they say that Tiodwycus Bonethyng of Wales on 
Monday after Palm Sunday stole from John Gwy- 
neie sherman a baslard worth 38. 4d. 



IKQITIBST; Tuesday, May 12, 1388. 
Inquest at Oxford before Walter Bowne and John 
Bereford bailiffs, at the "turn" of the King held 
there on Tuesday after the feaet of the Aseeneion 
in the nth year of Richard 11., by the oath of 
Henry Tyw^ John Forester, John Swanborue, 
John Walker, John Bereford, John Zeftele, 
Vidiael Salesbury, John Botelstone, John Gold, 
Walter Patyner, John Garsyndone, and Ste- 
phen Palmere; who say that John Gur- 
teys, William Harborgh, David ICam, William 
Grun, Philip IMayheu of Mayeu, David ICrane, 
Morice Lowys, Thomas Sherman clerk, John Bur- 
ton, and William Willersby, with others, on Sun- 
day next after Baster in the 11th year in the parish 
of St Martin broke into the ehop of John Spyoer 
"taiUour" by night and stole woollen cloth of di- 
verse colour to the value of tO maiks ; and into a 
cellar of Wilham Palmare In the same parish and 
stole 4s. 8d. !n money; and into a cellar of Will. 
Oodeshale in the same parish and stole 10s. in 
money; and they say that thay are common rob- 
bers; and they w*ay that Matilda Deye, Boss Webbe, 
and Blena Lotlevyn are common harbourers of 
them, and harboured them before and after, know- 
ing their felo^iies. And they say that Isabella 
Whyte of IMand on Monday in mid-'Lent stole 
from John Stjrvyngton a baslard worth 3s. 4d., and 
on Monday after the feast of the Nativity of St 
John Baptist in the same year <>tolf« from the house 
of John DyssoQ two silver spoons worth 2b. ; alsQ 



A baslard was a knife or dagger; in the Coro- 
ners' Inquests a baslard is usually valued at 4d. 
A sherman is one who shears doth. 



INQUEST ON THiB MI3DBBD8 OF JO(HN 
COUGH WlUiMi; Friday, Aug. 20, 1388. 

Inquest held at Oxford on Friday after the feast 
of the Assumption of St Mary, 13 Bic. II., before 
John Hiokes and Thomas Somersete aldermen of 
the town of Oxford, Peter Welyngton one of the 
coroners of the King, Bartholomew Bysshop and 
John Forestere bailiffs, Roger ISverard and John 
Gersyndon constables of the town, by the oath of 
WilL Palmer, John Veyne, John Spycere, Will. Four- 
bou]^ ThoB. Smart, Reginald Tanner, Jordan Bow- 
yere, John Bernard, Thos. Blount, John Dyve^ 
Will. Hampton chaundeler, and Ric. Wenlok, who 
say that John Coughwhel of Watlyngton, on Wed- 
nesday after Michaelmas, 11 Bic. II., came and 
made an assault on Thomas Hosebonde, of Oxford, 
fuller, with a long two-handed <ancipite) sword 
upon &aat Bridge, within the liberty and power of 
the town of Oxford, and beat^ wounded* and evil 
intreated him, and maimed him by breaking his 
left arm twice, eo that there was despair of hJs 
life. They say also the same day at the same place 
he made an &ssacdt on John Mason of Oomewaill, 
and beat, wounded, and evil intieated him and 
well-nigh cut off one of his «:rme with the said 
siKord. They say also that about the feast of St 
Philip and St. James, in the 10th year of the reign, 
he came at night and made an assault in All Saints 
parish on Hugh Welsshman "taillour," and beat 
him and evil intreated him and well-nigh cut off 
his thumb with hie sword. They say also that about 
the feast of St Luke, in the 9th year of the reign, 
he came and made an assault on Hugh Hedeworthe, 
and beat him and evil intreated him to the injury 
of the King'e peace and the terror of his people. 
They say also that on Wednesday after the feast 
of the Assumption, in the 13th year, he came and 
made a rescue at Oxford against Roger Staunton, 
one of the bailiffs' Serjeants, sworn and known, 
who was doing his office in ih-» name of the bai- 
liffs, and assaulted the said Richard with a long 
Baselarde which he drew (evafinato), and w)i^d 



John Forester, oim of the b&ilifb, saw him oom- 

mit suoh open injuries and disturbanoes of the 

peaoe^ ho would havo arrested him and rendezod 

him to the peaoe of the King ; but he would not 

surrender himself, but zesisted the bailiff and took 

him by the neck and held him with force, so that 

he drew blood from the bailiff, and he openly 

threatened many of the town, vii., that he would 

beat some and kill some when he shall have them 

in his power, to the great disturbance of the King's 

peace and the terror of his people. And they say 

that he Is a common disturber of the peaoe, a 
brawler and malefactor. 
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INQUBST ; Wednesdi^, Sept 1, 1389. 

An inquest held at Oxford on Wednesday after 
the feast of the Beheading of St John-the-Baptiet, 
13 Bio. n., before Bio. de Qsxstone mayor, Thomas 
Somersete one of the aldermen, Peter de Welyng- 
ton one of the coroners of the town, Bartholomew 
Bysshope and John Foresters bailiffs of the liberty 
of the town of Oxford by the oath of John Qjoom 
"bocher," J<^in Botelstone, John Blood, John 
Beaule, John Qroom ** webbe," John Hulle, Thomas 
Wormeoote, John Keryace, Andrew Boteslee, Wil- 
liam Frensshe "fourbour," John Mercham, and 
John Goolde, who say that Walter Qum manciple, 
Thomas msnoiple of Ghekerhalle, Simon Goventre 
manciple of St Bdmondhalle in the parish of St 
Feter-in-the-Xast, Bobert Wastel, Bobert Hethe, Nio. 
Tourseye, and JohnLude gardener with other felons 
unknown oa Sunday the feast of the Beheading of 
St John the Baptist robbed Bobert Mayde, manciple 
of Seinte Laurence Halle of a wax candle, worth 
5s., in ths parish of All Saints by night, and beat 
and wounded and evil intreated him, so that there 
was despair of his life. They say also that these 
and other felons the same Sunday night in the 
parish of St Aldate, with axes and other initru- 
ments, out doors, windows, and stalls of the prior 
of St Frideswide and of Hugh de Wyndle and in 
psrt broke them, and would have entered the houses 
at their will and would have robbed those within 
of goods and chattels. Also, that these and other 
felons the same Sunday by night in the parish of St. 
Martin broke into a shop of WilL Bergeveny and 
stols 16 lambs skins, worth 3e., the property of WilL 
Bergeveny. Also that they and other felons the 
same Sunday by night at the procuring, incitement, 
and abetting of Agnes daughter of John Punfold, 
with axes and other instruments smote and broke 
doors and windows of the house of Bio. Bowyeie 



on Grauntpount, and would have entered the house 
at their will and would have slain him and stolea 
his goods. And they made between themselves a 
"WaoohewQrd" that night, vis., ** Ghc^peobBiye.' 
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Gheckerhalle was in Turl Street, and is now in 
Bzeter Gollege; St Laurence Hall was in Ship 
Street, and is now in Jesus Gollege ; St Bdmund's 
Hall is described ss in the parish of St Peter-in- 
the-Bast to distinguish it from another St Bd- 
mund's Hall in School Street It was an addition- 
al enormity when malefactors banded themselves 
together with a watchword. Ghop-cherry is now 
called Bob-oherry; this is 200 years esrlier than 
any instance of the word given in Murray's Dic- 
tionary. 



INQUBST; Monday, Sept 15. 1389. 

An inquest held at Oxford on Monday after the 
feast of the Nativity of St Mary, 13 Bio. II., before 
Bartholomew Bysshop and John Foresters bailiffs 
of Oxford, by the oath of Bio. Wyndel, John Den- 
ton, Oeof. Harley, Will. Groom, John Veyn, Thos. 
Warynere, John London, Jordan Bowyeze, Thomas 
Wormecote, Jordan Penket, John Gro<Hn webbe, and 
Thomas Hunts ; who say that William manciple of 
PoulhaUe, Will. Alkebarwe, John QriseU, Boger y 
Weyt Henry Benton, Adam Perle» and others on 
Sunday the feast of the Beheading of St John-the- 
Baptist with axes and other instruments broke the 
door and windows of the house of Bio. Bowyere on 
GrauntpoQt in the suburb of Oxford and would have 
entered the house at their will and would have 
slain him and stolen his goods. They say also thai 
on the same Sunday the same William and the 
others robbed Bobert Mayde manciple of Seint Lau« 
renoe Halle of a "Torche " value 48. in the parish 
of All Saints, and beat and wounded and evil in- 
treated him, so that there was despair of his Ufa. 
They say also that the said William manciple of 
Poulhalle about the feast of St Luke in the 11th 
year received in his house in the parish of St Bbbe 
one Bobert Skinner of London with one rul^ tunic 
worth 88., one fur of "Popel" worth 16s., and one 
tunic of ruBset worth Ss., knowing that be had 
stolen them from Elisabeth Woluesham near Bot- 
ley, and ahio knowing that he was indicted for the 
death of a woman of Gokkeslane in LondoiL They 
say also that Alice Houwes tapstress (tapstrix) of 
John Stratford of Oxford about ths feast of 8t Peter 
ad Vincula, in the 8th year of the King, glola at 
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Oxfatd ^ clap of maier (•ipkum d$ moffro) worth 
20b. from John Veyn of Oxford. 



Ptfol Han was in St. Ebbe's pariah on the north 
side of Pembroke Street It is not certain what 
wsfi meant in the Middle Ages by "a onp of 
maier * ; by a mazer we mean a onp or bowl made 



of wood, but in the Middle Ages maser was used of 
some costly material ; some of the best authoiitles 
identify it with porcelain. 



All these inquests are preserved at the Record 
Office among Ancient Indictments, 96a. 




TWYNE ON SOUTH BRIDQE 



The following treatlfle on the Tepairing of South 
Bridge in the Middle Agee (Twyne MS., yoL 24, pp. 
443-46C0 was composed by Twyne about the year 
1630; perhaps we may guess that tbe first part 
dates from about 1(187, when it was still on dispute 
who ought to repair the bridge, and that the last 
part was added some three years later when the 
repairs had been carried out It is worth printing 
partly for what it saye about the bridge in the 
Middle Ages, but still more for the account it gives 
of South Bridge, South Gate, Water Qate, Friar 
Bacon's study, etc., in the time of Twyne. 

Brian Twyne was bom about 1579; he wae admit- 
ted a scholar of CX:^.0. in December, 1594, B.A. in 
1599, Fellow in 1606; he remained in Oxford all 
his life, and though he was inducted Ticar of Rye 
in Sussex in 1614, he ncTSr lived in, or (as far as we 
know) visited, his parish. His father was .a cele- 
brated doctor and writer, who lived at Lewes ; his 
grandfather was a schoolmaster, writer, and mem- 
ber of Parliament, living at Canterbury. In 1608 
Brian Twyne published a book on the antiquity 
of Oxford ; in 1634 he wae appointed keeper of the 
nniversity Arohives ; in 1944 he died in his lodgings 
in Pembroke Street. All his life he was copying docu- 
ments about Oxford wherever he could find them, 
and at his death he left 40 manuscript volumes of 
his trsDecripts, of which more than 30 remain to 
this day. Living before the Civil War, he was able 
to copy records which perished within the next few 
years, such as the oldest municipttl records of Ox- 
ford, and only those who have studied his volumes 
can estimate how great is their value ; at the same 
time only those who have studied them can esti- 
mate how great is their confusion ; on one page he 
will leap from the 18th century to the 17th, and 
then baek again, he passes from Oxford to London 



and London to Dover without any indication, he 
will transcribe the same document four or five 
times, and his extracts from any one source such 
as the Hustings EoUs are scattered over many of his 
volumes. For many reasons his transcripts should 
be rearranged and printed, and if the funds were 
forthcoming the Oxford Historical Society could, 
and would, issue some valuable volumes from this 
source, such as the old Hustings* fU>lls, or the Bed 
Book, giving the medinval customs of the city; 
to pay the cost of such a volume would be a worthy 
deed for some one who loves Oxf odd. 

To understand the following document something 
must be said on two matters. South Bridge as it 
then was, and Twyne's point of view. South Bridge, 
as it now is, dates from 1826; the old bridge was 
on the same site, but much narrower; and it had 
a gateway in the middle, with a tower above it 
which was called B&chelor's Tower about 1560, and 
subsequently Friar Bacon's Study or The Folly. 
During the reign of Queen Blisabeth this tower 
was rented by the Archdeacon of Oxford, who held 
his court there. But somewhat after the year 1787 
many alterations were made; the tower was taken 
down, the northern branch of the river was filled 
up, and houses now stand on its site, and finally 
a new and wider bridge was built The site of the 
tower is correctly marked in the ordnance survey ; 
it was at the south end of what we now call Folly 
Bridge, but in the middle of the bridge, as it then 



As for Twyne's point of view, it must be remem- 
bered that he, in common with all members of the 
University, was convinced that townsmen were 
bom with a double i>ortion Of original sin, that 
they were created by Providence, or permitted by 
Providence^ for the purpose of trying the long- 
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Buffering of that Univeraity which reckoned itself 
the chief bulwark of religion. What the townsmen 
thought about the University was much the same, 
fMdatiM mutandis. This must be borne in mind in 
reading Twyne's last paragraphs; his volumes are 
full of like querulous remarke about the incurable 
wickedness of townsfolk. 

Some of Twyne's sentences have been slightly 
abridged, but nothing is omitted. Some notes are 
added to make the record more uaeful to students. 



TWYNB XXIIII. 443. 
Touching South Bridge, Ozon, and who ought to 
repair it, viz., the City of Oxon. 
The pariah church of St. Michael's at the South 
Gate of Oxforde was pulled down longe agoe by the 
Cardinall; no mervayle if other things drop after; 
for the great South gate itselfe is fallen quyte downe 
of late yeres, which crossed the strete betwixt Dr. 
Weston his lodginge and the ende of Christ Church 
Hospital: the little South gate not fane from it, 
called Watergate (see note 1) hath scene his best 
dayes and is goinge after, as fast as he can ; and 
now the South bridge hath much adoe to stande. 
Therefore, ineted of better materials to upholde 
such a worthy and neoessaiy foundation, I have 
thought good to trimme it up in the meane time 
with a few records taken out of the citty office and 
elsewhere; leaving the skanndnge and construction 
thereof to every man's particular judgement, as 
faxre as a matter dt fatto, and no further, may 
concerne. 

The first reoorde that as yet I have founde toudi- 
inge the generall reparations of bridges about Ox- 
forde is taken out of the Tower of London, among 
the letteift patent of King Edward III., anno II., 
dated at New Sarum, Oct. 22, part 2, membrane 18, 
in these words : ** The King, to the mayor, bailiffs, 
and men of Oxford, greeting. Know ye that we of 
our eepeoial favour, in aid of the improving and 
repair of the bridges of the town of Oxford over 
the waters of Thames and Charwell, which bridges 
are ruined and broken down to the great peril of 
the men who cross those bridges, have granted to 
you that for the next six year you may take, by the 
hands of those you may appoint to this duty, and 
for whom you will anawer, the following toll from 
articles of merchandise that are brought to the 
town; vix., id. from each quarter of corn, etc.," 
and among the rest "one penny from every boat 
which comes by water laden with merchanite, etc. 
(see note 9. 



Free and open passage by water then was be- 
tween Oxford and London, as we are able to prove 
by good records, and there is good hope that ere 
long it is likely to be so again. 

South bridge is not here expressly named, but it 
is enough that it may be fairly understood: and if 
this is true, it is not to be supposed that the king 
would employ the mayor and bailiffs to repair 
bridges that were none of their own. 

The next recorde for the repayringe of this bridge 
by name is taken from an ancient indenture of 
lease In these words : "An agreement by which Wil- 
liam le Northern, mayor of Oxford, John de Buck- 
ingham and Thomas Somerset, bailifs, John Shaw 
and William Keley, chamberlains, and the whole 
comminalty of Oxford, grant and dimise to John 
Leper a piece of land by Coumede in Berks, known 
as le Briggewrightesplace, opposite the chapel of Si 
Nicholas, to be held by him with all buildings 
thereon for the term of his life, rendering yearly to 
the city a rent of xii.d. ; and the said John shall re- 
pair and maintain the Bridge of Qrantpont both 
within and without the new gate, with alms to be 
asked and paid at the said gate, and also at his own 
charges, and furthermore he shall keep from waste 
and decay the buildings on Briggewrightesplaoe. 
If he fail to pay his rent» or to maintain his build- 
ings, or to keep the bridge in good repair, it shall 
be lawful for the comminalty of Oxford to re-enter 
on their property and expel the said John. Given 
at Oxford, Jan. 20, 50 Ed. III." (See Note 5). 

The new gate, also called the tower ui>on South 
Bridge, is that place which hath been called since 
by the name of Friar Bacon's study (I know not 
why or wherefore), and lately The Folly, whereto 
is adjoined a drawbridge without it, and the third 
arch from that tower is the furthermost extent that 
way of the towne boundes, under which the mayor 
passeth in his perambulation of the Oitfy frawn- 
chises^ and so goeth up the water by Walshman's 
mede, including so much of Qrauntpount (in which 
is the South Bridge) in hie perambulation as parcel 
of the Cnttie liberties ; and so farre (I suppose) this 
John Leper was bound here by his lease to main- 
tayne that paroell of Qrauntpount or Southbridge, 
when it is said here that the said John shall mainc- 
tayne Gkrantpount bridge at his own charges " both 
within and without the new gate " ; that is to aay 
to the third arch beyond that new gate and no 
further. 

Briggewrightesplace or St. Nicholas yaxde or 
the Hermitage is a little parcels of giounde walled 
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upon the lughwayside, over against a little oottag« 
built of Btone called St. Nicholas ohappell, being 
in the town tenure, which they held of the Abbey 
of Abingdon, so called because it belonged to him 
whom the town appoynted to have a caze and over- 
eyght of doing necessary reparations to that bridge 
6o farre as their boundee extended. 

Thirdly, then, as no man can deny that the tower 
upon Southbridge is parcell thereof, so it appeareth 
upon the accounts of one Richard de Berkele and 
Richard de Stokee, being the town chamberlains in 
th« fourth yere of Edward II., that then the town 
repaired that gate or tower ; the particulars stand- 
ing there upon the account are theee: "Item for 
a piece of timber, brought to repair the New Gate 
upon Grandpont, 12d. Item, paid for making a 
new bolt for the same gate, 2s. Item, paid to a 
carpentar for fixing the said bolt on the said gate 
and for mending defects of the gate, 6d. Baid for 
iron bought at Deddington, and to a smith for 
'gaddis' made from the same iron for the said 
gate, 14d." 

Again, in the account of townee chamberlains 
afterwards, namely, anno 23 Ric. II., conoeming 
the reparations of the said gate and arches about 
it, thuB I find: "Item for one etone outside the 
new gate, 5d. Item, for keeping watch at the gates 
there, 16d. Item, for another watch there in the 
time of King Henry [IV.], 2s. 5d. Item, for the 
making of an arch at the bridge there, Sd.** (See 
Note 4.) 

Besides the benefit of Briggewrightesplace there 
was another allowance towarde the mainetenance 
of this bridge, se I find it uppon the Chamberlain's 
accounts enrolled in the Msyor's Court upon Fri- 
day next before the feast of St. Augustin, in the 
nineteenth yere of Edward II., in these words: 
"John de BrehuUe was appointed to the office of 
the care of the bridge of Grantpond from the feast 
of St. John, in the nineteenth year, to the same 
feast in the next year, and Richard de Brugewauter 
was appointed as the labourer and servant under 
the eaid John for the same time; their sureties 
were Stephen de Adynton and John de la Wyke." 
Again, at the Mayor's Court held Friday before the 
fea »t of St. Dunetan, 17 Ed. III., I find these words: 
"At this Court John le JHarpour of Headlngton 
was chosen for ihe cuetodjr of the bridge of Grant- 
pont, in the place of John Silvestre, who died ; and 
he took hie oath and produced as his guarantees 
for his ^ood and falthfu} behaviour in tl^e sai4 



office John de la Wyke, John de Padebury, and 
Bernard de Kenington, who in the presence of the 
Mayor undertook upon themselves that the said 
John le Harpour would well and truly serve in the 
said office." (See Note 5). 

Here you see a keeper appointed for the nonce 
by the authority of the Mayor's (^urt to looke to 
the reparations of that bridge, and the^ke was ap- 
pointed for East Bridge, called by the name of Pety- 
pount, and both were under the Townee jurisdic- 
tion. (See Note 6.) 

Fifthly, if I be not deoeaved, there was another 
sUowance toward the repairiig of thie bridge, name- 
ly, the profitt from a schole or hall within the 
University, 'which the town purchased, and applied 
it to this purpose, and for a neede I thinke I could 
tell where it ^tood, but howe it hath byn imbeaele<f 
away it is past my cunning to utter. The poynt it- 
self standeth enrolled ux>on the Towne Chamber- 
lain's accounts, snno 37 EM. III., in these wo^s: 
"Paid to the Lermit of G^untpount towar<}a t^fee ^ 
repair of Southbridge from a school bought by the 
chamberlains of the Comminalty, 13s. 4d." (See 
Note 7.) 

Sixthly, therefore, no mervayle if the legacies be- 
stowed in those days uppon such uses, and, name- 
ly, uppon the repayringe of that bridge, were esi>e- 
eially committed and reposed to the trust of the 
towne officers in that poynt. This appeareth in the 
citty office in a great booke of wills of burgesses of 
this town; by name in Richard Selewode his will 
(foL 48), which was made uppon a Friday next be- 
fore the feast of Bt John before the Latin Gate, 23 
Ed. ni., A.D. 1348, in these words: '*I leave to 
Sybil, my wife, a tenement In St. Edward's street 
opposite my tenement called Brokeneeeild for her 
life, and after her death let it remain to the mayor 
and aldermen, that it may be sold and the money 
expended on repairing Southbridge." Again, in 
the same book, fol. 23, in the will of Thomas Leigh, 
sometime town clerk, a-d. 1342: "And if the said 
Elizabeth die without issue, I will that the said 
messuages be sold and South Bridge repaired with 
the money, and that the mayor sell the said mes- 
suages and shop." (See Note 8.) 

Seventhly, in another account of the Towne Cham- 
berlanes in 7 Hen. IV., a.d. 1406, I find this parti- 
cular account of ihc reparations of the same bridge, 
whose title is this in the margent of the roll, " Ex- 
penses about the bridge at the new gate.'* Then 
follow the particulars: "Paid at one time for the 
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making of the said bridge, Ss. 4d.; and for two 
•gietya' of timber bought of John Brampton, 28.; 
and for three * abides' bought of John Shawe jun., 
3fi. 8d. ; and for one 'ehide* bought of Walter Ben- 
ham, 8d.; and for two 'abides* bought of John 
Malton, 2b. 4d. ; and for another * abide ' of timber 
bought for planka, 6b. ; to workmen called aawyera, 
17d. ; other costs, 3d. ; paid to John Porter and his 
companiona for their labour about the timber, Ud. ; 
to a labourer for cleaning the bridge, 4d. ; paid to 
two workmen called aawyera at other times, 8d. ; 
to a carpenter, 15d. ; to the aame carpenter, lOd. ; 
to Roger carpenter over the same task, 3s. Hd. ; 
paid to two labourers for chalk and paving, 8d. ; 
for iron instruments called 'crampys' in connec- 
tion with the rayles, 7d. ; to a mason over the same 
task, 4d. ; to Hichard Plummer for lead, 74d. ; to 
the same Richard for sawder, 3e. 0)d. ; for his work, 
6d. ; for a tree oelled an elm, given to the said 
bridge by Peter Beseells, 6d." (See Note 9.) 

Eighthly, in the like aooonnt made by the 
chamberlains 19 Sep. 17 Hen. VIII., 1525, I find 
thus: "Reparations done uppon the Southbridge, 
first for 3 plankee, lis.; item for two pieces of 
timber to keepe in the gravell about the said bridge, 
Vllld. ; item for the carriage of the timber, IVd. ; 
item for the laying of the timber, Xlld." 

Ninethly, in a great book *n the Citty office, con- 
teyning the actes of the common counoells, fol. 
242, it is thus enrolled : *' 19 July, 24 Eliz., it is 
agreed that the foundacion of the Southbridge, so 
far as belongeth to this city, shall be repayred and 
amended with convenient speede at the charge of 
this citty ; Will. Noble being mayor, James Robyn- 
son, John William, baylives.** 

Again in the tame book, fol. 269: "July 17, 26 
Eliz. ; it is agreed that the Southbridge from Mr. 
Smith's house unto the tower shall be Inlarged 
with timber worke and rayled on every side, so 
that this oitty shall only disburse the one halfe of 
the charges ; and this is granted at the motion of 
Mr. Dr. Lloyde, who promiseth to disburse the 
other moietie. Will. Fumesse being mayor, Jo. 
Bennys, Hen. Dodewell, baylives." 

Again in the same book, fol. 280: ''Oct. 6, 27 
Blis. ; it was agreed that the Southbridge shall be 
enlarged and rayled from the place where the 
worke is left unto the pale of Mr. Jo. Smithe's backe- 
syde, and further if neede be, at the charges of 
Mr. Pr. Lloyde for the one halfe and the other 



halfe at the charges of this oitty ; the which half 
Mr. Dr. Lloyde doth offer to pay before hande." 

Theae are the acta of common oouncell, and I 
doubt not but in the chamberlanee accounta the 
particulars of theae ezpenaea would, and doe, 
plainely and evidently api>ear. 

From all which premises (me thinkea) it may be 
thus deduced, that Southbridge was within the 
Town Ubertiea. If it waa not, how could tbey 
make acta of common councel of that which apper- 
tayned not unto themf For heretofore, and not 
many years ainoe alao, they uaed to have here oer- 
tayne annual offloera (and it waa a very good order 
and I merv«yle how it ceaaed) to survey all manner 
of decayee within the libertiea, either in highwayea, 
bridgea, walla, mounda, gutters, houses and the 
like, and to present them to the mayor's court for 
convenient redreaae, from which office they were 
styled ''surveyors of nuisances" {ntperviiorei fumt- 
mentorum). (See Note 10.) 

If South bridge was not within the Town liberties, 
I doe not see by what authority the Town jury 
should present butchers for emptienge of beastea 
entraylles at that bridge, or why the town coroner 
should sett there and impanell a jury uppon any 
occasion, as still he useth to doe, or why the in- 
habitants dwelling there by *he bridge should be 
seixed for subsidies and fifteenes with the towne, 
and pay it unto the towne officers and to no other ; 
all which the Towne used (when time was) for 
proofes to drawe in Halywell within the compasse 
of the Towne liberties; or why the Town jury 
should present thus of a little piece of ground lie- 
inge on the east side of the cayde bridge, called 
now and anciently Lamberdeslande, in these words: 
"Also they say that the common soil at Lamberdes- 
lande is blocked and choked with willows put there 
and dung by John Wotton, to the great nuisance, 
etc.," as it appeareth on the presentment of the 
south-east warde, etc. 

Therefore it plainly appeareth by whom the 
bridge is to be repaired, as well as who did repayre 
it de faeto. Although I know that m. a comcu ^Q 
oouncell held (if I be not deceaved) in the 'Mt veie 
of Mr. Alderman Potter'a mayorlty it waa ordered that 
Mr. Radcliffe, the Towne Clerk, should addreaa Mr. 
Vice-chancellor of the tJniveraity to certifye him 
that neither the reparation of the whole South- 
bridge nor yet any part thereof did belong unto the 
citty ; of which aasertion you may judge out of the 
premises now laid down. I know alao that there 
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in extant a French records in the Towne Of&oe 
touching the boundes of the oitty libeirties, begin- 
ning thus: "Geaux sount lee boundes en la present 
de la fraunchise de la TiUe d'Ozenfoid " (see Note 
11), where the Town liberties are bounded south- 
wards only as fane as Denchesworth bowe or arch, 
built over a little streame called Shirelake, devid- 
inge Oxfordshire from Berkeshire on this side of 
Mr. Pinke's house the brewer, and no further. But 
seinge that record carrieth no warrant with it at 
all, or of the making thereof otherwise than to 
fetch in Halywell (as it plainely appeareth) within 
the Towne liberties, then in question, and because 
it as plainely appeareth out of the premises that 
both before and since the time of the makinge of 
that reoorde the saide Bouthbridge hath byn re- 
payred by the Towne, I suppose that so many re- 
cordes which here have byn alleadged allready will 
be able to preponderate that one sole reoorde, 
though it were not suspected at all, as indeed it is. 
But perhaps they wUl easily grant that South- 
bridgo is within the Towne lib§itiee, but they 
reply that they are not to repayie every thinge 
within their liberties ; for so they should repayre 
many wayes and bridges more than they doe, oon- 
sideringe that their Ubertiee for waftes and strayes 
Mid felons' gooddes extend as farre as Witham and 
Godstowe Bridge, for which notwithstanding they 
are not to be tied to reparations of bridges and 
highwayes so farre for that cause. By this reason 
they may as well acquitt themselves from the re- 
paration of Hithebridge and Charewell bridge by 
Magdalen College, eo far as their liberties extend, 
which notwithstanding they spare not to repayre ; 
and so they should Southbridge (although it lie in 
another shyrg) so far as their liberties doe extend ; 
otherwise I see no reason why Barkeshire men may 
not challenge aU manner of liberties uppon that 
bridge, because it is not in Oxfordshire, though 
within Oxford liberties. Finally the record before 
cited saith that "it pertains to the Mayor and 
badliffa thati all nuisances <x>mmitted within the safid 
liberty should be amended according to custom " ; 
I say either to repayre them or cause them to be 
repayred ; and therefore they are stiU liable to that 
reparations which of duety they have usually done 
heretofore. 

Memorandum concerning Southbridge, Oxon: 
being in great decay for a long whUe together and 
nothinge knowne who should repayre it, the two 
shires, vit, Oxon and Berks presenting one another 
at every assise, at length. Anno Domini 1628 it 
happened that a rich merchant of London (one 



Browne) dienge. and Sir Henry Maztyn, aometime 
fellow of Newe OoUege in Oxon being then judge 
of the prerogative court, the said Sir Henry sent 
downe to Oxford the sum of £100, reserved in pica 
utui out of Browne's goodes, to be bestowed uppon 
the highwayes adjacent unto Oxford, according to 
the disposall and discretion of two doctors, viz., 
Mr. Dr. Bancroft of University Ck)llege, and Mr. Dr. 
Juxon, President of St. John's Oollege, who in con- 
sideration of the great decay of that bridge and the 
instant necessitie of the reparation thereof, neglect- 
ed on all sides, were resolved to lay forth that 
money uppon the reparatioEU of the said bridge. 
Dr. Bancroft had then purchased the moity of Bait 
Wyke, which is held by lease from University Col- 
lege, in his tenant's name, and built there a new 
house on the east side of the High way now known 
by the name of the White House, about a quarter 
of a mile beyond the Southbridge, which possibly 
was the reason why he was made a trusty for the 
disposal and laying out of that £100. In the meane 
time, having gotten better enformation and that in- 
deede the Towne or Citty of Oxford had heretofore 
repayred it and consequently should doe so still, 
they surceased a while, and thought to employ that 
money otherwise; until at last Sir Henry Martin, 
repayringe down hither to Oxford that summer to 
visitt his brother then dwellinge at Oarfoxe, fur- 
ther conference was had about this bueinesse, and 
though he was fully enformed that the towne of 
Oxford should repayre that bridge, yet considering 
the present unabiUtie of the Citty, beinge then also 
assessed for the water workes, and that the proofe 
of this duety against the city would prove a tedious 
businesse (though in it seU^^ very oleare) he gave 
order to stoppe all further enquiries for the pre- 
sent, and without any more adooe that the said 
money should be employed only uppon the repara- 
tion of the said bridge, which was begun in the 
yeare 1628 and finished in the yeare 1629, the drawe- 
bridge without Fryar Bacon's stud^ fallinge downe 
and a teeme of horses with a dunge cart fallinge 
Ihrough (which I sawe with mine owne eyes) whileat 
the masons were at worke uppon the bridge^ And 
so it was repayred at that time, ii beinge conceived 
that such a reparation thereof could not be any way 
prejudicial hereafter to the Universitie for settinge 
men to work thereuppon, etc. ; and in the repayr- 
inge thereof they stopped up one arch quite next 
unto Mr. Pinke's house, the biewer, and levelled 
the causeway for making of a wharfe for the barges 
to come thither, and filled up the river with earth 
for that purpose as far as Lumbard's land (Note 12). 
Aug. 19 in that yere, namely, 1629, the King and 
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QiMMie oama horn Barton by Abington in pn)greaa 
of«r that bridge, and so thorough the citty of Ox- 
ford to Wodatoke, and uppon the 27th of the same 
moneth they came baoke from Wodatocke towarde 
Ozforde againe, the Mayor and Aldermen and other 
oitisena meetinge the King about Qreene Ditch and 
presentinge to him a f ayre gilt bowl and a payre of 
gloYcs to the Queene. So the King and Queene 
came and Tciwed Wadham GoUedge, and then they 
came to the Universitie library and went up uppon 
the leadea, and thence they oame to Merton Col- 
ledge and were entertayned there by Sir Nathaniell 
Brent, warden of that coUedge, at a banquet, who 
was knighted the Sunday before at Woodstocke; 
and there in the warden's gallery Sir William Spen- 
ser wae knighted ; and after all thiq the Kinge and 
Queene went that night over Southbridge again to 
Barton, etc. The motion about pullioge downe the 
residue of Cattestreate happened when the King 
and Queene was uppon the leades of the schools, 
etc. (Then, in other ink) I^ Viscount Dorchester, 
the ohiefe furderer thereof, who died before any 
thinge was done therein. (Note 13). 

Note also that all the while that the saide South- 
bridge lay ruinous and unrepayred, much enquiry 
beinge made who should repasze it, nothing could 
be known, and eTerything hushed up as a great 
mysticall matter and nothing could be diecovered 
thereof, untyll uppon the great complaint of the 
Judges still in their circuit there was a jury im- 
panelled to enquyre about that poynt, who notwith- 
standing could find nothing else but that by Bat- 
cliff the Towne-clark's information or suggestion, 
upon a distick that they founde in my hook» of 
the Antiquitle of Oxford, among the Miscellanea, 
the distick being 

rortam qua recta Tergit ad austium ; 
nummis compita strata Tides. 

The jury being informed that the Iset who repayred 
that bridge and causeway was Dr. Glaymund, some- 
time president of Corpus Christi (College, they pre- 
sented that the President of Ck>rpus Christi College 
was to repayre that bridge; whereuppon Mr. Dr. 
Anyan, then president, came to the judges and cer- 
tified them howe the case stood, namely, that Dr. 
Claymund did many pious workes about the Towne 
and University out of charity and so forth, where- 
with notwithstanding neither the Colledge nor yet 
the presidents, his successors, ought to be charged, 
and so was dismissed and acquitted of that pre- 
sentment; and this was all that could be found 
about that matter ; for the Towne would acknow- 
ledge nothinge. 
9]it a^ floone a^ tUe aaide Bridge was repayred, 




after that manner aa I have here showed, and all 
thingea and questions were ended about that mat 
ter, then every man and inhabitant thereabouts, as 
Richardson the botemaker and old Far, now an 
almesman at Bartholomewes, and diverse oihen in 
my knowing, could tell, and openly confeeaed that 
they knewe it longe agoo and very well, that the 
Towne allwayes ueed to repayre the said bridge, 
and could tell me many particulars about it, and 
the namea of the chamberlaines in whose time it 
was done, that were yet living and the like^ Where- 
uppon, being asked by me why they knowing so 
much, would not disclose it and make it knowne, 
when time was, for the publike satisfaction of both 
the bodies, and the maintenance of the truth in 
such a case, "Disclose it," quoth they, and every 
one of them, '* Should we disclose it, a thinge (do 
you see) that made against the Towne." And this 
was the goodly defence that these simple creatures 
made for the concealment of that matter. Whereof 
I thought good to give notice here occaaionally ia 
this place, and that in all other cases there must be 
no other dealingee looked for at the handes even of 
the best of them, still suppressinge and concealinge 
every thing that may touch them and seeking to 
divert it and turne it uppon the University, if they 
can, whereas they are conscious to themselves, if 
they please, that it is otherwise, and that their own 
records if they would be pleased to peruse them, 
are sufficient witness against them. 

Book of the accounts of the Vice-chancellor, 1570: 
" Paid to Mr. Standishe for expenses in making a 
search in the Tower of London about repairing the 
bridges of Oxford, namely, to whom that duty be- 
longs, and who buiilt and repaired in time paat, 248." 

It seems that the town did begin at that time to 
charge the Univereitie with the reparation of aome 
of the bridges, and perhaps with that of South- 
bridge. 

Also the accounts for 1578 : <Taid to Dr. Yeldazd tot 
dinner given to Sir John Fettyplace knight and 
others, when they came to view the Southbridge^^" 



Note 1.— John Weeton, Canon of Christ Church, 
Professor of Hebrew, died July 1632. No doubt his 
lodging was in the south-west corner of Christ 
Church. The Hoapital or Almshouse was the stone 
building opposite Christ Church running north 
from Brewer's Street Watergate or Little Gate was 
at the south end of Little Bailey, now called St. 
Ebbe's Street^ and was south of St Ebbe's church. 



Note 2.— This may be found in the Calendar o( 
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the Patent HoIU of Edw. III., p. 366. The details 
of the grant axe of no importanee; there was 
a fixed standard of oustoms for all towns that ob- 
tained a grant of pontage. 



Note 3.— The Latin original is in Twyne 23, p. 167 ; 
it was eopied by Twyne from the town archives. 
In Twyne 23, p. 380, is an earlier deed of 39 Ed. III., 
by which the mayor and comminalty grant to John 
Braye, of fihiplake, hermit, a lease of a piece of land 
in Swyneahull, "opposite the chapel of St. Nieho- 
las," called " St. Nicholas Yerde.** The conditions 
are the same as in the deed of 50 Ed. III. John 
Ijeper may also have been a hermit, though he is 
not so called in the deed. It will be noticed below 
in a record quoted by Twyne that in 37 Ed. III. 
the repairs of the bridge were performed by a her- 
mit An early map of Qrandpont, reproduced in 
▼ol. 1 of the B.N.O. Tercentenary volumes, shows 
St. Nicholas chapel on the west, and the Hermitage 
on the east side of the Abingdon Road, two or 
three hundred yarda south of Folly Bridge. There 
is nothing to show how the town obtained posses- 
sion of this property. The language of Twyne im- 
plies that the name "Friar Bacon's Study" was 
an innovation, and not based on any history or tra- 
dition. It might be concluded from the map or 
drawing just mentioned that the gate had no tower 
above it until the end of the fifteenth century ; but 
the town records mention the repair of " the tower 
at New Gate *' in 1330, and the tower upon South 
Bridge is mentioned about 1450. The "third arch " 
from the tower lay about 80 yards to the eouth of 
it, for South Bridge at this point consisted of a aolid 
bank pierced here and there with arches. 

Note 4.— The fact that in this year (1390) there was 
a special charge of keeping watch on South Bridge 
shows that usually theie was no watch there. Ex- 
tracts from the Chamberlain's accounts (now lost) 
are in Twyne 23, pp. 226-248. 



Note 5.— These entries may be found in Twyne 23, 
pp. 320 and 322, taken from the rolls of the Mayor's 
Courts, now lost 



Note 6.— The records about Petypount or East 
Bridge are that on Friday, Nov. 27, 1321, Hugh 
Rose of Hedyngdon was admitted to the custody of 
Petypount, and took an oath that he would faith- 
fully repair the bridge with alms and legacies 
<Twyne 23, 317). On July 27, 1358, the comminalty 
granted to Nicholas Wadekyns, hermit, the custody 
of Pettypont (Twyne 23, 340). 

Note 7.--See Twyne 23, p. 233. 



Note 8.— -See Liber Albus, pp. 27 and 42, printed 
1909. 

Note 9.— See Twyne 23, p. 383, 



Note 10.— Twyne is mistaken here. The present- 
ing of public nuisances was at the view of frank 
pledge, not in the mayorV court, and was 
done by the public, not by town officers. The four 
** surveyors of nuisances" elected each year were 
to survey nuisances which one individual had com- 
mitted against another, such as building upon his 
wall or opening windows upon his property. The 
four would examine the site and give their verdict. 



Note 11.— St Frideswide's charters, No. 113, in 
the Bodleian: Denchworth Bow was an arch at, 
or near. No. 34, St Aldate's, crossing a branch of 
the Thames which was the boundary between Ox- 
fordshire and Berkshire. The Sheriff's jurisdiction 
ended at Denchworth Bow, but as far as is known 
the Mayor's jurisdiction always reached to the fur- 
ther end of Southbridge. 



Note 12.— "The arch next unto Mr. Pinke's house" 
apparently means Denchworth Bow. It seems from 
this passage that the ditch called Shirelake from 
Denchworth Bow towards Christ Church Meadow 
was filled up at this time. On the west side of the 
road Shirelake was not filled up until some sixty 
years ago. 

Note IS.— Wood has borrowed much of this para- 
graph in his Annals. 



A TRIAL POR MURDER IN 1634. 



In the Middle Ages all members of the Univer- 
flity were clergy or clerks, receiving the tonsure 
when they were admitted; therefore, when they 
were guUty of felony they weie able to claim " bene- 
fit of clergy " ; if they were convicted the bishop 
would demand tbat they should be surrendered to 
him, and instead of being hanged they would be 
imprifloned in the bishop's prison. When it is said 
that all members of the University were clergy, it 
must not be understood that they were all bishops, 
priests or deacons, much less that they all intended 
to undertake parish work. Of those who could claim 
benefit of clergy throughout England, probably not 
a quarter were in higher or holy orders, and not a 
tenth were parish priests. They merely remained 
clerks and advanced to no higher orders, some be- 
coming architects, some doctors, some eohoolmae- 
ters; and if they were not in higher orders they 
could, of course, marry ; but they always remained 
clergy. In the fifteenth century the Bishop of Lin- 
coln had occasion to give a list of the clergy whom 
he had in his prison at Banbury ; one was a car- 
penter, another a tradesman, and so on. 

But in 1405 the University of Oxford obtained a 
further privilege. The King by charter granted that 
if one of the derke of the University, or any ser- 
vant or attendant of the halls and colleges, was 
aocused of felony, he might be tried by a special 
Judge appointed by the Universiiy, called the Stew- 
ard of the University, and that the jury of twelve 
was to be foarmed as follows: The sheriff would 
summon 18 from the county, the beadle would 
summon 18 from the University, and from this 
total the jury would be taken. It seems also that 
this court was allowed to try cases of treason ; this 
was a high privilege^ for treason was so great a 
crime that to claim benefit of clergy was of no avaiL 

Whether Oxford clerks were ever tried before the 
Steward in early times, oar how often they were 
tried, we do not know. As long as the privilege of 
the clergy lasted, the court was more for the ad- 
vantage of the attendants of colleges than for the 
clerks themselves. But when "benefit of clergy" 
was abolished in the reign of Henry VIII., the 
Steward's court became more important. The fol- 
lowing record, taken from Twyne, vol. 24, p. 400, 
describee the holding of this court in 1634. The 
morning seems to have been devoted to ceremonies ; 
then came a dinner at the Star, now the Clarendon ; 
and the afternoon sufficed for the hearing of two 
charges of murder. It is said tiiat if a member of 
the Universiiy at this day was accused of felony, 



he might claim to be tried by the Steward; but 
doubtless he would have to pay the expense in- 
curred; it is now more than a century since the 
court has been held. 

" Tuesday, Aug. 26, 1634, an assises held at Oxford 
for the tryall of John Dunne, M.A., of Christohurch, 
for supposinge to have killed a little boy called 
Humfrey Dunt, a basket maker's son of Grampoole; 
and of John Goffe, M.A., and feUow qjf Magdalen 
CJollege, for being supposed to have killed one 
Joseph Boys, a chaplains of that house. Mr. Unton 
Croke, under stewarde of the Universitie, did sett 
judge by commission. There were two several com- 
missions for those two tryalls; which being read 
in the Lower Gild Hall where the assises were kept, 
the Vice-Chancellor and the doctors being there 
present in their robes and some masters in their 
white minied hooddes, first the said steward made 
a short speech unto the bench in Latin by way of 
congratulation that the Universitie liberties were 
so well preserved. Then afterwards he gave the 
charge to the juiy; and then he proceeded to the 
arraignement of the prisoners at the barre; and 
then they broke up and went all to dinner to the 
signe of the Starre. After dinner they came to the 
hall againe in their robes as before, about two 
o'clock, and proceeded further to the tryall first 
of John Dunne, who was acquitted; then of John 
Goffe, who was likewise acquitted; and then at 
a or 7 of the docke the assises was ended, which 
was the greatest for companie that ever I sawe in 
Oxford. The under-sheriff attended there with ten 
or twelve of the sheriffes men with their javelyns 
in their hands, as at the county assises. In the 
morning the Vice-Chancellor and the doctors and 
some masters met all at St. Mary's, whither the 
Steward allso repayred unto them ; and from thence 
they came all up the streete being a very great com- 
panie, the Vice-Ohancellor and the Stewarde goinge 
formost, and before them the under-sheriff went 
bareheaded, the sheriff's men going before him, 
and so they were conducted to the hall. The Vice- 
Chancellor, who was then Dr. Pinke, Warden of 
New College, sate at the right hand of the Steward 
and above him, but both under the King's Arms, 
as near as could be. Mr. Dun excepted against one 
of the priviledged jurie, vis., John Blakegrove^ M.A., 
dwelling in St Giles' parish, and against another 
of the county whose name was Ghild, as I remem- 
ber. At Mr. Dun's acquittal the world was not well 
satisfied." 
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The following, taken from Twyne, ▼. 574, jb a gen 
which needs no commendation. The picture of 
the Vice-Ohanoellor and Mayor walking hand in 
hand, and the former when he reached Carfax, un- 
able to bear the indignity any more, the account of 
my lord KnoUee, who felt that his honour was 
touched when it was suggested that he could not 
read an old record, and of the Mayor, who was per- 
secuted for righteousness sake, and left St. Martin's 
and "frequented St. Mary's church, etc.** (what a, 
delicious ** etc."), will be enjoyed by those who ap- 
preciate unconscious humour. From this small be- 
ginning arose one of those contests between Town 
and University which might be expected in the 
Middle Ages evezy 30 or 40 years. In 1612 the Uni- 
versity drew up its grievances against the Town, 
and the Town drew up what Twyne calls "pre- 
tended grievances" against the Univeosity. The 
position between the Town and University was, and 
always had been, logically impossible; in Oxford 
and Cambridge supreme power on the same mat- 
ters, in the same spot, and to a great extent over 
the same people, was given to two different bodies, 
the Freemen of the Town and the University ; but 
with that unwillingness to look facts in the face 
which was characteristic of the Middle Ages, they 
pretended from the days of Eidw4^ I. onwards that 
there was no contradiction, but the patching from 
time to time of the arrangement that had been set 
up did not remedy the bad foundation on which 
it stood. 

"When Dr. Einge, Dean of Christ Church, was 
Vice-Chanoellor, theite happened to be a quarter 
sessions about Christmas^ 1000, whereat Six David 
Williams, who was one of the circuiting judges for 
Oxfordshire, was present in the upper Gildhall; 
unto which also came the mayor of ths towns, one 



Alderman Harris, whom the judge placed at his 
right hand; and the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Einge, 
cominge in, a while after, did offer allso to set at 
the judge's right hand, and would have displaced 
the mayor; which the judge would not suffer, al- 
lowinge of the Mayor's placinge, and that it was 
due unto him and not to the Vice-Chanoellor. 
Whereupon the Vioe-ChanceUor made no stirre 
about it then, but sate there all the while below 
the mayor. And when they rose from the bench 
and were come down into the street, goeinge up 
towarde Carfax with a purpoee to dine all together 
at the Starre, the judge did again cause the mayor 
to take the hand of the Vice-Chanoellor; waere 
uppon, about Alderman Wright, his house, beinge 
a corner house at Carfoxe, the Vice-Chancellor would 
goe no further, but called back the Bedell and 
turned downeward to Christ Church. Whereuppo.i 
the judge asked him, sayings, "What I Mr. Vice- 
Chancellor, will not you dine with us! " unto which 
the Vice-Chancellor replied that he could have a 
dinner at home at Christ Church, and .takin^je no 
other leave, departed and went home to Christ 
Church and came no more to that sessions at that 
time. After which time the mayors did begin to 
expect the precedencie of the Vice-Chancellor, and 
sometimes they had it and sometimes no I And 
this was the reason why afterwards the said Di. 
Kinge, then bishop of London, and Sir David Wil- 
liams, were summoned before the Council for the 
discussion of that point of precedency between the 
ViceOhanceUor and the mayor; though jStex that 
time of the quarter sessions aforesaide, wherein this 
matter happened, the said Sir David Williams never 
came this circuit any more, but being presently 
sent for up to the Lords of the Council, >ind there 
questioned about this his doeinge and mucn blamed 



fox the aama, was dispoeed to another cixcuit in 
W^ee. 

Nowe what befell the mayor* Thomas Harria, after- 
war de who was put uppon this agaiast his will by 
the judge, you shall understand that lte<^use in 
his mayoralty he gave way too easUy for the Towne, 
alienatinge away the aite of the Austin Fzyexa to 
lir. Wadham for the foundation of his college, 
without reeerring any ye&dy dinner for the Towne, 
as it is at New College, and aUso for oertain words 
which he had lett fall in their Ck>unBell House 
against my Lord Knollee, then their Steward, about 
of a readinge of a certain recoird which he said was 
so old and hard to read that his lordship could 
scarce read it, his lordship being incensed thereat 
as a thinge spoken to hie dishonour, he the said 
alderman after the time of his mayoralty was dis- 
franchised by the Towne and put out of hie alder- 
manship and another chosen in his place; where- 
uppon he frequented St. Mary's church, etc., and 
the University conceiving that he was used the 
harder for their sakee, wrote to the Lord KnoUes 
about it, whose answer in letter thereunto was read 
in a convocation held 12 March, 1612, though it be 
not regictered; wherein among other things he 
called him 'base mechanicke,* etc., but at length 
he was restored again with much adooe." 

"The grievances which were pretended to have 
been offered by the University to the City, exhibited 
by the citizens of Oxford June 11. 1612, before the 
Lorde of the Privy Council at the counsell table in 
WhytehalL 

1. When the Bailiffs of Oxford go in the night to 
sesjch for felons, pursue hues and cries, and do 
other services pertaining to bailiffs and enjoyned 
by Act of Parliament^ the Vice-Chancellor con- 
venteth (« summons) them and proceedeth to the 
fining and imprisoninge of them for so doing with- 
out the licence of the Vice-Ghancellor. 

2. The University have lately upon record claimed 
the custody of the city and power to make statutes 
to bind the citisens. The Vice-chancellor accord- 
ingly did examine the mayor and others of the city 
what conferences and consultations were had about 
the affairs of the city in the counsell house, which 
all of the counsell are sworne to keep secret. 

3. The University bath discommoned and dis- 
barred from all trade and commerce with the Uni 
versity, or auy priviledged men, the late mayor, the 
recorder, two of the mayor's assistants, one of the 
late bailiffs, and another citisen, and sett this up in 
papers uppon the doores of St Mary'a church in 



the High Street and upon the walls in colledges in 
very hostile manner, publishing to all men. that the 
said parties had very haynously misbehaved them 
selves against the universiUe ; yet they never were 
convicted of any offence nor most of them ever con- 
vented or charged with any n(Mr any of them had 
done anything but what to their duetie appertayned, 
as they hope shall appeare. 

4. The UnivezBity doth eett up men of all trades, 
not beinge free of the city, to exercise their trades, 
yea diverse such as have not byn brought up as 
apprentices in those trades, none of which pay seoit 
or lott or beare other charges with citiaena and 
tradesmen ; this is a lose to the Crowne and to the 
city, neither gaineth honour or ornament to ibe 
Universitie. 

5. The University giveth privilege to men of 
trades uppon pretence of tiieir being eervants io 
colleges, and so exempt their goods from anbaidies 
and fifteens (for the decrease whereof the city re- 
ceived from the Lords of the Counsell letters of 
sharpe blame), and also from the government o2 
the mayor and contribution to the charges of the 
City to the hurt both of the Grown and City. 

6. All priviledged persons being 200 families 
housed in the City and euburbe, and 1,000 peiBona 
at least, to whom priviledge is allowed, axe avowed 
by the University as men free from the powers of 
the Sessions of the Peace, and so againsit thoie 
persons the proceedings of Justice are hindered. 

7. Where citixens are for matters qnritual undec 
the jurisdiction of the Ordinary, aa for temporaJl 
matters under the lawe of the lande, Mr. Proeton 
of the University usurpe jurisdicidon spiritual over 
the citisens for matters of incontinency, and use 
that otherwise than is used towards other subjecti 
of ordinaries there or elsewhere, vis., by imprison- 
ment tyll payment of mulcts and fines euch as 
themselves please to sett down for themselves, and 
that oftentimes only uppon suspicion or aoouaation 
before or without either conviction or confession, 
nay, refusing purgation uppon oath where is only 
suspicion or accusation. 

& That Mr. Proctors do in the night break open 
and enter into the houses of well demeaning citixens 
upon sight of a candle burning or other like ooca- 
8ions> and carry them to prison, and also upon 
meeting them in the streets in the night imprison 
them till they pay such summes of money as they 
require." 

** Grievances done to the University by the oitixeu 
and likewise exhibited at the Counsell table: 
1. The bailiffs take the fee-farm of tha city, cUim 



tlie flDM impoeed at Quarter Sessions and in the 
Ooiirt Leets of the University, and at their pleasures 
remit the same to the offenders to the manifest 
liindranoe of Justioe. 

2. They have erected cottages to the numher of 
150 to the great burden and charge of the Univer- 
aity\ the people inhabiting the same do spoil and 
steal the king's woods to the number of SOO loads 
by the year. 

3. Th^ will take no order for the relief of the 
pvoor, having byn often moved thereto by the Vice- 
chancellor and govemoree of the colleges and halls. 

4. They licence ale houses to the number of 104, 
to the scandal of the University, the increase of 
drunkenness, and corruption of manners. 

6. They block the water courses and pen the 
waters to serve their milk and thereby drown many 
grounds and meadows lying by the waterside. 

6. The mayor and 68 burgesses refuse to take the 
oath to keep the liberties and customs of the Uni- 
Tersity, to which they sxe bound by charter, and 
have done time out of mind until 56 years last past 

7. Such of their body as tender the good peace and 
quiett of both bodies they remove out of their 
places and disgrace them and admitt the most 
factious. 

8. They have erected a corporation of Blatters, to 
the great prejudice of our priviledges, which we 
desire to be cancelled, and that it be not lawful 
for them to make any such corporations. 

10. They question the precedency of the Vice- 
Chancellor, preferring the mayor before him. 

11. They suffer signs to be set up to ale houses. 

12. They take the horses of priviledged persons 
for posthorses contrary to the orders of the Ck)un- 
sell in the 17th year of Queen Elizabeth. 

13. They force priviledged persons to grind at 
their mills.*' 



In answer to the grievances of the Town and the 
University the lords of the Privy Council sent cer- 
tain orders, of which the substance is printed below, 
but they left matters much as before; once more 
the Mayor was stated to be absolutely independent 
of the Chancellor, and once more it was stated that 
the Chancellor might in a moment reduce the Hayogr 
to impotence by granting privilege to anyone whom 
the Mayor wished to punish ; and finally both par- 
ties were exhorted to live in amity. It is character- 
istic of the Middle Ages. They were unwilling to 
grapple with the case and admit that a mistake 
had been made in the past. 



It 10 said that Bni^hmen Uke a oonstituiioa 
that is illogical and can somehow make it work; 
but the disadvantage of an illogical and inconsistent 
constitution is that theie are those whom my lords 
call *^ factious persons," and such find therein an 
opening for misohief. In the days of Charles I. 
on each side men of faction could denounce theix 
opponents as breakers of the constitution in the 
matter of Ship Money; each could appeal with 
equal right to precedents in the past, for the con- 
stitution in this matter, as in many others, was 
vague. The relative powers of the Lords and Com- 
mons were, and still are, yague, and perhaps con- 
tradictory; and in like manner the church in the 
Middle Ages seems at one moment qtiite indepen- 
dent, and at another moment we find the king 
giving most peremptory ordeio to bishops ; the con- 
stitution was not settled, and they were too indolent 
to settle it. 



The orders of the Lord of the Council, July 18, 
1612. (See in full in Ogle's Royal Letters to Oxfotd, 
p. 345). 

1. The night watch of the Town doth solely belong 
to the University, and is to be kept by the Proctors. 
But for as much as every common person ought to 
yield assistance when search for felons, hues and 
cries and such like services do happen, it is thought 
convenient and ordered that in all cases of search 
for felons and hues and cries to be freshly pursued 
according to law both the University and the City 
shall join together and do their utmost to find out 
the offenders, who may be hid in colledges and 
priviledged places as well as in privaie houses; 
for which purpose the City is to give notice to the 
University and the University to the City. And as 
for other public services pertaining to the of9.ee of 
the bailifte, concerning the government of the City 
only wherein the University is not interested, it 
is ordered that if upon urgent cause of such service 
the bailiffs shall have occasion to walk within their 
own liberties at night time, the Proctors do not 
molest them, so as, being demanded, they alledge 
a true and just cause of their so walking by night, 
and go not about by a new practice to encroach 
upon the liberties of the University. But if they 
shall pretend any false cause for disorders sake, 
then they shall be subject to the correction of the 
Vice-Chancellor. 

2. The University hath not the custody of the 
City nor power over any citisen further than is 
secured by chartear or custom in special causes 
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where it hath a relation or mixture with the gOTem- 
ment of the UniTenrity. 

3. The custom of discommoning ia not in itaelf 
unlawful, but is the ezezeiae of a lawful authority 
OTer such as be of the University by way of pro- 
hibition. Neverthelese) it is ordexed that if the 
persons now discommoned submit themselves and 
make satisfaction to the University publicly in the 
Convocation house within 40 days^ they shall be 
restored again to the f avoux of the University. And 
in future it is advised that discommoning, being 
one of the severest censures that can be inflicted 
on those whose means of living depend upon trade, 
shall be used very sparingly and never but upon 
great and special causes. 

4. As for the fourth grievance of the Town, in 
the 17th year of Queen Elisabeth, when this liberty 
was denied to the University by the City, there 
were produced Letters Patent of April 1, 14 Hen. 
Vni., and a composition between the Town and the 
University in the days of Edw. I., granting to 
priviledged persons liberty to buy and sell freely ; 
upon perusal of which the said priviledge of the 
University was then ai&rmed ; so now it is ordered 
that the same liberty shall be enjoyed, provided 
that the said priviledged persons be subject to aU 
scott and lott and other charges, as like occupiers 
of the said City be, for the said merchandises. 

6. The University may give priviledge to any per- 
sons declared to be priviledged by composition be- 
tweene the Universitie and the City, Jan. 23, 37 Hen. 
VI. ; but because the City may be thereby much 
weakened and unable to sustain the taxes imposed 
upon it^ it is ordered that the University be very 
sparing in the granting of priviledge to any men of 
trade or occui>ation, but upon lawful and true pre- 
tenosw 

6. By charter of Edw. I. and another of July 15, 
14 Bic. II., the ChanceUor of the University has 
cognisance of all manner of personal pleas, etc., 
where one party is a clerk or priviledged person ; 
and by charter of 14 Hen. VIII. and Act of Parlia- 
ment of 13 Eliz., the Chancellor and Vice-chancel- 
lor are Justices of peace. The inference, therefore, 
that priviledged persons are exempt from all laws, 
and that Justice is hindered, is weake and insuffi- 
cient 

Orders to the grievances done to the University. 

7. If the bailiffs remit fines imposed at Quarter 



Bsssions and at the Court Leet they are to be 
severely punished. 

8. As for the second and third articles^ and the 
fourth, that the City hath suffered signs to be set 
up to alehouses as if they were inns and hath 
penned the water courses their lordships reoom* 
mend the care thereof to the Bt. Hon. Lord Ellis- 
mere, Chancellor of the University, and the Lord 
KnoUes, High Steward of the said City, to cause the 
same to be reformed according to the rules of law 
and good government 

9. Whereas by ancient deeds from the time of 
Edw. I. the Mayor and 62 burgesses are bound to 
take the oath to observe the liberties of the Univer- 
sity, but within the last 35 years the Mayor and 
two bailiffs have alone taken the oath, it is ordered 
that from henceforth when the Mayor and bailiffs 
take the oath in the church of 8t Maries imme- 
diately after the feast of 8t Michael and before the 
Mayor's entry into the execution of his office, the 
Mayor shall give warning to 00 more of the bur- 
gesses of the better sort to be likewise present, who 
shall not fail at their peril to repayr thither, and 
shall take the oath mentioned in the Counsell's 
order of the 17th year of Queen Elisabeth. 

10. The corporation of slatters, erected to the pre- 
judice of the University, disliked also altogether 
by the City, shall be dissolved, and their charter 
cancelled. 

IL It is thought agreeable to reason that» as in 
time past, the Mayor give precedency to the Chan- 
cellor and Vice-Chancellor, though it be true that 
the authority of the Mayor is in his kinde absolute 
also and in no way subordinate unto the other. 

12. Whereas it is complained that the citizens 
compel priviledged persons to grinde at their mills, 
and take their horses for i>06t horses, by charter of 
41 Hen. VIII. they have exemption from this. 

Their lordships admonish all men both of the City 
and of the University to carry themselves in such 
sort one towards another as they seek not to en- 
croach within the boundes of each others jurisdic- 
tion, but that each of them content themselves with 
that authority and those priviledges which lawfully 
belong unto them, endeavouring by all means to 
preserve mutual love and friendship and not to 
cherish faction or factious persons, such as under 
pretence of seal and service to the party whereunto 
they adhere do nothinge but disturbe the general 
quiett and peace both of University and City. 



THE MAYOR OF OXFORD AT THE 

CORONATION OF EDWARD IV. 



Th« following is a contemporary aooount of the 
coronation of Edwaxd IV., written by Thomas Tan- 
fleld, town clerk of Oxford; the English la anti- 
quated, as might be expected, 'but it will not puzzle 
a careful reader. It is taken from Twyne lY. 132, 
and he in tarn took it from "an old book in the 
City Records before which there is a Calendar and 
a Crucifixe " ; this book was never seen by Anthony 
Wood, and we may safely aesert that it perished 
2S0 years ago. 

At the coronation of the king, the Mayor and men 
of Oxford had the pri-vilege of serving in the king's 
buttery. It was granted by Henry II. in 1155, in 
the days when as yet there was no Mayor of Ox- 
ford, and was enjoyed down to the coronation of 
George IT. In Ogle'e ** Royal Letters addressed to 
Oxford,*' p. 3^ will be found the daim made in 1415 
in Norman French; fifty yeara later the claim is 
made in English, as below. Of these citizene who 
** clothed in one suite rod up to London," we know 
that Clerke, the Mayor, was a fishmonger ; he lived 
in Fish Street opposite the Public Library ; Spragot 
was Mayor in 1462, and alderman for many years 
after; Bramwich was bailiff in 1460, Lowe in 1456, 
Blakebume in 1461, while Seman was alderman al- 
most continuously from 1450 to 1460. Whether or 
not the citizens of Oxfozd were mainly Torkist, 
there can be no doubt that these aeven when they 
returned from the coronation were Yorkist through 
and through : the gracious manners of Edward IV. 
are well-known, and Tanfield's account shows what 
was the effect on him when ''by our leige Lord's own 
mouth he was admitte and had great thanks.*' 

First be it understood that at the coronation of 
Kinge Edward the Forth, John Clerke, fishmonger, 
that tyme mayor of Oxford, with vi. burgesses 
clothed in one suite rod up to London. And they 
lett make a bill of the clayme of his service in the 
king's butterie to mcf lord Steward, whoee office is 
to admitt everie officer to hie office at the feate, 
onder the forme that foloweth : the anpersoription^ 



"Unto the full noble and gracious Lord the heigh 
steward of England. Shewne to your good and 
gracious lordshipp the mayor and burgesees of the 
town of Oxford, that where (= whereas) they and 
thesrre predioessours^ mayors and burgesses of the 
sayd towne for the time beinge by autoritie of 
divers graunts and confirmacions, graunted, con- 
firmed unto them by the right noble pirogenitora 
of our leigh the kinge that now is, have used and 
enjoyed, from tyme that noe mynde of man you 
had unto the contrarie, for to serve our leige lord 
the kinge for the tyme beinge in his Buttlarie with 
his citizens of his dtie of London at and in his 
feste of coronation under semable maner and forme 
as he you served by his aayd citizens at and 
in the same fest Wherefore please it you good 
noble good lozd to aocepte and admitte John Clerke, 
mayor of the citie of Oxford, and Richard Spragett, 
Richard Bramwich, John Lowe, John Seman, 
Thomas Tanfilde, and William Blakburne, bur- 
gesses of the sayd towne, for to occupie the said 
office and to serve with the citizens of the said citie 
of London in the butterie of our liege lord the king, 
that nowe is, at and in the feaate of present corona- 
tion in seemable maner and forme, as the sayd 
citizens of the sayd citie ahall occupie and serve, 
and like as the predicessors of your said auppli- 
oants, mayor and burgesses of the eayd towne, in 
tyme past have used for to doe with all maner of 
fees, wages, and profita unto them pertayninge by 
vertue of the sayd office, at the reverence of God 
and for charitie." 

And at the fest was my Lord George, the king's 
brother and high steward ; and for he was but yonge 
and tender of age, by Lord Wenloke waa assigned 
to hime for to receive the bills ; and to hime was 
assigned of counsell Thomas Younge, a famous 
learned man to the which though <s therefore) the 
sayd mayor and his burgesses put theire bill af or 
rehereed, and they ware gladly and woorsipfuUy 
resyvyd and admitte by our leige Lord'a owne 
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month ; and of ih« kin^e had great thanks for theyxe 
olayme; and one the morrowe at VIII. of the elook 
the sayd mayor and burgesses were brought to the 
treasurer of the king's hall by the sayd Lord Wen- 
locke and Thomas Yonge; they oeztifled the sayd 
tresurer, whose name was Sir John Skott, knight, 
how that the kinge had admitt the sayd mair and 
burgeses for to serre in the ButtillaiTe. And then 
the eayd tresurer comaunded officess for to ordayne 
a place for the mayor and burgesses, and made 
them sitt to meate, and worshipfully were served 
and attended by officers. And when they had eaten, 
the sayd tresurer brought them into the buttlerie 
aayinge theese words to the cheefe butler of that 
contrie, Biohard Forries : "Oomyn my brother the 



mayor of Oxford for to djflohaxga you of your offlee 
at this tyme of this coronation.** And he welcomed 
him well and gladly ; and the tresurer lefte us there 
with the chardge. And the buttler delivered each 
of the burgesses an aupron and well and goodly 
enformed un in the sayd office; and bad us com- 
aunde him or any under hime there and wee should 
have our comaundmente ; and so we had. And when 
the kinge was up, the mayor had for his fees III. 
ashen cuppa that the kinge w«a served with and 
great thanks and well commended of our leige lord 
the kin^e. Qod preserve hime and save the crowne. 
Amen. 

THOMAS TANFELD, Town Clerk. 



THE ORDINANCES OF THE GILD OF 

BARBERS. 



So little is known of the Oxford Gilds, that the 
record here printed is doubly precious. In 1870 a 
volume, entitled ** English Gilds," was issued by 
the Early English Text Society, but though it con- 
tains the statutes of gilds from most of the chief 
towne of England, it mentions none of the Oxford 
Gilds. Our record is found in Twyne iv. 126, where 
Twyne adds that the original was not among the 
Town Aiohives, but in his own possession; Lang- 
baine haa added a further note : ** After the death 
of Twyne I saw the original in a cheet in the pos- 
session of his executor in the house of Abel Parker, 
but I know not what was done with it, and with 
much besides.** The original ordinances were al- 
most certainly in Latin; thia English version pro- 
bably dates from 1499, when the Cappers were 
united with the Barbers, and accepted the old 
statutes of the Barbers. 

A few words need explaining. One of the ordin- 
ances is that in a certain case there was to be a 
payment of 3s. 4d. for wine-silver for the Regents ; 
the Begenis were the Masters of Arts engaged in 
teaching; as wine in the Middle Ages was worth 



6d. to lOd. a gallon, there would bs mose than four 
gallons to be divided among the Masters who were 
present Another ordinance speaks of ** hedge- 
barbezB and ale-baister&" The word "hedge-bar- 
ber" we can understand; but ale-baister is not 
to be found in Murray's dictionary; one of the 
editors, however, has discovered the meaning; as 
shaving soap was dear in olden days, the lowest 
class of barbers used froth of ale, and basted there- 
with. It may be noticed that some of the barbers 
made wafers and singing-bzead. 

Some of the ordinances are interesting; for 
instance, that doctors should keep professional 
secrets, and the regulations about holding what we 
should call a consultation. Notice^ too, that most 
people were shaved but once a week, though some 
went so far as to be shaved twice a week. It seems 
that in those days patients might not change their 
doctor; at least these regulations speak aa if you 
might not do it except with the consent of your 
doctor. 

It may be asked what right the Univeisity had to 
make ordiDanoes for the barbeia. The answer, no 
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doubt, is that these barbers were privileged per- 
sons, i.e., membevs of the TJniYersity, and the Uni- 
versity could always make regulations to bind its 
members, and it is possible that there wae another 
gild of town-barbezB ; in the same way, there seem 
to have been two gilds of eooks, college cooks 
being members of the ITniveJsity formed one gild, 
while pastry-cooks and keepers of eating shops 
had another gild. 

Anthony Wood has given a small portion of these 
ordinances in his history, but they have never be- 
fore been printed in full. The four gaps may by 
guesB be filled thus: "and then all," "and with 
him shall he," "and then ask whom they choose,** 
"and if they find him chosen." H.E.S. 

September 11, 1348. 



In the name of our Lord, Amen. For as much 

as from the beginninge of the world love and amitie 

hath alway bine [=been] advawnced and increased 

by laudable societies and brotherly felowship in 

all maner of crafte, and upon certain protestations 

made and observed the crafts beinge [sheen] more 

perfectly withouten errors exercised and occupied, 

as appeareth by the fellowship of mercers, gould- 

smiths, and stKh other ; thareuppon the tenth day 

of September, the xzii.nd yeare of the raigne of 

Kinge Bdward the thirde alter the conquest of 

England and the yeare of our Lord one thousand 

three hundred fortie eight before us, Mr. John 

Northwode, Dr. of Divinitie, and Chaunoeller of 

the Universitie of Oxford, appeared John Brade, 

barboure, (Richard Fell, barboure and surgen, 

Thomas Billie, wafeayier [swaferer], and with them 

the whole companiy and felowship of harbours 

dwellinge within the precincts of Oxford forsayd, 

and <intendinge henceforward to joyne and binde 

them to more amitie and love amonge themselves) 

brought with them, redaote in writinge, certayne 

ordinaoions and statute made by the advise of 

sadge men for the wele of the crafte of harbours, 

and besought us to oversee the sayd ordinacions 

and statuts, and yf we found them reasonable and 

laudable to be observed that wee would so discerns 

them. The tenors of the sayd orcinaoions and 

statutes here foloweth. First and principally foi 

everie comminaltie or felowship i\ is acoordinge 

(i.e., fit) to doe eome speciall acta of honor to Qod 

to purchase his grace and assistance amonge them, 

withouten which noe maner of comminaltie may 

prosper. Wherefor the crafte-barbours of Oxford 

shall yearly keepe and maintayne a light befor 

our Ladie Chappell of St. Friswith; for sure con- 



tinuance of which Mght everie man and woman of 
the sayd crafte keepinge a shop shall pay everie 
quarter or terme of the yeare 2d., and everie journey- 
man or servante not a prentice shall pay everie 
quarter a pennie, soe that the jorceyman pay the 
first pennie within 15 day of his service in Oxford, 
the master that he serveth to be a suretie for the 
servante : and theese to be observed and the light 
continued under payne of Vis. Yllld., whereof 
Ills, iouz'a pence to be payd to the Chaunceller 
and in his absence to the Comissarie, and Ills. I Yd. 
to the proctors of the Universitie. Alsoe wheeras 
everie Christian man is bounden to observe and 
keepe the Sonday, none of the harbours within the 
procincte of Oxford shall neither in thyre owne 
poKons, ne [snor] by none of theyre servants or 
a prentise, shave any man on Sunday excepte it be 
any of the markett Sundays in harveste, or els he 
that should be uoe shaven shall preach or doe any 
act that day; and whosoe doe contrarie, he shall 
pay to our Ladies boxe XXd., and to the Ohauncel- 
ler or Comissarie Ills. IVd., and to Jie Procurators 
XXd., for a penaltie to be warde and as often as he 
breaketh this ordinance ; and in case any hegge-bar- 
bour or alebayster or other not agreed with the 
crafte, keepinge noe barboure shop, shave any 
man a Sunday in any privatt comer or house, yf 
it be proved befor the Ohaunceller or Comissarie, 
then the Chaunoeller at the instance of the crafte 
shall comitte the same person to prison unto the 
tyme the Master of the crafte with wardena give 
hime libertie befor the Chaunoeller to goe att his 
libertie, he to pay for his offence Ills., thereof Xlld. 
to our Ladies Boxe, Xlld. to the Comissarie, Xlld. 
to the Proctors. Item noe man ne servante of the 
crafte of harbours or surgerie, knowinge any secret 
passion or Infirmitie, as abominacion of stinkinge 
breth at mouth or nose or any secrett decease in 
any place of man's bodie, shall in any wise detects 
or publish this secretness to rebuke of the paciente 
under payne of XXs. whereof Vis. Vllld. to our 
Ladie boxe, Vis. Vllld. to the Chaunoeller or in his 
absence to the Comissarie, Vis. Vllld. to the proc- 
tors. Item where it ie soe that without an head or 
cheefetayne noe multitude ne comminaltie can be 
well ordered, therefor this crafte and felowship of 
harbours and surgens shall everie yeare chuse and 
elect one of the company to be for the year master 
of the eraift in the manner and the forme hereafter 
written, to which master everie person of that 
crafte shal be obedient dureinge the season and 
tyme of his office, and evezie man to come to the 
sayd master att any season he will ca^ or monice 



7« 



[smonifih] him lawefully under payne of Xlld. as 
often as he rebelleth or will not after lawfully 
waminge come to the master, and thereof IVd. to 
our Ladie boxe and IVd. to the Ghaunceller or Com- 
misearie and IVd. to the proctors. Item, yf any 
of the crafte fall at strife, debate, or brawle amougst 
themselfe, they shall be reformed by the Master 
and the seniors of the crafte; and not to strike 
other, under the payne of Vis. Vllld., thereof lis. 
to our Ladie Box and lis. to the Chaunoeller or 
Commissarie and lis. Vllld. to the Procurators. 
Item, yf any person that hath bine aprentise to 
the sayd crafte within Oxford will sett up a ehop, 
he shall come and desoxe the Master and Wardens 
of the crafte of theyre f ayowre, and shall give the 
master and wardens and other of tiie crafte a din- 
ner, and pay one pound of waxe, and the Master 
with two wardens and with three other of the crafte 
of the eldest that hath bine masters shall bringe 
him to the Chanceller uppon theyre showlders, 
where he shall take his oath to keeps all the or- 
dinacions and status of the crafte, and there he 
shall pay to our Ladie box Vllld. and to the C3iaun- 
celler Vllld., and soe to be admitted one of the 
felowship. Item, in case be that any forriner, that 
never was a prentice at barbouis crafte within Ox- 
ford, will desire to sett up a ehop to oooupie as l>ar- 
bour, surgen, or wayfarer or makinge of singinge 
breade or any other occupation that will occupy 
harbours crafte or aurgerie, he shall first give the 
master and crafte a dinner and one pounde waxe 
and XXVIs. Vllld. to our Ladie boxe, and the 
master with the wardens and with two other of the 
crafte that hath bine masters shall presente hime 
to the Chaunoeller, and then he shall give hime 
his oath one [=on] a book to keepe all the ordin- 
ances within and sealed for the crafte, and then 
he shall pay the Ghaunceller or commissarie IVs. 
and to the proctors IVs. and to the regents for wine 
sflver Ills. IVd. and soe to be admitted one of the 
societie. Item in case any of the crafte occupie sur- 
gerie and hath a strange cure committed unto hime, 
then shall the taker of this cure come to the mas- 
ter for time beinge and sue [=sshow] hime the case ; 
then shall the Master in his owne person, yf he be 
seene in his surgerie, yf noe he shall cause other 
of his brithren to goe see the paciente and to give 
his counsell to the taker, for counforte of the sicke 
and honor of the crafte, and soe the taker of the 
cure to content them for theyre eight and counsell. 
Item no man of the crafte of harbours shall entice 
or desire any others of theyre brothers customers, 
neither yett shave them in lesse then they have 



contented for shavinge to hime that they were belor 
shaven with; neither no surgen shall supplants 
any of his felowship that flist ministered to any 
pacient unleese then he that first ministred be con- 
tented to leave his cuxe^ under payne of Vs. ; thereof 
XXd. to our Ladle boxe, to the Ohanoeller or Com- 
missary XZd., to the ProetoxB XXd. Item, yf any 
man will be shaven at his owne chamber or place 
and not come to the harbours shopp, eveiie harbour 
desired shal be thereto readie, soe he that wilbe 
soe at home shaven iwys VId. a quarter; and in 
case he wilbee shaven two tymes a weeks and at 
his chamber or howse and not att harbours howse, 
then he pay Vllld., Xd., or Xlld., as the parties 
can agree. Item, the Master of the crafte for the 
tyme beinge shall yearly call together all his 
brithzen of the crafte that keepeth any howse or 
shopp agaynst the Sunday nexte alter the Naiivitie 
of our Ladie, in which day all the felowship shall 
bringe honestly <i.e., with honour) the master to 
St. Frieswides and theyre all to have a solemne 
masse of our blessed Ladie, att which masse everie 
man of the felowship to offer, and none of the 
felowship to be absente but by licence of the Mas- 
ter for some neoessarie cause ; when this masse is 
ended the whole company doe dine together at a 
place by the Master and Wardens assigned, and att 
that place the Master before them sitting at dinner 
assigne in what place he doth Intende to resigns 
his office, and upon his monition all the company 
to assemble at the day assigned under payne of 
Xlld. to the foisayd box. This done they may call 
to them theyre wives to dinner and everie couple 
to pay Vllld., everie. sengle that holdeth house <x "^ 
shopp to pay IVd. for theyre dinner; the rem- 
nant whatever it be beware what they purvey ( ff be- 
ware that it be not carried away). Item, when the 
societie or felowship being assembled together at 
the prefixed daye of the resignation of the office 
which is the Tuesday after St. Faith's day, then 
shall the master resigne and leave his office, say- 
inge under this forme or like sentense, " Brethren, 
I thanke you I have occupie the roome and name 
of Master of your crafte this yeare. If I have be- 
haved me otherwise then I should, I trust you will 
thinke that I did it not of ill-will or malice. And 
now as I received the office by you, so nowe I re- 
signs and leave myne office into your hands." The 
wardene shall say all both this wiee [then a blank] 
. . . these done, they all or the more parte shall 
name one of the company to seroh and knows the 
mynde of the brotherhoode or company whom they 
wUlhave . . . [Wank] . . . joyned the yoman 



I>e6^« of diviniiie and theae iwo^ or one of them, 
flhall first reade all these ordinations pertaining to 
th« ciaf te and hereon written . . . [blank] . . . 
and eleote for the Master, and e^er as they treaoe 
and knowe tfor to write by and by, and that done 
then openly to show who hath most yodoes^ and he 
to be taken for Master that yeare f olowinge . . . 
[blank] . . . and eleote that was Master and re- 
signed even befor lor the yeaie then past, and he 
anone to be pieferred amonge them and taken for 
Master; and then the Master soe electe by reason 
of a pierogatiye shall name one of the wardens for 
the yeare then to oome, and the more parte of the 
aodetie the other, and this don all the company to 
bringe home honestly the Master, provided alway 
that in case the felowehip forsayd cannot agree at 
that day in election of the Master, but beinge de- 
▼Ided, some naminge one some another person and 
the voyces beinge equall and no partie will oondes- 
end to the other, yf they continue thus all the day 
of resignation, then for that yeare theyre antoritie 
shalbe none, but al shalbe devolved to the Chaun- 
celler, to whom the sayd yoman beedle and the 
other sevoher shall sue [«show] it within 3 dayes 
next then f olowinge under payne of Vis. Vllld. to 
be payd of the boxe, thereof to the Chaunoeller Ills. 
IVd. and the other Ills. IVd. to the proctors; and 
whomsoever then the Chaunoeller name and elect 
master, they all soe to take hime and soe repute 
hlme in everie degree under payne of Ills. IVd. of 
everie person that doth not agree thereunto^ to be 
payd to our Ladie boze ; and this Master soe named 
by the Chaunoeller to name one of the wardens 
and the felowship the other, and they to enjoy for 
that yeare theyre oflloe. Item, yf there bee any 
man of the sayd orafte that doth not pay his 
dutie to his orafte within 15 dayes after the 
day of the accounts, he to fall in the payne of lis., 
thereof one shilling to be payd to our Ladie boze 
and one shilling to the Chanceller or his debutie. 
Item, yf any man of the sayd orafte take one hime 
to teach any penson, child or other, not a prentioe, 
the sayd master cor Informer [:b teacher] of the same 
person shall first pay Vis. Vllld., whereof Ills. 
IVd. to the crafte, XXd. to the Chaunoeller, and 
XXd. to the proctors, and this to be payd within 
8 days of any that toe taketh one hime to enforme 
any person, at which paymente the person that 
shal be enformed, befor the Chaunoeller or the 
Master of ths crafte and one warden, shall there 
sweaie on a boka neyeor to oocupie (i.e. engage in 
biisiness) within Oxford or twentie miles aboute un- 
lesse he agree with the partie in Ozford after these 
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tosaid ordinacions» and whosoe taice <m kim to 
teach any penon not his aprentise in this orafte 
and observe not theese ordinances shall pay for his 
offence every tyme as o^^ as he oflendeth XX&, 
whereof VIb. Vllld. to the UniversiUe, Vis. VIIIs. 
to the Chaunoeller and Vis. Vllld. to the proctors. 
Item, everie yeare the Master and the Wardens 
shall make tone [atwo] accounts of all maner of 
receits by them before the more psxtie of the felow- 
ship in writtinge articlees in parcells under payne 
of XXs. to bee payd by the wardens and Master, to 
our Ladie box Vis. VlUd., to the Chaunoeller or 
his debutie Vis. Vmd., to the piootors Vis. Vllld. 
Allsoe the wardens shall answeare for all maner of 
summs to be alleviate [■ levied], and see it payd 
to our Ladie boxe, to the Oiaunoeller and procura- 
tors and to other according to the forsayd ordinances 
under payn of XLs. by the sayd wardens to be payd 
to the Chaunoeller and procurators. Item, the sayd 
sooietie shall yearly pay Xlld. the day of the elec- 
tion of the Master to the yeoman beedle of divinitie 
for his labours, and he to be readie at theyre as- 
signmente to site [ecite] such as will not dbey this 
writings. Item, the sayd sooietie shall have a cer- 
tain oheste under 3 keyes whereof the Msster to 
have one key, the 2 wardens shall have the other 
2 keys, and therein these ordinances to be kept, 
and in the same to keepe the box of theyre godes; 
in this cheste shalbe putt alsoe the waxe received 
att the enteric of any of the felowship, if neede bee. 
Theese ordinances and statute at the request and 
desire of the sayd crafte by us the forsaid written 
Chaunoeller, assisUnge unto us Mr. Thomas Stret- 
forde and Mr. Bobert Ingramme, procurators of the 
TJniversitie, well and rightely overseeinge^ wee 
could not but discern them both reasonable and to 
be observed laudable, and soe at the petition of 
the said crafte we there deserned [sdeoxeed] them 
reasonable and laudable to be observed ; and where 
all the sayd <»afte offered themselves singularly to 
give an oath upon the holy evangelist to observe 
the same statutes, they farther required us taking 
theyre oaths and protestations to deserne the sayd 
multitude this wise eworne for a sooietie and bro- 
therly felowship and ofer [sover] the obeervaoion 
of the above written ordinaoions to approve the 
same sooietie to be forward [^heooeforward] alway 
named and reputed the brotherly felowship and 
sodetie of harbours; whereupon wee, take in 
[staking] thesrre oaths there on the holy evangelist, 
inclined to their petition reasonable, and deserned, 
also approved, them to be a perpetuall sooietie 
named the sooietie and brotherly felowship of bar- 
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bonrflk and in example for ^rme to oome wee there 
anon sent them all to Si Frideewides there to 
heare devoutly a masse and then to name theyre 
amongst them a Master and two Wardens and a 
Peere (no) after the order of the aforwritten 
statuts; and soe they did electe for the Master 
Thomas Leech harbour, and he then according to 
the statuts named for one warden and 2 Peers 
(tie) Stephen Wsyfrier, and the lelowship chose 
for the other warden Nicholas Jenkyn; and this 
done the said Master, societie and lelowship came 
to U6 agayne parayinge and desiringe to hare this 
inected for a perpetual record and groundly stab- 
liahinge of the said societie and lelowship under 
the scale of the TJniyersitie. At whose contempla- 
cion wee have done theese oidinaoions and records 
to be in this forme Inacted and sealed with the 
scale of the TJniyersitie for a perpetual memorie, 
grauntinge them that noe man unlesse he will sett 
up by theyre asente and aocordinge to these theyre 
ordmacione shall nether ocoupie harbors crafte, 
surgerie, singing bread or wayfers makings within 
the precincts of Oxford, nor noe other craftsman 
occupie harbours crafte ne snrgerie ne grindinge 
of rasers, except ye [she] agree with the crafts 
aforesaid under payne el XXs., thereof Vis. Vllld. 
to OUT Ladie boxe. Vis. Vllld. to the Chaunceller 
or his debutie and Vis. Vllld. to the Procurators; 
geven the Xlth day of September, the XXIInd yeaie 
of the raigne of Kinge Edward the Third after the 
Conquest of England, and the yeare of our Lord 
MOOC. fortie-eight, Ric. Selwode beinge mayor of 
Oxford, Bic. Care [«Cary], John Fallie, John Nor- 
ton and John Barf ord then beinge aldermen, John 
Alstons, J<^m Pigge then being baylifEs of Oxford. 
In 1489 the hursn or oappen wwe united with 
the barbers in one gild, and the following ordin- 
ances, taken f zom Twyne IV. 130, were drawn up 
at that time. The two trades of lArbeni and cappers 
had little in common, but it was not unusual for 
two small gilds to unite^ though their occupations 
were diverse. The date in the flrst sentence, MDI., 
must be an esror for MID., for Cardinal Morton 
died in 1600^ and the proctors mentioned towaida 
the end came into oflioe in 1496. Once again we 
must ask why the oonflrmation of the gild was giren 
by the Vioe-Chanoellor, and not by the Mayor. Are 
we to think that these hurers or cappers were 
makers of caps for the Uniyenitj onloTi so that by 
the old agreement between the Town and Uniyer- 
sity theor would be reckoned as serrants of scholsxs 
and members of the University, thou^^ not clerks f 
But the regulation that "foreign'* cappers were 



not to give work to the Oxford knitters sogsssts 
that the Oxford cappers were of the same kind as 
cappers in other towns. Must we^ then, suppose 
that the Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor had at 
this time usurped such power over the Town that 
they claimed to confirm all new gilds t Or is it 
rather that as the Barbers and Surgeons had from 
the beginning been a University gild and not a 
Town Gild, any ocHnpany that ^ied themselves with 
the Barbers would of necessity be subject to the 
Chancellor f 

The word Pome, as a title for a gild official, can- 
not be found in any dictionary; possibly Twyne 
mis-read the original. The second of the two gaps 
in the statutes may be filled with t^ words "in 
testimony of these things we " ; the first is not so 
certain; "the ordinance is that none knitters," or 
** the cappers agree that none knitters,** would make 
sense. 

In the name of our Lord, Amen. In the yeare of 
our Lord MDI., the xxv. day of March, before us 
William Atwater, doctor of divinitie of Oxforde, and 
comissazie in the Universilie of Oxford unto the 
reverend father and lord John Mortone, aroh- 
bysshoppe of Canterbuxie, prieste cardinall and 
chaunceller of the sayd Universitie of Oxford, ap- 
peared Richard Qrimmsbey, master of the societie 
of harbours in Oxford, and with hime 3 stagers 
that is to ssy John Mawley, John Hardsonne^ and 
John Camney, and William Shoesmith and Francis 
Stidesberie^ wardens of the some eoo&etie^ with all 
the whole bodie of the sayd occupation, and then 
alsoe with them Bobert Aconn, John Fumeys, John 
Collar, and James Capper, huress, alias cappers; 
and whereas the above-said harbours and surgens 
alleged and said theyre that of old antiquitie all 
such huiers or cappers ought to be of theyre soctoiie 
to here and pay with them as biithren of one socie- 
tie and lelowship, the sayd hurers, alias called 
cappers^ theyre Mne present, and then they not 
worilie <«••) moved by the allegacion of the old cue- 
tome put, ol theyre free liberties and will, con- 
descended to be brithren of the said societie of 
harbours, and they desired the above sayd master, 
staigers and wardens of the said craft to take them 
as brithren of one societie and felowship. Where- 
upon the said Master and staigers and wardens and 
peeis and all the Pomes desired us the above sayd 
oommissarie after the forme within forth written 
to admitte them into the sayd felowship of barbers ; 
and we taking of the sayd Bichard Gzimmesbey, 
Bobert Aooom, John Fumeys, John Collar, and 
James Capper in oath accordinge to the ordinance 
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witliiii wiitltn to b« obMrr^d, as well as dtitayne 
oaths hezaafter writtin, there admitted the same 
Bichaid, Bobert^ John* and James as brithien of 
the sa(7d sooietie of barboun. The ordinaoions eon- 
oeming huren in especial bine theese; inpnmis* 
all the ssyd huxers that dwell within the procincts 
of the TJniversitie of Oxford shalbe obedient to the 
Master and oome att his oallinge or waminge to 
any place assigned by the Master, and beare and 
pay, and observe all the within forth writtin or- 
dinaoions in BQch things as ooncemeth them, and 
over that, theese especial ordinacions eonoerning 
hiuen oar cappers under penalties limited; and 
they shall enjoy all the liberties and prerogatives 
of the same oraft under forme within forth wzittin, 
as well in glvinge theyre voices to the election of 
the Master and Wardens as other in all things as 
barboon and sozgens. Alsoe the [heie a gap] . . 
. . . of capps dwellinge within the procinots of 
the Univenitie of Oxford shall take works of any 
fonner as longe as they may have saf&cient worke 
of knittinge of the hurers of this soeietie in Oxford 
nnder payne of Is. as often as any oflendeth ; where- 
of 4d. to the Chaiuncellor or his commissarie, 4d. to 
the Frocuraton, and 4d. to the boxe ; and y f any 
fonner bringe worke to be knitt in Oxford after 
be be once lawfully warned* he ehall forfett the 
etuff to the Ghaunceller, and his person to be 
oomitted to prison. Alsoe theyre shall none hurer, 
ne non of the sayd soeietie, entise away any brother 
or sisteoES servante of the sooietie, ne sett any such 
A worke within the pzooinets of the Univenitie, un- 
lesse then the servante be lawfuUy departed from 
his Master that he was with, under payne of Vis. 
Vllld., whereof BOd. to the Chawiceler (jit) or his 
commissazie^ 20d. to the FroouiratoxB, 20d. to 
the Miaster Begents for wine, and 20d. to the 
IfSdie boxe. Alsoe in case any Master will not con- 
tente oar pay his servante wages or dutie, the ser- 
Tsnte shall first complayne and sowe it to the mas- 
ter and wardens of the soeietie and then the master 
and the wardens shall see them have theire dutie, 
and els th^ shall bringe the matter to the Chaun- 
oellor after it hath bine first shewed among them- 
selves, and then justice to be ministered. And 
likewise yf any servante miesbehave hime or doe 
not his dutie to his master, yf the Master and war- 
dens cannot leforme it» the matter shall be brought 
to the Ohanceller. Alsoe there shall non of the 
sayd sodetie rebuke other, ne disprave theyre worke 
in lease then [f unless that] it be first shewed to 
the Master and wardens, and there to approve it 
^ood or disable it^ under payne of Is.^ to be devided 



as it is above spedfled. Alsoe it shall not be law- 
full for any hurer, within the procincts of Oxford 
dweUinge, to sell a old capp new dressed for a new 
oapp under payne of forfeitture of the same to the 
Ghaunceller and one pounde of waxe to our Ladie 
light. Alsoe it shall not be lawfuU any man to 
sett up shop of makeinge of caps or of wayfers or 
of grinding of rasers within procincte of the Uni- 
versitie of Oxford without he agree and have the 
consente of the Master and wardens of the crafte 
and pay to our Ladie boxe twentie shillings^ one 
pounde of waxe» and a dinner, and to the Ghaun- 
celler or his commissarie 4s., and to the Mayor of 
the towne of Oxford 2s., to other four aldermen 4s., 
to the bailiffs Ss., and the procurators 4s., and to 
masters regente for wine 3s. 4d. under payne of 
408.. whereof Ids. to the box, lOs. to the Ohanceller 
and procurators, IDs. to the Mayor and aldermen, 
and 10s. to the regents and bayliffs of the towne 
for wine, provided alwsiy thsA yf any person that 
will sett up a hurers shopp have bine aprentise 
of this sodetie in Oxforde, then he shall enjoy the 
liberties that any aprentise of harbours shall, as it 
appeazeth within forth. Alsoe hurers or cappers 
shall observe and keepe all the ordinacions for pay- 
ments and dutiesi amercments and penalties, as be 
within forth written for harbours. Alsoe in case 
the knitters mans cap or any worke or make not of 
good and customable fashion for the buyers^ they 
shall unknitt it again and knitt it anew at theyre 
prise costs, or els pay tor the stufPe and take the 
capp to themselves. Alsoe any hursr or capper 
shall pay for knittinge of capps or other worke 
after reasonable customs and noe man togoe beyond 
that reasonable customs to the hinderance of his 
nedghbouie or brother, under payne of Os. 8d., to 
be applied to the Ghaunceller or commissarie, pro- 
curators, regents, and to oar Ladie boxe as is above 
sayd. Alsoe yf any jomeyman come to this towne 
of Oxford to seeke worke of huxers, yf he be not sett 
aworke, the masters of the ocoux>ation shall give 
hime money to bringe hime twentie miles of his 
way. Alsoe there shall none hurer oooupie harbours 
crafte by his owns person ne by servante, nether 
barbers hurers crafts, unlesse then he hath 'bine 
aprentise in both crafts within the precincts of 
Oxford, under payne of 80S., whereof 6s. 8d. to the 
Ohanceller or commissarie, 6s. 8d. to the Procura- 
tors, and use VIII. pounde to our Ladie light ; pro- 
vided alway that noe man shall sett up shop of 
makeinge of capp or huxers within the product of 
the UniverBitis aforesaid, unlssse then first to be 
admitted as a freeman in the towne of Oxford. 



76 



Farthetf ove, for a flrmacion and Mtablishinga of 
this onion of hurers and cappers to the societte of 
barbours, the whole society instantly desired us Mr. 
William Atwater the affonayd oommissane and Mr. 
Hush Brusey and Mr. John Lethome, paroeurators 
of the sayd UniTetsitie aeeittente to ua, to ratiAe 



under the aeale of the 17niTer«itle all theia ct- 
dinaneea and injunctions of hurers aliae oalled 
oappere to one sodetie. And [a gap] . . . bgr ibe 
assent of the congregation of Master legeate to 
theee presents have done the eeale of tho Pninuiiilj 
to be sett one^ 



A LECTURE ON THE WALLS OF OXFORD. 



Any history of the walls of Oxford must begin 
witn such facts as axe given in the Patent Holla 
and Close Rolls. From the year 1199 the walls, 
bridges, roads, etc., weve rented from the King'b; 
the citisenSk and were repaired by them at their 
own expense, whenever the King commanded ; but 
if a large outlay was needed he nould give tb^m 
permission to levy a tax, and his permissio:! was 
entered on the Patent Bolls, the first mention of 
the walls of Oxford in the Patent Bolls is In 1226. 
On Sept. 16 the King was at Oxford, and on the 
19th issued to the City his permission to levy mux- 
age for two years. Murage is a word which has 
two meanings, but here it means custom levied on 
goods brought into the market The Patent Bolls 
record frequent grants of murage to the chief 
towns of England, and the schedule of charges 
permitted by the King varied little from town to 
town or age to age; the schedule of a murage 
granted to Oxford, probably in 1328, has been print- 
ed by the Oxford Historical Society ("Oxford City 
Documents," p. 304), and it was then, as also in 
the reign of Henry m., something less than one 
per cent on the value of the goods. If the money 
was spent on walls it was called murage, if on 
bridges pontage, if on paving pavage. This grant 



of murage was prolonged four times, and did not 
cease until 1840. 

On April 17, 1227, the King sent a writ to the 
bailiffs that those householders who were bound to 
repair the wall should be distrained to x^aix that 
part for which they were responsible; and four 
months later he sent the namee of thirty-four who 
were to be so dis|rained. This brings us to the 
second sense of the word murage, namely, a pay- 
ment due from certain houses in Oxford which 
from time immemorial were bound to keep a part 
of the wall in repair. These were the mural man- 
sions, mentioned in Domesday Book, whkh were 
/esponsible for the repairing of certain portions ^ 
the wall, no one knows where ; but we assume that 
the whole circuit of the wall was divided between 
these houses, for the reason that from 11S5 to 1199, 
when the City with its walls was in the hands of 
the King, the Pipe Bolls show that though the 
King spent much on the walls and towers of the 
Castle, he spent nothing on the walla of the town; 
yet something must have been necessary 4n forty- 
four years. We may assume, therefore^ that the 
mural mansions were responsible for the whole 
walL They were called mural not because they 
were on Uie wall, but because they repaired it 
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Linooln Ck>Uege kitohen was one of thoM housee ; 
another mm in Ck>minarket near Bnol's. U the 
owner of the house did not do his duty to the wall, 
bis house was forfeited; and this sometimes hap- 
pened, for St. John's Hospital bought from the 
King a house near the ohuzohyaxd of 81 Peter-in- 
the-Bast^ which had been forfeited because of its 
duty of mending the walls. 

It would be well to notice the words of the 
King's writ; he says these houses were bound to 
repair the wall; therefore at this time there was 
some repairing of old walls as well as building 
new, and it is obvious that a house which must 
answer for mending a wall could not be compelled 
to erect « new one, better and more ezpensiTe. 

It may be added that this second kind of mur- 
age Is found again in 12S1, when some members of 
the University who occupied mural mansions claim- 
ed that they need not pay their murage because 
clerks were exempt from taxes of this kind ; it was 
decided that they must pay, but we hear of it no 
more in later years, and in the next centuiy, »b 
we shall see, another method was devised to cover 
the repairs of the wall. 

In April, 1288^ the King remitted a fine of 6E 
marks which the town had incurred, on condition 
that the money was laid out on the walling of tha 
tcwn ; and next year the Abbot of Abingdon gave 
to Oxford brushwood or oopsewood for two pUi- 
foims for the building operations on the wall, the 
King in recompense allowing him to enclose the 
woodland he had cleared. Mr. Parker has suggest- 
ed that the brushwood was for a platform of hur- 
dle work, where we should use planks. Two years 
later, in 1231, the King made two grants of brush- 
wood for platforms; and in 1233, the work being 
so far advanced that the wooden floors of the bas- 
tions were in making, the King gave 100 oak trees 
fiom Brill forest for Joists and planks for the bas- 
ii<ms. A complete bastion, as in New College Gar- 
den, would require three floors as well as a roof. 
On May 12, 1234, the King sends a writ to the 
Mayor of Oxford that he desires the building of 
the walls to be hastened, end names five oitisens 
who are to aid the mayor in his work. Next year 
the King remitted a fine of £35 which had been 
laid on the town for the escape of certain robbers, 
the money to be applied to the walling of the 
V>wiL At Michaelmas, 1240, the grant of murage 
ceased, and we may assume that the building was 
completed as far as was necessarr at that time. 
On later occasions there were grants of murage, 
but we hear no more of gifts of brushwood, or oak 



trees, or remission of fines. Bvidently such build- 
ing as was done afterwards was nqt so extensive 
or so costly. 

In 12fil murage was granted for three years; in 
1257 for five years, and in 1263 for five years. There 
is a charter of the King dated March 26, 1257, pidnt- 
ed in Ogle's Boyal Letters to Oxford, in which it 
is mentioned that the town has permission to 
build bastions for the advantage of the King and 
of the comminalty of Oxford; some, therefore, of 
the bastions date ttom 1257. In 1285 there was a 
murage for four years; and it is likely that the 
tower on South Bridge, called in the 16th century 
''The PbUy," and later known as Friar Bacon's 
Study, was built at this time; for when we first 
hear of it about 1300 it is called New Gate. In 
1301 there was murage for five years, in 1321 for 
five years, and in 1326 for three years, but none 
afterwards. When we deal with North Gate we 
shall see that there was building there in 1327 and 
earlier; 'but whatever was done must have been 
little, for in 1325, and again in 1330, the King, say- 
ing that he has been informed that Uttle or noth- 
ing of the murage collected had been spent <m 
the walls, caused inquest to be made; we do not 
know the result; it was evidently found to be a 
false accusation in 1325 ; but in any case the build- 
ing done between 1321 and 1330 cannot have been 
much, if it was a question whether anything had 
been done at all. 

We pass to 1371, when the King commanded the 
wall to be repaired and the ditch cleaned. Them 
is no mention of this in the Patent Bolls, but Che 
Letters Patent are in the Town Archives and have 
been printed in Ogle's Boyal Letters to Oxford; 
also the accounts of the Town Chamberlains, of 
which we have extracts in Twyne, record that the 
Abbot of Oseney gave five marks this year towards 
the repair of the waUs, and the grant of the King 
permitted the mayor to impose for this purpose 
what we should call a rate on all those who owned 
rents or lands in the town or suburbs or made 
profit 'by trade. 

Finally, in 1378 Biohard II., in much" the same 
words as his grandfather, Bdward III., command- 
ed the walls to be repaired, saying that they were 
weak and ruinous and the ditch choked, so that if 
his enemies from France invaded England the city 
would not be able to resist them. It was on this 
occasion that great discord arose. In a deed of 
1380, preserved in the City Archives, the King says 
that he has received information that when the 
mayor and bailiffs at no slight cost had cleansed 
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the city ditoh, oertain men on the part of the War- 
den and scholars of Herton issued forth in armed 
array, and, asserting that a public road of the 
Warden and scholars was blocked with the earth 
and sand which had been drawn from the ditch, 
threw it back with carta into the ditch. It has 
been assumed that the road in question was in 
Christ Church Meadows by the wall of Merton; 
but if a road existed there it could not be the pro- 
perty of Merton. No doubt the road was Holywell 
Street, and the partisans of Merton were the ten- 
anta of the Merton manor of HolywelL To this oc- 
casion we may assign an undated Parliamentary 
petition which has been printed by the Oxford His- 
torical Society. In it the Warden of Merton peti- 
tions the King to recall a grant which the mayor 
and burgesses of Oxford have obtained from him 
that they may make a ditch round the city 200ft. 
wide. Merton College would of course be injured 
by tlus grant; for a ditch 200ft wide would rob 
them of all their land on the south side of Holy- 
well Street. The Account Boles at Queen's College 
i«coid that the sum of twelve pence was contributed 
towards the repair of the wall of Oxford between 
June, 1378, and June, 1379. 

Such then is the history of the wall from the 
Patent Bolls and the Close Bolls, running back to 
the year 1226 ; but we know that there was a wall 
long before thin Wi baT^,y" that at the time 
of Domesday there were house^M^ mural man- 
sions, and had been in the days of 
Confessor. This proves that there was a wall beV 
fore 1226; and probably we have forty charters 
about houses in Oxford earlier than 1240 which 
speak of the walls. It is true that a great author- 
ity at one time maintained thai the wall was only 
a wooden palisade ; but there is not a lot of evid- 
ence that dt was so, and a palisade would no more 
be called "murus" in the Middle Ages than it 
would be called ''wall** by us. 

Not only was there a stone wall before 1226, but 
it must have been on the site of the later wall. 
Assume for a moment that in 1226 it was decided 
that the wall should follow e new line. It would 
be necessary to buy or seise private property and 
evict the inhabitanta. But if in 1226 there had 
been a large displacement of freeholders by force 
or purchase, the Patent Bolls and other records 
would bear traces of it Such things could not be 
done without lawsuits, outcries, and petitions to 
the King. Further, there is the nositive evidence 
found in local charters earlier than 1226, which 
describe houses with reference to the walls. There 



are at least 260 charters about houses in Oxford 
which are earlier than 1200, and 500 earlier than 
1226, which give us fixed pointa for the reconstruc- 
tion of early Oxford, and we cannot treat the Ox- 
ford of 1226 as htabida rota, about which every man 
may have his guess. About Saxon times we are at 
liberty to guess ; after 1154, or even after 1121, Chat 
must cease; we know that in 1121 North Gate 
and East Gate stood where they stood in 1771, and 
all the churches of Oxford were in existence except 
St Giles's; and if anyone will maintain that the 
wall in 1226 diverged more than twisnty yards from 
the earlier wall, it would be possible to refute him 
by early charters. There was, therefore, a wall oi 
Oxford before 1226, and it stood on the line of the 
later wall, but no doubt it was of simple make. 
The wall of Chichester in Norman times, as also 
of Canterbury, was a mound of earth faced with 
stone, and at Southampton that part which is 
considered to be Norman is of this kind; and 
there are indications that the wall of Oxford was 
a plain stone wall ten or twelve feet high, without 
bastions, and with a mound of earth behind it, on 
which the defenders stood. This would explain 
why there was a vacant space wiuun the north 
and east walls. We can understand that in any 
town there should be a roadway inside the wall 
for the convenience of the defenders, but in Ox- 
ford in mediaeval times there was also a strip of 
land between the wall and the road, for which the 
town had no use. If originally there was a mound 
of earth inside the wall, when the mound was re- 
in the reign of Henry III., there would 
remaiW<strip of waste. 

In deidi!tt ^^ ^® ^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
no one seemftkiP ^^^^ asked what it cost or who 
paid. If we xemtf^^' ^^^ ^^ wtU^ at all events 
on the north side/t* *^ average height of 18 feet 
from the foundatioi^Sp^ * thickness of 7 leet at the 
base and five feet at ^« ^P» ^^*1« *^® bastions 
are 4^ feet thick, anyorilJ"*y reckon how many 
thousand tons of stone w!P^^ ^ required. The 
Pipe BoUs have been searcflP^ between/l22e and 
12n to see whether the KingSj?^*'^^^^^' ^* *** 
gave nothing beyond what has B86? ^w^dy ™«n. 
tioned. 

We also should like to know why tifrf ^^"^ ^^' 
dertook this expense. We may feel sui^ ^**' ** 
was not because they were anxious to re?**^ ^* 
French King or any other foe. As long ai 0*^o'd 
was allowed to govern itaelf, they cared a^ ^^ 
governed England. Nor was it to embellism^ ^^^ 
city or because they had a pride in it CwOmly 
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like the rest of England, was strieUy utilitarian in 
the Middle Ages, and no expense was incurred by 
the Town or the UniTersity merely because it would 
add dignity to the place. That Oxford should have 
strong walls was tf interest to the King, and the 
King only* and as the burgesses rented the town 
from the King, he could compel his tenants to put 
the walls in order, by threatening to terminate 
their lease. Walls, therefore, which seemed to the 
King sufficient before 1199 seemed, insufficient in 
1226. 

We have seen that the Patent Bolls describe the 
work between 1228 and 1240 as partly a repairing 
of the old wall and partly new building. In 1^40 
therefore, part of the old wall remained. It is 
possible that it was all destroyed subsequently, 
but it is also possible that portions of it may still 
be found here and there on the outer face, especi- 
ally near the ground. When the excavations were 
made in 1899 north of the Bodleian, the wall was 
cut at about eight places and four or five times, 
to judge from the drawings, it was found to have 
two thicknesses— an outer wall of about 2^ feet 
thick with a pronounced lean or batter, backed by 
a newer wall four feet thick. In New College the 
wall is evidently of more than one date; by the 
ante-chapel is a small piece, on which the chapel 
buttresses rest; it was evidently rebuilt by Wil- 
liam of Wykeham, and looks comparatively mod- 
em; the bastions are of an older style and their 
shape pronounces them to be not earlier than 
1220 or later than 1300; possibly a still older wall 
may ^be seen in certain places on the outer face, 
especially where the batter is most marked. Of 
course, the battlements and the thick backing wall, 
providing the walk for the defenders, ai<e not 
earlier than 1228. 

We will now make a rapid circuit of the wall on 
its north and east sides. 

For those who are not familiar with the map of 
medieval Oxford, it may be explained that on the 
north side and round as far as east gate there was 
a moat outside the wall, and outside the moat a 
road, represented now by George Street, Broad 
Street, Holywell Street, and Long Wall. Between 
this road and the moat there were no houses ex< 
cept one or two at the east end of Broad Street. 
Inside the wall there was also a road, of which 
portions remain in St. Michael's Street, Ship Street^ 
and the beginning of New College Lane ; the rest 
of it was acquired and enclosed by Exeter College, 
the University, and New College. Between this road 
and the wall there was a strip of land varying in 



width from twenty tx) forty feet, which was leased 
by the town to various tenants. Wood and others 
say that it was called the IJnderwall, but no such 
name was given to it in the Middle Ages, and 
"sub muro" is generally used of the houses on the 
south side of the street facing the wall. On this 
strip of waste there were a few cottages, and east 
of St. Michael's Church two houses of a less mean 
character, but most of the land was used for gar- 
dens. The Oxford Historical Society has printed 
from Twyne a complete rental for the year 1387, 
giving the tenants of the town land that adjoined 
the walls, tellingi how many bastions they rented 
and what they paid, so that we can reconstruct the 
whole circuit of holdings from the Castle to the 
south-east comer of the town. In some of the 
leases, of which Twyne haa left us copies, it was 
laid down that the wall should not be injured ; but 
even eo, this leasing of the bastions to be turned 
into outhouses and cottages is a curious proceed- 
ing ; por was it a corrupt practice of a corrupt age ; 
as early as 1311, and earlier, as we shall see, the 
town showed this same magnificent indifference to 
its walls. We cannot doubt that the town would 
have sold them as soon as they were built had it 
been allowed; but as it did not own them, but 
only leased them, neither streets nor walls could 
be alienated without the King's permission. 

Starting from the Oastle ditch, the first gateway 
shown in the map of Agas is a poetern at the end of 
Bullock's Lane. This may be the postern which 
was made in 1460, costing 3s. 3d., as we learn from 
extracts from the Town accounts (Twyne 23, 247); 
it is described as *' a postern near the Castle," and 
can be nowhere but here. 

Next to this. Wood says there was a postern 
where New-Inn-Hall Street now breaks through in- 
to Qeorge Street, and that traces of it could be seen 
in his time ; but no documentary evidence of it has 
been found. If it existed it was probably a private 
postern, like those in New College Gaidens, and 
though Agas's map is somewhat perished at this 
point, it seeme olear that he marked no postern. 

We now come to North Qate, over which was 
the Town prison, commonly called iBocardo. A 
plan of it was made by Gwynne, the city archi- 
teot^ in 1770 before it was pulled down, and is now in 
the British Museum. The first and most striking 
point in this plan is the gieat length of the gate 
from north to south ; it was more a tunnel than a 
gate, being 7Qft. long and only 11 to 12 feet wide. 
Without footway and without light, it must have 
been an unpleasant place to pass. The plan also 
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•liowB ikni Mr. Alden's shop-front was part of Bo- 
oarda It is ccMnmonly said thftt his shop is on 
the site of a bastion outside the gate, the authority 
for this statement being that old pictures of the 
gate show a curving house or bastion on the west 
side. No doubt there was such a house, but 
Gwynne's plan proves that it was to the north of 
Mr. Alden's, and is now Kos. 33 and 34. It seems 
that the gate was made longer and longer as the 
sise of the prison was increased. In 1311 the King 
sent a writ to the mayor and bailiffs saying that 
whereas scholars imprisoned for slight offences 
ought to be imprisoned in a place apart from the 
prison of robbers, tbe bailiffs of Oxford having 
pulled down a building set apart for such scholars 
have refused to rebuild it or make another, and im- 
prison scholars with robbers, to the disgrace of the 
University. He commands that this is not to be. 
(Twyne 4, 68.) Two years later, nothing having 
been done, he sends a second writ saying that 
scholars and others of good condition who are im- 
prisoned for debts or small offences are not to be 
thrust into the common prison with robbers, mur- 
derers, and lelons, but are to be l[ept in some hon- 
est place (Twyne 4, 64). Shortly before this, in 1306» 
the King sent a writ to the mayor and bailiffs that 
whereas he had commanded them to have two pri- 
sons, one for men and one for women, he learns by 
the petition of the Chancellor of the ITniversily 
that nothing has been done; he therefore orders 
them to make two prisons at once (Twyne 4, 51). In 
1311 we read of 50b. spent on the repair of the pri- 
son lately made for women (Twyne 23, 134), and in 
13B6 there is mention of the Maiden Chamber, as it 
was called, while next year a small amount of 
money was spent on the building of the prison 
for women (Twyne 23, 237, and 244). It appears f lom 
a leaee of 1383 that this prison for women was the 
west tower outside the North Gate; in that year 
the City granted to Bichard Oidlington a lease of 
a vacant tower on the west side of the North Chite 
called the Maiden CSiamber. Subsequently it was 
let as a private house, and, as (Swynne's plan shows, 
lost some of its circular shape, if it ever had much. 
Probably it extended further west than in Gwynne'a 
plan; for Feshall, describing it as the house of Mr. 
Terry, says that it contained a room 40ft long by 
20ft. broad and 12ft. high; and it is said that in 
Wood's time it was a dancing school. It is obvious 
that no ordinary bastion would contain a room 40 
feet long. Traces of ancient building have been 
found in Mr. Qrubb's and Mr. Alden'e premises, 
a vaulted stone oellas in the lattter, and a oellax 



with a ruined stone staircase in the former, but in 
both cases west of the buildings given in (Jwynne's 
plan. 

In the length of Bocardo there was probably 
more than one gate. We hear of the portcullis in 
1314, when it was mended, and in 1326, when a 
piece of timber was bought for it ; we also hear of 
the house over the portcullis (Twyne 23, 238, and 
243), and of a gate fastened by a chain. 

In the rental of 1387, mentioned before, we read 
of a tower on the east side of North (3ate which 
was let by the Cil^ as a residence, and Agas repre- 
sents the gate with a tower on each side. 

Anthony Wood in one place implies that the 
North Gate was not the original Town prison, but 
he gives no evidence for his statement In 1238, 
when the tenement on the west side of Bocardo, 
now the back of Mr. Underhill's shop, was given 
to Cseney Abbey, it was described as "juxta car- 
oerem," next to the prison. From the year 1188, 
when the City became self-governing, there must 
have been a town prison, and no site for it is 
known except North (Sate. 

In digging the foundations for the new hotel at 
the corner of George Street something of interest 
was discovered. The walls of the hotel rest on the 
the gravel, which was found aU over the site at a 
depth of 18 to 21 feet, with black mud above it 
Two human sfeletons were found lying on the 
gravel, possibly the bones of those who, having 
committed suicide, were thrown into the ditch. 
That suicide was common in Oxford in the Middle 
Ages is proved by the Coroner's Inquests. On the 
east boundary next to the stzeet a wall was cut 
resting on the gravel ; it ran north and south, but 
was not met until twenty feet down, because it has 
a strong batter to the east; it is therefore unknown 
how much of this wall remains. No doubt it was 
the retaining wall for the causeway which led to 
North Gate. It explains, what it would otherwise 
be difficult to understand, how the ditch could be 
twenty feet deep yet so near the road. Probably 
there is a similar wall on the north side beneath 
George 8treet-or, as it was called in the Middle 
Ages, Irishman's Street-^or on this side also we 
have a moat 80 feet deep within 10 feet of a road ; 
this demands a wall. The hotel incloses on two 
sides the building which we have taken to be the 
prison for women, and gave us an opportunity to 
learn how far its walls descended. It was found 
that they were thick and ancient, but failed to 
reach the giavel by six feet, and rest on black mud, 
so that they have now been underpinned. It ia avi- 
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dent that this wall was built after the ditoh exist- 
ed, and it is doubtful wheth3r it oau be as old as 
the fourteenth century; for in the ezoavations 
three spurs were found which are known by their 
shape to be of about the years 1380, 1480, and 1680; 
they were at a depth of 9 feet^ 12 feet, and 16 feet 
respectively. From this we learn that at the end 
of the 14th century the ditch had less than 6 feet 
of mud in it. 

We can push these discoveries further by the 
work which was done when the Leopold Arms was 
pulled down between Mr. UnderhiU's on the south 
and Mr. Alden'e on the north. It was then found 
that the whole of Bocardo as given in Gwynne's 
plan, except the south-east portion, was built in the 
ditch and rested on black mud, while the north 
wall of Mr. UnderhiU's shop, descending 22 feet to 
the gravel, with the black mud against its northern 
face, was proved to be the original town wall. The 
first compartment of Bocardo at the south-east 
rested on the gravel, and its foundation beneath 
the front of the public-houee seemed like the base 
of a square tower, answering to the tower of 8t 
Michael's. This, then, would be the original gate; 
yet what lies north of It cannot be modem, for if 
Mr. Grubb's shop is on the site of the Maiden Cham- 
ber built about 1330, what lies south of it must have 
been taken in from the ditoh before that date. As 
the population of Oxford is known to have increas- 
ed rapidly between 1200 and 1250, it is likely that 
an enlargement of the prison would be necessary ; 
afterwards a prison was built for the University 
and another for women; and in every case the site 
was obtained by pushing the moat northward, so 
that the end of Irishman's Street became a narrow 
neck. After 1320 the population of Oxford began 
to dwindle, and before long the prison was too 
large. 

If this is the right reconstruction of the history 
of Bocardo, it will be seea that before 1226 St, 
Michael's tower was actually at the side of the 
gate and served as a defence. There is evidence 
that the land adjoining the tower on the north and 
south sides was not originally part of the church- 
yard, and in fact until recent years the town 
owned a house built on the south side. When the 
tower is figured to jut out beyond the churchyard, 
its military purpose is mora apparent. 

The water for the ditch at North Gate may have 
been obtained from springs at the east end of 
Broad Street. It is said that before the drainage 
of Oxford water was to be found there at a depth 
of 8 or 10 feet. As Korth Gate and the east end of 



Brood Street are of the same level, such a source 
would give a depth of 10 feet of water at North 
Gate. Unless the cellars beneath the shops of Mr. 
Alden and Mr. Grubb were below water level, 
which is not likely, the moat could not have had 
more than 12 feet of water at the most. 

East of North Gate we come to a bastion, former- 
ly used as a house, now a furniture store of 
Messrs. Baker. It is eometimes called the Martyrs' 
Bastion, but there is no reason to think that the 
martyrs were imprisoned in that or any other bas- 
tion. To the east of this is a bastion now used as 
the kitchen of No. 15, Ship Street. It is mentioned 
in 1423, when the Town Chamberlains paid for the 
repair of the "turrell opposite Lawrence Hall." 
Laurence Hall was on the south side of Ship 
Street, 30 or 40 yards from Turl Street. 

Passing eastward we come i-o Turl Gate. The 
only new point to bring forward here is that the 
name and the gate are both comparatively modern. 
The name Turl has not been found before the 
reign of Elizabeth, and that no gate existed in 
1451 is proved tfy a lease copied by Twyne ; by it 
the city in that year dimised to Hugh, glover, a 
garden and oottage beneath the town wall, hard 
by Laurence Hall, "opposite the lane leading to 
All Saints' Church" (Tw. 23, 184). This garden, 
therefore, occupied the space where the gate sub- 
sequently was. In many early charters Smith Gate 
is described as next to North Gate. Thus when St. 
Stephen's Hall was given to Bzeter College it is 
called a house opposite the town wall between the 
North Gate and Smith Gate, showing that Turl 
Gate did not exist; three centuries later the word- 
ing would have been between Turl Gate and Smith 
Gate. Various derivations have been given for the 
word Turl ; Hearne guessed that it stood for Torald 
Street, Torald being a citisen who died about 1230. 
Others have suggested that the word is Saxon ; but 
if the name is modern, neither of these derivations 
is possible. Wood says that it is the word twirl, 
and that there was a twirl or twisting gate revolv- 
ing on a post at this hole in the walL No doubt 
this is the true origin. For many years ''The Turl " 
meant, not the street, but the gate, and in a deed 
at Magdalen College as late as 1773 the street run- 
ning past Lincoln College is called, not The Turl, 
but the street leading from the Turl to the High 
Street. A plan in the University archives shows 
what its state was at that time— a narrow alley 
eight feet wide between shops. That Turl Gate 
cannot be ancient is impressed on us by the situa- 
tion of the town ditch. Until it was dry a postern 
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at this position would be of no use. At what date 
the ditch was dry we do not knorw; certainly not 
in the reign of Richard 11., who commanded that 
it should be scoured; and in 1410 the town re- 
ceived 28. from the rent of water at Smith Qate 
(Tw. 23, 242), showing that the ditch contained 
some water and Apparently some long-suffering fish. 

Bast of Turl Street we have two leasee of a gar- 
den described as opposite Exeter Ck>llege, lying be- 
tween the wall and the road called Somner's Lane ; 
one of them is worth notice for the words it uses. 
In 1406 the city leased this garden to John Morton 
for a term of years (Tw. 23, 400), but he was not to 
make ditches or caverns near the town w«ll. Thie 
implies that it was not unlikely that he would 
wish to do so, and we know from many instances 
that tenants would dig f6r gravel or sand unless 
their lease forbade it. Now, when the house of the 
Rector of Exeter was built some 30 years «go, just 
on this site, it was found that the soil had been 
moved, and in consequence Mr. Parker in his early 
History of Oxford has hazarded the suggestion that 
at this point there were two moats, • ^ne within «nd 
one without the wtalL A more likely buggestion is 
that the house stands on disused gravel-pits. 

We pass eastward again. Excavations made in 
1899 proved that the city wall, after lunning due 
east through Exeter College, turned towards the 
north-east at the bastion between the Bodleian and 
the Clarendon Building, snd its position is now 
marked by lines chiseled in the pavement. At the 
same time an tmcient wall was brought to light 
turning towards the south-east at the spot where 
the later wall turned to the north-east. It was 
built in an unusual manner with a course of stones 
set in what is called herring-bone fashion. On 
architectural grounds experts considered it archaic, 
and as the bastion was bonded into it, it is cer- 
tainly earlier than the reign of Benry III. It 
could not be traced more than a few yards, as it 
passed beneath the Bodleian, nor has it been found 
elsewhere; but many are inclined to think that we 
here have the original eaet wall o£ Oxford, dating 
between 900 and 1000, before the east suburb was 
taken in. 

The gate at the end of Cat Street was called 
Smith Qate from early times, certainly from the 
yettr 1200. At its east side is an octagonal house, once 
a chapel. In a rental of town property in 1376 we 
find Is. received " from the vicar of St. Peter's-in- 
the-East for occupying a tower at Smithgate to- 
gether with the image of St. Mary," and it is the 
same in later rentals. The vicar therefore was 



allowed to lease thie bastion for a chapel, and he 
would take the offerings that were made there. 
Some would identify it with the chapel of St Mary, 
which was constructed by St. Edmund of Abing- 
don. We read of this chapel in the testimonial 
sent by the University of Oxford when the canoni- 
sation of St. Edmund was under consideration. 
The letter asserts that when St Edmund was teach- 
ing at Oxford, probably about the year 1200, he 
built a chapel of St. Mary in the parish where he 
lived, where St Mary's mase might be said. This 
would naturally mean that he built a chapel in his 
parish church, and we know that chapels of St 
Mary existed in St. Martin's, St Michael's North, 
St. Mary Magdalen, end St Peter's-in-the-Bast by 
the middle of the 13th century. It is most unlikely 
that in the troublous day of John any private indi- 
vidual would have been allowed to occupy a tower 
which guarded one of the gates of the city. 

We now reach that part of the wall which is occu- 
pied by New College. Our lecords begin with 
Mar. 26, 1311, when the town, with the King's per- 
mission, granted to the Trinitarian Friars a per- 
petual lease of the strip of land within the walls 
** extending from the first postern next to the Smith- 
gate as far as the corner of the wall, and from the 
comer southward to the chapel of the Trinitarians 
over the east gate." The postern next to Smith- 
gate is described in <a deed of 1388 as ''opposite 
Black Hall." But Black Hall was next (o Hart 
Hall, and is now represented by a somewhat new 
portion of Hertford College opposite Mr. Parker's 
shop in New College Lane. Hell Passage, there- 
fore, marks the postern, and the land eastward 
from Hell Passage has belonged to New College 
from 1379. The deed of 1311 says that the strip 
along the north wall was 990 feet long by a perch 
and a half wide, and along the east well 429 feet 
by 19 feet. These measurements are nearly accu- 
rate: from Hell Passage to the north-east corner 
is about 1,040 feet, but the width, as can be seen at 
Hell Passage, was full two perches. Part of this 
strip was coveted by the University in early times ; 
for among the Parliamentary Petitions (printed of 
the O.H.S. in Collectanea, Vol. ilL p. HO) is a 
petition to the King from the Masters and Scholars 
of the University that he will grant them "a vacant 
plot within Smithgate in the parish of St Peter- 
in-the-Eaat, adjoining the wall," measuring 12 
perches long by two perches wide, for the building 
of new schools, the numbers of the University be- 
ing so great that more schools were required. As 
the dietance from Hell Passage to Smithgate is 
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less than 12 perches, the land must have been on 
the east side of the passage. The petition is as- 
signed by the Editor to the reign of Edward n. ; 
but the deed we have already quoted proves that 
the date must be before 1311; a probable date ia 
1303. 

In 1379 William of Wykeham acquired from the 
Town part of the road which ran within the wall 
extending, as the deed says, to ^ a postern in the 
eastern wall called Windsor's postern." It was so 
called because John de Windsor and Margery, his 
wife, rented from the Town a plot of land outside 
the east w«ll ("Oxford City Documents," p. 303; 
O.H.S.), which land was reached through this pos- 
tern. In 1368 the Bishop acquired a further stretch 
of this road, from Windsor's postern to **the an- 
cient postern next to East Gete," with permission 
to close Windsor's postern and "all the other pos- 
terns east from Black Hall." To this day there are 
at least three posterns to be traced in the wall in 
New College garden. 

From Smithgate to Eastgate the wall was double» 
a feature not found at any other point, as far as is 
known. An old map of the year 1660 preserved at 
Merton shows the double wall on the north side, 
but the real proof of its existence is supplied by 
documents. The Oxford Historical Society has print- 
ed a rental of 1387 {** Oxford City Documents," p. 
303), giving the tenants of the lands adjoining the 
walls. Among them is John de Windsor, whose 
tenement is iesoribed as near Crowell and "be- 
tween the walls of the Town," Crowell being a 
spring outside the K.B. corner of the Town; «m- 
otber tenant is John Shixbum, whose holding was 
from Smithgate to CroweU, being ''between the 
town walls." In 1336 (Twyne 23, 394> the City grant- 
ed to Joan, widow of William Levet, a lease of 
land on the north side of Eastgate, " between the 
two stone walls," to tlvi tower opposite Crowell 
(i.e., the corner bastion). We can even trace this 
double wall as early as 1311: for when the land 
within the wall was granted to the Trinitarians, 
** together with the easement of the walls and bas- 
tions," it was stipulated that the wall should not 
be injured and that the burgesses should have "in- 
gress and egress through two posterns to certain 
plots of land belonging to the city extending from 
Smith Gate to East Oate, which plots are between 
the two stone walls." Further, this deed is declar- 
ed to be only a renewal of an earlier lease ; we may 
therefore say that the two walls existed by the year 
1300^ and possibly long befbia. 



The knowledge that the wail was double solves 
some of our puzzles. When William of Wykeham 
was planning to build the chapel tower be obtain- 
ed leave to pull down the ** town wall " and rebuild 
it four feet to the north to obtain a site for his 
tower 40 feet square. Now the Slipe at this point 
is 36 feet wide and does not vary; itt then, the 
main wall was rebuilt four feet to the north its 
width would be 32 feet; but William of Wykeham 
meant the outer wall when he spoke of the "Town 
wall." Again, Anthony Wood says that in his time 
the Town wall over against Holywell was fallen 
down ; but he was not thinking of the main wall, 
which stands to this day and belongs to New Col- 
lege, but of the north wall, which belonged to the 
Town. Once more, a statement in the Town Be- 
cords has often been quoted that in 1583 search was 
made for the foundation of the Town Wall by 
Smithgate that it might be known whether Merton 
had encroached upon the property of the Town. 
From this it has been argued that the Town wall 
had disappeared near Smithgate, so that when Agas 
represents it in his map as standing he cannot be 
believed. But the wall in question was the outer 
wall on the Slipe, being the boundary between the 
Merton manor of Holywell and the property of the 
Town. The site in question would be the south 
wall of the Indian Institute ; the Institute is in the 
parish of Holywell; the shop next to it on the 
south is in the pariah of Si Peter-in-the-East and 
belongs to the Town. 

If Agas is not inaoeurate in this point he is in- 
accurate in another. There were five bastions be- 
tween Smithgate and the N.B. comer of the Town, 
one in Hell Passage, one on the site of the Tower, 
and three still to be seen in New College. These 
divide the wall into six equal portions. But Agas 
divides the wall into five equal portions, and find- 
ing that he has omitted the Tower, he tries to in- 
sert it, but places it on the wrong side of the wall. 
Whittlesey and Hollar reproduce this blunder, show- 
ing what little trust can be placed in these early 
maps. 

It may here be mentioned that in the summer of 
1910, when the garage was built at the corner of 
Longwall, a hole was sunk on the north face of the 
outer town wall to a depth of 13 feet, at which level 
the gravel was reached and running water. The 
wall, which was f oimd to be roughly built and 
about two feet thick, had black mud resting against 
its face, and its foundations were not reached. The 
moat was found to be not more than 14 feet deep 
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at toy spQt, uid tawMXd» ih« stre«i tlitM was no 
trace of it. 

Between the two eastern walls the oitisens had a 
fish pond; f<» Ui> 1388 the Town pfomiaeii to Wil- 
liam of "Wykeham that it would do away with the 
pigeons ** which axe in a dove^house in an outex 
wall between Smithgate and Eaetgate, and with the 
fishponds and pools beneath the tower at the cor- 
ner, on the east and south of it, between the two 
stone walls.* There was also a fishpond further 
south. In 1316 the Town bought 120 pickerells at 
6s. 6d. "to stock the pond of the Ck)mminalty at 
Eastgate," and paid 4s. 5d. for *'' Utile fish to feed 
the said fish." In 1319 the pond was dragged at a 
cost of 6d., and the fish were sold for 20s. In 1386, 
when the the King was staying with the Carmelites 
at Beaumont, the Oity sent him a gift of fish, and 
on the same occasion paid lid. to men to watch the 
fishpond at night; no doubt they feared the poach- 
ing of the King's undisciplined soldiers. 

W>e have seen that in early times the repairing of 
the wall was laid upon the "mural mansions," but 
towards the end of the reign of Edward III. a new 
method arose, and the Town began to grant leases 
of land within or without the wall on condition 
that the tenant repaired the waU adjoining his hold- 
ing. An instance may be given from the archives 
of New (College. In 1378 the City leases to Adam 
de la Ryver ** because of his laudable services in 
supervising the workmen who are repairing the 
wall" a piece of land to the north of Windsor's 
postern, on condition that he keeps in repair that 
piece of the town wall which adjoins his land. Ten 
years later the City followed this precedent on a 
larger scale, when it granted to William of Wyke- 
ham all the town wall that adjoined his land on 
condition that he kept it in repair 

We now reach Bast Gate. A plan of it, made in 
1771 and now preserved in the British Museum, 
ehows that it piojected after the manner of North 
Gate, and in fact almost reached Longwall. It was 



not Taulted, like North Gate, but was only a wall 
with a door in it Mr. Hurst states, though he gives 
no authority, that this gate was made in the reign 
of James I., and its appearance in old prints cor- 
responds with this date. Of the earlier gate we 
know very little, but the drawing in Agas, which is 
dearer in the originsl than in the modem reproduc- 
tion, shows a square gateway without bastions. 
There can be no doubt that this earlier gateway 
was vaulted, and that the chapel oi Holy Trinity 
was above it. In the ordnance survey the chapel 
is wrongly placed on the north side of the gate, 
perhaps because in some old deeds it is described 
ae ''ultra" the Bast Gate; but "ultra" in medi- 
seval Latin often means above and in the cartulary 
of St. Frideswide it is always described as "supra ** 
the Blast Gate. It was given to St Frideswide's by 
Henry I. in 1121, and two centuries later the canons 
gave it to the Trinitarian Friars, who were estab- 
lished outside the Bast Gate ; probably it was acquir- 
ed by the Town when the monasteries were dis- 
solved. This history of the chapel carries the Bast 
Gate back to the time of Henry I. at the least. At 
Smith Gate and South Gate the City owned towers 
or bastions ; at North Gate and Little Gate it also 
owned the building over the gate; but at Bast Gate 
it seeme to have owned nothing but a small shop. 
It is not proposed to deal with the south wall in 
this paper. We have but little documentary evid- 
ence about it, but it would be possible to prdv«tbat 
from Bast Gate round to the Castle there was no 
moat ; also that from the south end of King Street 
there was no road running within the walls cor- 
responding to the road on the north side ; also that 
from the south-east corner of the wall to the Castle 
there was no strip of waste land within the wall. 
These facts suggest that the strengthening (^ the 
wall which was effected on the north side in the 
reign of Henry III. was not carried beyond the 
S.'E. corner, and that on the south eide the old 
wall, though it was repaired from time U> time^ was 
never thickened. 
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Brown, William 39, 41 

Browne, William, of Si. Peter-le-Bailey 10 

Browns, Stephen 39 

Brugewauter, Bichard de 59 

Brugge, John atte 41 

Brumman, Bobert, of Walton 18 

Bruns, Richard 42 

Brutes, Nicholas, of St Aldate's 12, 15 

Brutte, William 26 

Bruys, Geoffrey 43 

Bryan, Bobert 27 

Bucher, Francissus le 29, 30 

Bucke, John 41, 42 (bU) 

Buckingham, Hen. de 9 

Buckingham, John de 58 

Buffaro, John, of St Mary Magdalene 19 

Bufford, William de 10 

Bugworth, Thomas 34 

Bulburne, John de, of St Mary's 9 

BuUingdon Hundred «^ 5 

Bullock's Lane 79 

Bulmunt John 37 

Bunsey, John de 37 

Bunseye, Walter 28 

Bunsyngton, Hen. de 41 

Buroester (see Burncestre) 

Bureford, John 28, 32 (Mi), 39 

Buzel, John 8 

Burenoeeter (see Bumoestie) 

Burford 42 

Buigeys, Henry 33, 34 

Burghe, Richard 41, 43 

Burgynffham, John de 32 

Burlond, Agnes 45 

Burlond, William 45 

Burncestre. Rio. de, of St Mildrid's 9, 22 

Burncestre, Walter de, of St Martin's ... 12, 14 {bit), 17 

Burncestre, William de 10, 12, 14 

BumeL mag. William 4, 20 

Bumel's Inn 4, 21 

Burton, Hugh de 13 

Burton, John 54 

Burton^ Gilbert 50 

Bury, John de 29, 30, 31, 41 

Buttery, the King's 69 

Byberye, John 45 

Byfora, John de 23 

Bygge, Richard 45 

Bysshop, Bartholomew 54 

Byterle. Nicholas de 21 

Cabbulle, Robert 47 

Oacheknyte« Joce 36 

Cambridge 38 

Camney, John 74 

gamp4«n, John de, of St Mary's 13 
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Gampden, John de, of St Petear-in-the-Bast .'.... 6 

Gampedene, John 24 

Omtebrigia. Ric. de 13 

Oappe, William 46 

Cappere, Gilbert de 53 

Oapper, James 74 

Capper, John 44 

Cappers, Gild of 74-76 

Caraway Thomas 44 

Cardiff, Thomas ^ 51 

Carleolo, Benedict de 23 

Carmelite Friars 43 

Carmelite, Friars, prior of 54 

Carpenter, John le, of Walton 18 

Carpenter, Nicholas 44 

Carpenter, Roger 24, 60 

Carpenter. William le 25 

Oarru, John 40 

Carter, Hoggemon 42 

CartrelThomas 47 

Gary, Hugh 12 

Gary, Richard 74 

Castell Hall 22, 23 (ftu) 

Castle, Oxford 19 

Cassington 49 

Cat Street 10, 36 {bu\ 50, 51 (htB) 

Catour, Thomas 48 

Oaumi>edene, John de 26, 35 

Caumpedene, Sjrmon de 39 

Caunterbury, Rob. dew of St Mich. S 12 

Caversfeld. John de, of St Martin's 14 

Cestre, Rob. de, of St Martin's 10 

Ceterynton, Ralf de 25 

Cha, Geoffrey le 53 

Cha, Thomas 41 

Chacombe 45 

Chafford, William, of Binsey 19 

Chambre, Richard atte 29 

Chamle, John de, of St Sbbe's 10 

Chamxe. Thomas le, of All Saints 13 

CbanceuoT of the University 10 

Chancellor, apparreter of 48 

Chancellor, Oommissaxy of 4 

Chiapman, John le 35 

Chapman, John le, of Binsey 18, 19 

Chapman, William le, of St Oiles 18 

Charchedon, Simon de 21 

Charewelle 43, 46 

Charwelle, at Grandpont 50 

Chaunber, Magota de la 50 

(Thaumbre, John atte 30 

Chaumbre, Robert atte 25, 31. 32, 35 39 (Jbii) 

Chaumbre, Robert de la ^ 2d, 26, 31 

Chaumbre, WiU. atte 31. 35, 39 

Chaumburleyne, Hugh 44 

Chauntrell, William 15 

CJheker Hall 55 

Chelmarke, Thomas 42, 43 

Chepman, Ric. le 53 

Cherlton, Richard de 24 

Chester 31 

Chestertone, John de 37 

Chichely, Richard 33 

Chicheley, Thomas 23. 38 

Chilbam, William de, of Shydyerd Street 26 

Chilmark (see C^elmark) j 

Chimney Hall, in St John's parish 11 

Chippenham, William de, of St Pet-le-B. ... 14. 17 

Chippenham, Will, de, of St. Martin's 10 

Chiselhampton, William 42 (bit) 

ChurchuUe (Churchill) 29 

Chymber, John le 28 

Cirurgicus, mag. Bog 10 

Cistewes, John » 32, 35 
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Clan6fleld2_Bob. de 23, 28. 32, 35. 38 

ClarisBe. WiUiam ....Z., 41 

Clayli, John 38 

Claymund, Dr 62 

Clere, John 48 

Gierke, John 88 

Clerk, Nicholas le 24 

Clerke, Richard 43, 44 

Clerk. Thomas 44 (&•#) 

Cleydon, Richard 48 

Cleyore 25 

Cliffe, John de 10 

Clifford, John de. of All Saints 17 

Clopham, John de 26 

Cloudesdale, Will, de 24, 37. 38, 38, 40 

Clyfton, Will, de !.. 41 

Clyve, John 24, 28, 29, 30, 36, 39 

Clyve, Robert 24, 40 

Clyvele, Robert de 53 

Cobb, Walter 28 

Cobbus, Nichols 45 

Coc, John le 27 

Coc. Richard le (see Coke) 29 

Cocofim, Stephen 41 

Cockesgrave, John 23, 28, 29 

Cocus, Richard, of St. Mary's 51 

Cocus. Thomas 21 

Codeshale, William, of St Martin's 43, 54 

Coffyn, William ..,: 27 

Cogges, William de, of St. Mary Magdalene ... 19 

Coke, John j 61 

Coke, Richard le (see Coc) 26 

Cokerewe 48 

Cokke, William 44 

Cokkeswell, Ralf de, of St. Edward's 15 

Cokyllesbnry, John 46 

Colbes, Nicholas, of Binsey 18 

Colesbourne, John de, of St. Mich. N 9. 21 

Colesbourne, William de, of St. Mich. N 17 

Coleshale, William de 18 

Coleshulle, John de 52 

Colin, Simon, of Wolvercote 18 

Collar, John, capper 74 

CoUes, John 23 

Colne, Henry de 24, 31 

Comtone, Richard 26 

Constable of the peaoe 15 22 

Constable of the town 53,' 64 

Conway, John 47 

Cook, Adam le 32, 40, 41 

Cook, John le .* 35 

Cook, Richard le ^ 38, 38 

Cook, Wm. le ' 36 

Cookesgrave, John de 21 

Copyn, John 34 

Cordewaner, John le 29 

Coriour, Alan le 34 

Corior. Nicholas le 32 

Coriour, Robert 37 

Cork, Moricins de 12 

Cormeraunt, John 28, 32, 34, 36, 38 

Corner, John de la 20 

Corner, Richard atte. of St. Mary Mag 18 

Corner, Roger de la, of St. Miary's IB, 51 

Cornubia. Stephen de 33, 36 

Cornewaille, Richard de 53 

Cornewaille, Robert de 53 

Cornubia, Bartholomew de 31 

Cornubia, John de, glover 38 

Cornubia, John de 36 

Cornubia, Nic, de, of St. Ebbe's 10, 13 

Cornubia, Rio. de 38, 38 

Cornwall 41 



Taos. 

Coroners (see Adynton, Richard de; Burton, 
Gilbert: Dagvile, William; ^nieshame, 
Richard de; Qrandpund, Thomas de: Hou- 
kyn, Thomas; Lisewys, Thomas; Oseney, 
John de; Saundresdone, Nicholas: Shaw, 
John; Spalding, Adam de; Wellyngton, 
Peter; whatele, William de; Wytewang, 
William de • Wyth, John : Yve, Reginald). 

Coroner of the King's household 15, 25, 28 

Corsser, Hamond le 48 

Cosinton, Ric. de, of St. Mich. N 8, 16 

Coeyn, John 23, 24 

CotUsford, John de, of St. Mich. N 14 

Couele, Ralf de, of Holywell 18 

0>uele, Thomas de 36 

Coushwhel, John 54 

Couk, Richard le 25 

Coumede 11, 58 

Coupere, Henry 35, 37 

Ck)uper, Hugh le, of St. Peter-le-Bailey 10 

Coupere, John le 53 

Couper, Rob. le, of St. MUdrid's 8 

Couper, Thomas 46 

Ck)upere, William le 27 

Coureur, Peter le 16 

Courter, John le 41 

Coventre. John de 36, 38 (6m), 40 

Coventre^ Simon 56 

Coventre, William de, of St. Giles 20 

(3oventre, WilL de, of Holywell 51 

Coventry , 43 

Cowell, Thomas ^ 43 

Cowley, Thomas 43 

Cowper, Thomas 47 

Crabbe, Nicholas, of St. Thomas 18 

Cranburne, Roger 45 

Crekelade, WiU. de, of St. Aldate's 14 

Cressale, William 41, 42 (5iff). 43 (6u) 

Cressinghani. Nicholas de 20 

Oiokelade, Matilda de 4 

Crislemaker, Thomas le 28 

Ctoo. John 28, 29, 3^, 34, 38 

Croke, Mr. Unton 84 

Cromphorn. Richard 26 

Crooc, Chrook (see Ctoo) 

Croulton, Nicholas de 24 

Crowell 83 

Crumphorn, Richard 34 

Crun, William 64 

Cubbel, JohUjOf Wolvercote 18 

Cudelinton, Walter de 23 

Cudyntone, John de 37 

Chilbell, John, of 8U Peter-le-Bailey 14 

Culme, Henry (see Colne) 28 

Culverd, John 52 

Culverd, Walter, of St Peter-in-the-Bast 12, 13 

Culvyntone, John de 28 

Cumnour, Robert 47 

Cumpton.Ric. de 35 

Curieur, Peter le, of St. Mich. N 14, 18 

Curiour, Nio. le 34 

Curreour, Symon le 21. 23 

Curreour, waiter le, of St Bbbe's 10 

Curteys, John 48. 54 

Cutiler, Robt le 38 

Curtlyngton, Uiomas de 36 

Cytoler, Nic. le 58 

I)adyntone. John de 36 

Dagyile, Thomas 61 

Dagville, William 50 

Damales John 88 

Damalis, John 45 

Damory, Richard 40 

Baper, Richard 40 
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Dauber, John ^ 43 

Daundeseghe^ William 23 

Davie, John 7 

Davy, John 48 

Deghere« Beginald le 26 

Iteghore, Walter le 25, 30, 38, 39 

Deghere, WiU. le 28 (6m) 

Denchesworth Bow 61, 63 

Denchesworih, John de 33, 35 

Dene, Philip, de 52 

Dene, Thomas 47 

Dene, Will, de ^ 38 

Dennys, John 60 

Denton, John de 14, 53, 55 

Derby, Bobert de 18 

Dereaon, John 49 

Deverel, John 35 

Deye, John 37 

Deye, Matilda 54 

Deye, Bobert 42 

Dicoun, Roger 26 

Dioh, John atte 20, 35 

Dich, John 33, 53 

Dick, John 37, 40 41 {bis) 

Dler, John 45 

Diaher, John le 25, 30 

DoolynUm, John de, by Bast Gate 51 

Dodder, Walter le 30 

Dodewell, Henry 80 

DogmeresfelcL ma, de 52 

Dokolynton, John de 20 

Dominican Friars 14 

Donytone, John de 28 

Doorkeeper 4 

Dorr^ John 8 

Dounham, Gilbert de 15 

Dover 5, 12 

Draper, Henry 47 

Draper, Richard 27 

Drapery Hall 31 

DredTwiUiam 43 

Driffield, Peter do 53 

Drofi, John 31, 38. 41 

Droesi, John 25 

DryehuUe, Robert de 51 

DryehuUe, Thurstan de 51 

DryhuU, Nicholas de 21, 53 

Dumyng, Bdohard de 33 

Dunne, John 64 

Dutton, Robert 53 

Dyegher. Will, le (see also Deghere) 23, 24 

Dyer, Walter le 20 

Dyer, William 21, 44, 45, 47 

Dynnell, Roger 45 

Dysson. John ^i 54 

Dyye, John 54 

Bast Bridge 54, 59 

Bast Gate 3, 4, 83 

Bast Wyke <. 81 

iBdmund, Th<Hnas, of Thame 38 

Bdrop, Henry de, of All Saints 17 

Bdward I -. 88 

Bdward II 83 

Bdward III 58, 77 

Bdward IV., Coronation of 89 

Bggeslade, John do 22 

Bgiove, John 53 

Eli, Peter de 35 

Ellesfeld, John de 36, 40 

Bllismere, Lord 68 

Blmendene. Thomas de 33, 37, 41 

Elsefelde, John do 53 

Elsefeld, Roger de 21 

Eiys, David 41 
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Elysfeld, John de 24 

Bmvntone, Nic. de, of St. Bbbe's 14 

Bnderby, Kic, do U 

Erdinton, Alice de 12 

Brdington, John de 8 

Brkelawe, Baoilia de 8 

Erkelawe, Edward de •• 8 

Erneys, Nicholas 29 

Erym, William, of St. Mary Mag 20 

Essex, Adam de 13 

Estham near Oxford 14 

Bston, Henry de 21 

Eure, John de 5 

Eure, Walter de 6 

Everard, Roger j 54 

Evesham, Qeof. de 41 

Ew, John de 22, 52 

Ewe, Peter de 22 

Excestre, Richard 38 

Eynesham, Adam de, of St Bbbe's ^ 14 

E^nesham, John de 25, 29 

Egrnesham, John de, sadler 28, 31, 38, 40 

Eynesham, Richard de 20, 23-41 

E^mesham, Simon de 53 

Eynesham, Walter de, of St. Peter-le-B 14 

Eynesham. WUliam de, of St. Martin's 14 

Paber Andrew 21 

Faber, Geof., of St. Aldate's 10 

Faber, Godfrey U 

Faber, John U 

Faber, Thomas, of All Saints 8 

Paoheiel, John 41, 42, 43 (W#> 

Fake, Thomas 48 

Palle. John de 24, 25, 26, 39, 74 

Faiedon, Walter de 21 

Farle, Adam de 22 

Fayregh, William 24 

Felawe, Roger 31 

Felawe, William, of St. Mich. N 

25, 28, 29, 31 {bu), 33, 37 {his), 40, 41 

Fell, Richard 71 

Felton, Roger 44 

Fencote, Simon de, of St. Pet-in-E. 11, 12, 13 

Fencote. William de 9, 28 

Fenne, Adam de la 52 

Fenton, Thomas de 19 

Ferendone. John de, of S. Pet.-in-E 6 

Feryngford (= Fringford) 30 

Feuer, Henry le, of St. Mich. N 17 

Fenxe, Simon le 9 

Feynel, John 21 

Fimme, John, of Wolveroote 19 

Fish-stalls 21 

Fisher, Robert le 33, 34, 49 

Flaxeby, Thomas de 34 

Fleocher, Henry le 8 

Fleochere, John le 53 

Flechere, Peter le 23, 24, 33, 36 

Flecher, Roger le 52 

Floohchere, waiter le 40, 41 

Flechchere. Will, le 39 

Flex . . ., Mathew le 35 

Flexman, Robert ^ 31 

Flommer, Robert 44 

Flyngannt, Brnald 22 

Pong\ John ; 43 

Forester, John le .'. 80 

Forestere, John 54 

Forster, John 48 

Forthwyn, William 26 

Fothot, John 38 

Fourbour, Gilbert ^ 22 

Fourbonr, John le 25, 37 

Fourbiour, James le 34 



VI. 
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Four1»»iir, Eiohard le 25, 34 

Foiirbour, William 54 

Foxle, Gilbcirt de 18 

Franceys, Edmund 48 

Fraunceys, John, of St. Martin'a 17 

Fro, Reginald' lo, of Walton 18 

Fre, Bobert le 33 

Freman« John, of Wolvercote 19 

Frenche, William 43 

Frensshe, William 55 

Frenah, John 50 

Fretewelle, John do 35 

Friar Baoon'a Study .' 58 

Friars. Austin 5, 66 

Friars. Carmelites 43, 54, 84 

Friars Minors 27, 30, 40 

Friars de Penitentia 19 

Friars Preachers 14, 37 

Friars, Trinitarian 82, 84 

Frisewith Mede 51 

Fritewelle, John de 28 

Frodeeham, Bobert de 37 

Frome, Bobert 55 

Frome, WiUiam 35 

Frveis, Henry 43 

Fuller, Geoffrey 43, 4* 

Fuller, Bio. le 41, 47 

Fuller, Boger 45 

Fulke, Bichard 41, 42, 43, 46 

Fulke^ Thomas 43 

Funke^ John 37 

Furbor, GUbert le 52 

Fuxbur, Bobert le, of All Saints 17 

Furneese, William 60 

Fumeys, John, capper 74 

Fyfede, WiUiam 49 

Pynstok, Walter de 24 

^Bshere, John le 26 

Sysshere, Bobert le .■ 28 

GamelynT William 36 

Gaoler, Henry the 16 

Gardiner, Alai da 39 

Gardyner, Alexander 24 

Gareford, Matildi de 31 

Gareford, William 28 

Garford 26 

Garstone, Bichard de 53, 55 

Garsyndone, John 54 

Garsyngton, Walter de 21 

Gatele, Jooeus de 16 

Gaunt, Bobert 33 

Gaunter, Bndo le, of All Saints 13 

Gaunter, Hen. le, of St. Mich. 8 12 

Gaunter, PhiL le, of All Saints 6, 9 

Gay, Andrew le 37 

Gay. GUbert le 37 

Gay, Thomas le 37 

Geddyng, Henry de 24, 28 

GemeUe, William 46 

George, John 53 

Qerlaund, Nicholas 29, 33, 36 

Gerlondere, Simon le 7 

Gersyndon^John 54 

Gherman, WiUiam 44 

Gibald Street 61 

GUd Hall, Lower 64 

Gild HalL Upper ...« 65 

GiUiam, WUflam 38 

Gille, Bichard, of Carlisle 48 

Gille, WiUiam 51 

GUot, WUliam 28 

Glasen Hall, in St. Edward's 36, 39 

Glasier, Thos. le, of St. Bfary'e 6 

Qlaskow, John de , 4 
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Gletton, Nicholas de 21, 25, 29 <ftu), 36 (hU) 

Glorie, WiUiam de 15 

Gloucester College 14 

Gloucestre, Bichard de 23 

Gloucestre, Will, de 41 

Gloveneye, Peter 16 

Gnawyth, John 41 

Gobyon, Henry, of St. Pet-in-£. 6 

Godandfayr, Bichard 33 

Godefrey, John, of Binsey 19 

Godesdiket, William 16 

Godestre, Thomas 23, 24, SB 

Godestowe, William de 16 

Godewyneston, Nigel de, of St. Martin's 17 

Godfrey. John -. ID 

Godstow 20 

Godstow, Abbess of 32, 43, 45 

Grodstow, Constable of the Abbess of 46 

Godstow, Manor of, in Walton 42 

Godstow MiU 26 

Goer, John 35 

Gold, John 54 

Golde^ Adam 5 

Golde, Margery 5 

Golde, Walter, of St Mary Mag 19, 20 

Goldsmyth. Edward le 39 

Golyas Hall 32 

Gonewardeby, Thomas de 25, 35, 39 

Goolde, John 55 

Goffe, John 64 

Gorynge Bichard de 28, 33, 34, 38 

Goseford, Henry de 33 

Goeeford^iUiam de, of St. Mich. N 16, 19 

Grafton, Walter de» of St Mich. N 9 

Grandpont 21 

Grandpund, Nicholas de 21 

Grandpund. Thomas de 20, 21 

Grasiere, Balf le 28, 32 

Grasier, Bic. le, of St Mich. N 9, 16, 17 

Grasier, Bic. le, of 8t Mary's 6 

Grasier, Bob. le, of St Ms^'s 13 

Graunceden. Adam de, of HolyweU 19 

Graunt Bobert 27 

Gray, John 45 

Great School in Jewry 53 

Great School in Cat St 10 

Grendon, Bobert de 21 

Grenstede, GUbert de 52 (bU) 

Grettone. John 41, *b 

Gretworth, Will, de 23 

Grey Edmund 41, 43 

Greybert, John, of Wolvercoto 19 

Grimsby, Bichard 74 

GriseU, John 65 

Gritteworthe, eee Gruteworthe 

Groom, John, weaver 55 (&w) 

Groom, John, bocher 65 

Groom, WiUiam 56 

Grope Lane 23 48 

Gros, Bic. le. of AU Saints * 6 

Grove, John de 21 

Gruteworth, William de ... 26, 27 (6u), 28, 31, 34. 41 

Grym, Bichard 46 

Grymele, Bob. de 40 

Grymusby. John 49 

Guaring, Bic. de, of St Aldate's 14 

Gulgath, WiUiam 21 

Gum. Walter 55 

Gunaerhumber, John 47 

Gwyneie, John 54 

Gybbes, John 53 

Gyles, WUliam 45 

Haohchc; Thomas attei 26 

Hafter, John le , , ,., ,., 33 ^ 
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Hafter, Kobert le 29, 33 

Hales, £dward de 7 

Hal«8, John de j 26, 35 

Halton, Thomas *5 

Bjalughton, Boger de, of &L Thomas 13 

Hamele. Axlam de la 46, 47 

Hamond, Nicholas 25 

Hamound, John 33 

Hampton, Caterine de 34 

Hampton, Gilbert de 37 

Hampton, Henry de 15, 51 

Hampton, John de 34, 36. 52 

Hampton, Ralf de. of St. Mich. N 13. 17 

Hampton, Bichard de 22, 23, 24, 31 

Hampton, William, chandler 54 

Hampton Hall in St. MUdred's 25, 48 

Hams]jai)e, John de 10 

Hanneburgh, Peter de, of St. Mary Mag 19 

Hanneburgh. William de, of Holywell 19 

Hanneye, Walter de 22 

Hanynton, John de 16 

Harald, John 27 

Haraston, John 30 

Harburgh, William 64 

Hardsonne, John 74 

Hare Hall in Kibald Street 51 

Harlestone, Nic. de 38 

Herley, Qeoffrey 55 

Haxpour, John le 59 

Harper, William 45 {bis) 

Harris, Thomas, alderman and mayor 65, 66 

Harrye, Thomae 44 

Hasard, Ralf 46 

Hasele, Thomas de .• 24, 51 

Hasscheby, Nicholas de 20 

Haubel, John 44 

Hauvile, Philip de 29, 31 

Hauvyle. Ric. de 40 

HaiL see Axe 47 

Hayle, Bichard le 14 

Hayle, Walter de, of S. Pet.-in-B 12 

Hayns, John 43, 46 

Hedenham, John de 22 

Hedeworthe, Hugh 54 

Hedesoombe, John de 27 

Hedindone, Walter de 5 

Hedlem, Bichard de 20 

Hedyndone, John de 36, 39 

Hedvndone, Thomas de 36, 38 

Heliboth, Beginald 48 

Heliot, John 46 

Henczseye, William de 51 

Henney, Walter de 21 

Henry 1 84 

Henry III 76 

Henry IV 59 

Henzey, Agnes de 7 

Henxey, Qeof. de. of St. Aldate's 12. 14 

Henzey, Hugh de 34 

Henzeye, John de 34 

Henzseye, Boger de 54 

Henzey, Thomas de 12, 31, 33, 51 

Henzey, William 46, 47 

Herdeiler, Henry 49 

Herbardes, Margery 28 

Herber, Bio. le 52 

Herdwyk 40 

Herdwyk, Philip de 40 

Herdvnton^^BaTf de 23 

Herebaid, WUliam 26, 28, 31. 45 

Hereford, Emmci de 8 

Hereford, Margery de 8 

Hereford, Walter de^ of St. Sbbe's 14 

Heieward, John 27 
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Herleseye, John de 19 

Hernesborghe, John de 34 

Hert Hall 36, 82 

Heselbech. Bobert de 23 

Hethe, Bobert 55 

Hetheward. Geof. le 53 

Hethrop, Itic. de, of St. Mary's 6, 13 

Hewey, Bobert 43 

Hezelon, Alan, of St. Mildrid'e 9 

Heyford, Bobert de, of St. Miary Maff 19, 52 

Heywaxd, Beginald le, of St. M&ry Mag 20 

Heyward, John le, of St. Mary Mag 20 

Heywode, WilL de 28, 30, 31 

Heyworth, William de 7 

Hibernia. Bobert de 33 

Hickes, John 54 

Hikeneye, John 15 

Hith Bridge 14 

Hithe in the Thames 13 

Hithe, John de la 14 

Hochiam, Bobert 48 

Hod, William 53 

Hogeston, Bobert de 24, 26 (Mi) 

Hokyn, see Houkyn. 

Holond, John 40 

Holt, John 46 

Holywell Field 43 

Holywell, Beginald de 7 

Hondescombe, Walter 42 

Honiton, Bob. de 9 

Honynton. J^hn de, of St. Mich. N. 17 

Hopper, Bic. le 23, 24, 28, 33 

Horcnard, John 44, 47 

Hore, John le, barber, of St. Mich. N 17 

Hore, Thomas le. of St. Mary Mag. 20 

Hormusby, Walter 47 

Hornicote. Walter de 41 

Horsepath, Thomas de ... 26, 27, 28, 29 (ftw), 33, 34, 41 

Horspath, John de 36 

Hoseoonde. Thomas 54 

Hosier, Bob. le, of S. Bbbe's 10 

Hospital of St. John at Eiast Oate 

7, 12, 25. 39, 40, 49. 50 

Hostile!, John 30, 33 

Hostillex, Philip le 53 

Hoeyer, Walter le 40 

Houdeby, Hugo de 32 

Houkyn, Thomas 4147 

Houwes^Alioe .' 65 

Howel, William, of St. Mich. N 19 

Howton. Adam de 23 

Hoywode, see Heywode. 

Hulkyn, Hugo 48 

Hulle, John 28, 33, 55 

HuUyngton, John de 36 

HunchetJokn 43 

Hunte, Thomas 42, 43, 55 

Huxle, John 45 

Hurste. Bobert atte 37 

Huske, Nicholas 50 

Huwes, John 26 

lohyntone, John de 40 

Iffley (see also Yftele) 6, 12 

Insula, Bobert de 16 

Iriche, Henry 46 

Irischemanespylle 46 

Irish, Thomae le 23, 38 

Irish, William ] 32, 35, 39 

Irishman. Street 29, 32, 80, 81 

Irland, John de 38 

Irmongere, Bobert le 38 

Irmongere, Will, le 37 

Irymonger, Thomas le 22 <Mt) 

Iryshman, William 
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Islep, John de 63 

Iiiel, Robert 15 

J«iikyn, Robert 46 

Janys, RichArd 46 {hU) 

Jarme, John de 52 

Jenkyn. Nicholas 74 

Jewiy (Bee also Jurelane) 53 

Jolyf, John 32 

Jones, William, of Binsey 18 

Jurelane 49 

Juzon, Dr 61 

Kam, DAvid 54 

Keohe. John 37, 38 

Keley, William 58 

Kelmesham. Nio. de 36 

Eendy, PhiUp de 11 

Eenington, Bernard de 58 

Kenvntone, John de 32 

Kepnarm, Henry 40 {bis) 

Kerseye, Ralf de, of St. Mich. S 12 

Kerver, John 43 

Ker^aoe, John 55 

Eetmg, Thomas de 11 

Keu, Walter le, of St. Mary's 6 

Kibald St. 13 

Kin^r, Robert, of Holywell 19 

Kinge, Bishop 65^ 66 

Eingeseye, John 45 

Kinffht, Richard 47 

Knolles Lord 66 

Krane, David 54 

Kyllum. William de 23 

Kyng, Adam 25 

Kyng, Robert 45 

Kynge, John 45 

Kyngeston, John de 33 

Kyrham, William 39 

Laoer, Roffer le. of All Sainte 6 

Lachefor<( Richard de 24, 26, 27 (bit) 

lAdie, boxe, the 71 

Lally, John 53, 64 

Lambherde, Thomas 27 

Lamberdesland 60 

Lambonrn, Henry de, of St Thomas 13 

Langeleghe, Richard de 26 

Langford, John 43, 44 

Langford, Geof. de, of St Aldate's ... 10, 12, 14, 15, 51 

Lanmshe, John de, of St Mich- 8 33 

Lardiner, Richard le 15 

Laiige, John le, jun 63 

Latoner, Ingnam le 34 

Latoner, John le 28, 36 <«t>,41 

Latoner, Thomas le "28, 34 36 

Latoner; WUl. le ._.. 34 

Lavendrye, John de la, of St Jfibbe's 14 

Laurenoe, John 3 

Laurence Hall 81 

Leoeeombe» John de 26 

Leche, John de U 

Leohe. Walter le 28, 36 

Iiedeoombe, John de 24 

Ledecombe, Robert de 53 

Ledeneporohe Hall 54 

Ledhale, Wm. de 26, 30, 31, 36 

Leech, Thomas 74 

Legffe, John 47 

Leghe Hugh de 26 

Legn, John de 24 

Lei^e, Richard de 26 

Lech, Thomas de, baker 23. 24 

Leigh, Thomas 69 

Lenna, Henry de 62 

Lentefae^ John , 6 



Paos. 

Leper, John 68 

Lerde, Richard, of Cornwall S3 

Leverton, Bricius de, of Holywell 19, 51 

Leveson, Roger, of St MartinV 14 

Lewelyn, Philip 15 

Leycestie, Thomas de, of St Mary's 61 

Leycestre, WilL de 40 

Lichefeld, Agnes de 13 

Lichfeld, Hen. de, of All Saints 13 

Lichefeld, Robert de 37, 38 

Lincoln, ttobert de 38 

Lindraper, Adam le, of St Martin's 14 {hi§) 

Lindraper. Richard le^oook 17 

Linit, Richard de, of Holywell 19 

Lion Hall 46 

LitUe Bailey 10 

LitUe Bridge 50 

Little Qate 68, 62 

Lloyd, Dr 60 

Lok, John 37 

Lokier, Thomas 45 

Lokiere, John le 37 

TvAp^ le 61 

Loksmyth, Thos. le, of All Saints 13 

Lokyere, William 43 

Lokyug, Jdtin 27 

Lokynton, John de 31 

Lompe, John 37 

Lond', Walter, of St Pet4e*B. (see Lund) 

London, John de, taverner, of St Martin's 17 

London, Will de 28, 33, 34, 38, 41 

London, Will, de, sadler 31 

London. John 55 

London, Cokkeslane in 55 

Longcombe 47 

Longe Adam le 25 

Longe, Henry le 40 

Lormer, Thos. le, of All Saints 9 

Lotlevyn, Elena 54 

Louche, Henry 53 

Loundesdale, Roger de 31 

LoYckyn, John 45 

Lowe, John 69 

Lowys, Morice 54 

Lucae, John 42 

Lude^ John 56 

Luffenam, John de 32 (&»•) 

Luffewyk, John 35 

Lughteborughei^Thomas de 27, 32 

Lughteborgh, Will, de 38 

Lumbard's land 61 

Lumenur. John le 52 

Lund'. Walter, of St Pet-le-B. 14, 17 

Lundon, Edmund de 14 

Lungad, John de 22 

Lungespey. William de, of St Mary Mag 19 

Luyton, Alice de 34 

Luyton. John de 34 

Lycheszeld, Henry de ^ 52 

Lyohefeld, John de 34, 36 

Lyford 48 

Lynoolne^enzy de, of St Mary's 61 

Lynooln, waiter 47 

Lyndesey, Robert de 23, 29, 34, 36, 39 

Lyndeaeve, Walter de 39 

Lyndrich, Symon 63 

Lynet, Thomas 21 

Lynford, Haimo de 21 

Lynord (see Lyroid) 

LysewTBLThomas 8—12 

LyyordT Thomas de 38 

lorrorde^ Roger de 40 

Maoewdl 20 

Maokea^e, Biapbeo de 



i± 



Paob. 

Maddak, Jchn Q 

Maffoa Scola 10 

Maldezi Chamber 80 

MakkeiMsre 46 

Halozu Henzy 47 

Malteby, Ric. d» 9 

Mialton, John 60 

Maayer, John le. of Si. Mioh. N 14 

Malyn, John, aomteie 44 

Manciple, Philip 37 

Maneield, Robert de 40 

Manf^ (see Mauley) 

Manneby, Geof. de, of All Saints IS 

March, William de la 16 

Marchal, Henry le, of St Mioh. N 17 

Marchal, Geof. le, of St. Aldate's 14,15 

Marchal, Rob. le, of St. Aldate's 14 

Marchal, Walter le, of St. Pet-le-B 14 (5it) 

Marohaund, William 23 

Maxehaunt, mag. WilL 54 

Marches John &d la 13, 29, 30 

M«rche, RoK de la 8 

Marchia, Loois de 18 

Mare^ Henry de la 21 

Mares, Ihomaa 49 

MareschaL Hugh le 36 

Mareschall, John le 21, 39 

Mareschall, Robert le 20, 21 

Mareschat Stephen le 26, 36, 39 

MareechaL William le !... 29 

Martin, John 43, 45 (M»), 46 

Martyn, Six Henzy 61 

Martyn. John 44, 45, 46, 48 

Mason, Henry 44 

Mas<Mi, John 54 

Masoun, John le 34 

Mason, Laurence le 24 

Mason, Richard le 40 

Mason, Thomas 43 

Maufey, William 23, 24, 33 

Mawlev. John 74 

May, Alan 63 

May, John 35 

May, William 34*41 

Mayde, Robert 55 

Mayheu, Philip^ 54 

Meddebume. John 43, 44 (Mi), 46 

Medford, John 51 

Medley 9 

Mek, William, of St. Mary Mag 19 

Memeoan, Roger 15 

Meroere, Alice la. 7 

Mercer, Godfrey le, of St. Maiy's 51 

Mercer, Nic. le 52 

Meioer, 8im<Mi le 20 

Mercham, John 46, 55 

Mere, Geoffrey 28 

Merlynge. John 49 

Merton uall 36, 53 

Marion Hall, churchyard of * 38 

Merton, sclMMars of 78 

Merstone, Kicholaa de 27 

Mersion, Ric. de * 36 

Menh, William de, of Grope Lane 25 

Meiescharp, John * 5 

Metham, Aoger de 9 

Metiebume (see Meddebuzne) 

Mettebume, Peter 47 

Metteley, John 46 

Mey, John 20 

Middeley. John 47 

Milkesham, Rpbert 37 

Killer, Ifiohael tbe^ of St. Pet-in-B. 6 

MiUeward Blc le ,.. ^ 



Paoi. 

Milton, John de », 30 

Milton, Richard 61 

MUton, Robert de, of St Mary Mag 20 

MUton, Walter de 21 

Milton, Will de, of St. Mary's 13, 52 

Milward, John 42, 46 

Mixbury, John de 10 

Montgomery, mag. Bliae de 9 

Morden. WmUm de, of All Saints 25 

More, Thomas ' 33 

More, William atie. jun. 63 

Mote, WiUiam dela 25 (5wK 89, 31, 32 

Morem', Thos. de, of 8t Aldaie's 12, 51 

Morgan of Wales 49 

Mons, Henry - 47 

Moris^ John 81 

Mortimer. Roger de 8, 52 

Morton, John de 63 

Morion, Richard 45 

Morton, Ric. de, of St Aldate's 12 

Morion, Thos. de, of St Aldaie's 14 (M. 15 

Mortons, Cardinal •- 74 

Mouner, Stepthen le, d St Mich. N. 16, 17 

Muni, John 36 

Munl^ WilUam 30, 33 

Murthor, John 22 

Musselwyk, Hugh 53 

Mussewyke, Hugh 33 

Musierion, John de ^ 23» 36 

Musterione, WilL de 39 

Mutioui Richard de .'. 23 

Mycultone, Robert ., 45 

Mymeoan, John * 27, 39 

Mymekan, Alice 21 

Mjrmmes, Hugh 30, 31 

Mymmes, Thomas 45 

Nampion, Glib, de, of St Mioh. 8 14 

Kaeshe, Mariota Me, of Bt Mary Mag 44 

Nedlere^ Augustine le 53 

Neuschom, wiUiam de 3 

Neush<Mn, John de 9 

NeuboUe, Hen. de, of St Pet-le-B 10^ 14 (^) 

New Ckmege 49 

New Gate 58, 9, 63, 77 

Newcastle 38 

Newentone, Robert de ..^ < 27, 29 

Newentone, Roger de 36 

Neweport, John 38 

Newtone, Richard * 44 

Newynion, Robert de 24 

Neynnyl^ Fuloo 6 

Neyrimit, J 8 

Nichol, Hugh, of Binsey 18 

Nichol, John 7. 43 

Nichol, Thomas 46L 47, 63 

NoMe, John le 26, 41, 42 

Noble, Nicholas le 26, 35 

Noble. PhiUp le, of St Thomas IB 

Noble, WiUlam 60 

Noke, John atte 34 

North Gate 80 

Northam 42 

Northampton, David de 3 

Northbtoke. John 47 

Northern, WiUiam le 56 

Norihflete^ Richard de 32 

Nortbgate Hundred, bailiff of 43, 44, 51 

Northwode, mag. John ^ 71 

Northwode. Roger de 32, 34 

Norton, John deTof St Martin's 18, 24 

Norton, John 74 

N<nrton^ Bic de 43, 41 (M 

Hole, Jc^in d^ of Binsey 19 

MoiinghMB, WiUiam de 16^ 33 



Notnr. Mutln, M>a of Bob. le. Of St. lUvy's - Gl 
Notur, Bobflrtle Gl 



Kovawll. Patrick 

BublyTThomM 4* 

Oclfl, Andrew do .- 34 

Ocl«, Oolee, Hen. de, of St. Sbb»'s 10, 16, 28 

Oolo, HaU. ds, of St. Mioh. N. 18 

Ocle. Bob. de, ot AU Saints 8, 13 

Odiham. John de. Of SL Mary's 9 

Odvham. John de IS, £2 

OdyhMi. John de. of St. Hioh. ». W 

Offoid, Thomaa Bl 

OlBaI«, ThomaB d« 3» 

Okele, John do 37 

OUe, Bob. de, ot All Saiuta 6 

OUfsont H«U se, 23 

01a«ye, John de 34 

Oo. JiAn 2£ 

Ordel*, Jobn 46 

OTlyene, ThoB. de, of St Mich. B. IE 

Oflegodby, Adam de 22, 23 

Oagodeby, John de 12 

OBeney. abbot of Ifi, 31, 57, 43, «. 47, 77 

Oieoey, canon of 60 

Oioney, tithing ot the abbot ot 42 

OaeneyLJohn de 6, 8, 8 

Ottela, Williwn 2S 

OttewQtth, John BO 

OoremaiBter, Joha E4, 37 

Ou*yQge Bic. de 38 

Oveihe, Biohard 22 

Overton, Oeof. de ES, 31. 33 

0»«rton, NIo. do 6 

OTyog. Ridhard do 25 

Oweyo. David ab , 10 

Oxemord Ina .. 
Oieoford, ' 

Pacohe, i 

PadeboTf, John de ,. __ 

Paee, John 33, 48 

Paffrayman, John 4& 

Palmer, Williim 64 

Falmece, Stephen 64 

Palmere, William, of St. Hutin'a 54 

Pannoui, Klyas 48 

Parctaymyner. Bdward 43 

PBTcbemyDor, Bicbard 43 

Farehymynei. Thomaa 43 

Puis, Hamundug de 37 

Parii, Hillary de 16 

PariB, Biohard de ~ 16 

Pfciker. Biohard 1* BO 

" ihn 36. 38 

Trman 1« U 

)bert le 16 

«It«t l^ ot St. Muy'a 38, 61 

le „ 24 

e 37 

et 64 



.. 46. »7 



Paai. 

PetJe, Adam J* 

Peione, AgneB " 

Peioae, John 

Perone, Peter 

Petion. William, ot BinBey J? 

Pester, ilJverard le, of B, Mich, 6 12, 14 

Pestw^ BTetanl le, ot St. Pet. le B 17 

Petit, John le .. '" 



PeUt, Henry 1« --•■ "■■;:■., " 

Petlyna. Bobert S3, 37 (fiu). 38 

Petreaboigbe, Hen^ dj) " 



Pettypont (PetipundQ, Bim<Mi de, ot St. Mary's IS 

Pe^pount W. 5? 

Peutere <Peiiterei), Bog. le 38, »1 

Peynferthing Street ■- --■ *7 

P^ntour. Jrthn la -M, W 38 

Peyntonr. Will, la M. 32. 37 

Phelip-- •-'-- ^ ^ 

Philip, 

Pigge, John ■ 

ipikard, Hichard, of S. Pet.-in-E, 6 

Pillo. John ■ S 

PUlB, Michael 24 (Mr), SB, 27, 28, 31, 33, 37 

Pinke, William, ot St. GUes Jf 

Pinke, Dr. « 

Pironn, Boeer 36 

PJBtrino. Bio. do B2 

PlanteiOBe, John -■ 38 

Plomer. Adam le —56. « 

Plomer, John le. ot St. Mich. 8. .- K 

Plomer, John le -34, 40 

Plomer, WiU. le, ot 8. Mary'e 8 

Plomer Hall, in Qrauntpount 41 

Plommer, Srmon, ot Qrsmpound 48 

Plummer, Biohard - JO 

Plommer, Thomas ■■ *3 

Plwmpton, William de -M, 34 

Pocke, John ■ » 

Pokelynton, Hen. de, ot 8. Mjitb ,B 

Pollard, BichMd JJ 

Pont, 'Hugo JJ 

Pontfiayt, John •■ 

Pwe, Bobert. ot St Thomas J* 

Pope, WiUiMO fl 

Port, PhUip g 

Porter, John J? 

Porter, Biohard -- W 

Fortmaneyt, Portmeadon W, » 

Porte BSBigned, see Dow, Southampton, 
Winohelsea 

Potter, Alderman JO 

Potter, John J* 

Ponk, Matilda ■■ I* 

Pouk. Bichard -■ -B*. » 

Fouke, TbonHi, of St. OUea U 

Poake, WtUiam, of 81 CMlea ■■ » 

Ponk, William M. » 

Poul HaU '■ K 

Power, ThMnaa -3* 40, « 

Prett. Biohard « 

Principal of Woodoook HaU ■- O 

ProdhMiuns, John -48. S 

Praat John £ 

Pubbleabury. ITiohoIaa de U 

Politer. OeotfTOT « 

Pnnfold, Agnea g 

Pnntold, John ' ■-■■■ ™ 

Pnntele^ Bobett de 



Puaemer. ; 



41 



fuaemer, jaau ■_ " 

Ptiaw, ^^ill. do, Ot Bt. Bbbe's 10. 1} 

Pyohaid, Hugh » 

Pykard, ffichard - « 

Pyok^ ThoDiMi, of Sfc. OUet U 



XI. 



Paqb. 

PynBay 49 

Pyrie, Andrew de 6, 6, 62 

Pyry«» WilliAm de» of 8t Maxtin's 23 

Pyioun, Roger 86, 28 ((»•) 

Pyrton 25 

Quaking Bridge 50 

Qoedyntone <8ee Quenyntone) 

Queen'B College 48 

Queen Margaret 58 

Queenhythe, London 40 

Oweler, see Whelere 

Quenyntone, Bob. de^ of St. Martin's 

14 {bU\ 16, 17, 28 
Quenvntone, Walter de...23, 24, 26 (6w), 27, 31, 32 

Badclilfe. Mr., the Town Clerk 60 

Bagamulxyn, Biohard 33 

Bamsbury 42 

Batford. Bobert de 15 

Bede, Itobert 45 

Bedyng, John de 29, 30 (&mX 32, 40 

Beed. Adam, of 8. Pet. in B. 6, 12 

Bek Hall 35 

Bepone, Thomas 48 

Bewley, Abbey of 27, 44 

Bichard II. 77 

Bioote, John 48 

Bobert, John, son of 27 

Bobynson, James 60 

Bodeplonte, John 81 

Boger, John 39 

Boi. Hen. de, of 8. Pet in tB. 13 

Bolfe, Bichard 46 

Bollendright. Edmunde de, of St Ebbe a 14 

Bolves, Hugh, of Binsey 18^ 19 

Bome, see Bourne. 

Bos. Gilbert de. of St Bdward's 05, 51 

Bos, Hen. le, of All Saints 9 

Bose, Hugh 63 

Boule, Will, de 10 

Houlesham, Oeof. de 13 

Boulesham, Thomas de 13 

Bourne, John 47 

Bourne, Bobert j. 43, 46 

Bye, John 45, 46 

Bjnrer, Adam de la ^ 84 

Budesdone, John de 38 

Bussel, Geoffrey 29 

Bussel. Hugh 9 

BusBell, John 5 

Buasell, Bobert. of St Mich. N. 17 

Bussell, Bobert^ of 1^ Pet le B. 17 

Bussell, Bobert 10 

Bussell, William 36, 37, 39 

Bydeedale, John de 31 

Iqrpon, John de 9, 38 

Sadeler. Gilbert le 29, 40 

Sadeler, Hugh 51 

Sadeler, John 46, 47 

St Aldate. William de, of St Pet le B 14 

St Frideswyda, Bic. de, of St Aldate's 14 

St John, Bobert 25 

St Mor, Bobert de 23 

St Aldate's Church 15 

St Benedict, Monks of, at Oxford 14 

St Edmond halle, in St Pet in B. 55 

St Frideswyde. Church of 49 

St. Prides wlde^B Church, burglary of 61 

St Prideewide's, Chapel of St Mary at 71 

St. Frideswide's, a light of the baibers at "^i 

St Frideswide. gate of 15 

St Frideswide, pi^sh of 45 

St Frideswide^ prior of ...■ 53, 55 

8t Frideswyde's, canon of 51 

St, Frideswide, priory of. 24, 40, 51, 72, 74 



Pagx. 

St George, ohapel of 50 

8t Giles^e chuich 45 

St I«aurence Hall 30, 56 

St {Martin, church of 38 

St Martin's, parish clerk of 14 

St. Mary, church of 6 

St Mary, ohapel of. at Smith Gate 82 

St Michael's, tower of 81 

St. Michael's, North, parson of 29 

St Miohael'B Church at North Gate 9, 12 

8t Michael at South Gate, church of 58 

St Mlldrid, ohurch of 28 

St Nicholas, chapel of 58, 63 

St Nicholas Yard 63 

St Peter'fl Hall 37 

St Bichard's Hall 35 

St Stephen's Hall, in St John's parieh 36 

Salesbury, John de 37 

Salasbury, Michael 54 

Saltwayn, John 15 

Saluciis, (Boniface de 8 

Samplar, Martin le 51 

Sartre, Thomas 46 

Sarum, Adam de a 11 

Sarum, Thomas de 11 

Saucer Hall 21 

Saucer, Geoffrey le 34 

Saucer, John le 53 

Saucer, Bob. le, of S. Mildrid's 9 

Saundene, J<^n de 36 

Saunders, William 53 

Saundresdone, Nicholas 47 

Sawyer, Bichard le 26 (Mt) 

SawyereT William ..: 37 

Saxtom, John de 25 <Mi), 28, 29 

Beheld Hall in Kibald St U 

Scheldhall 16 

Sohephurde, Nia le, of St Mich. S 14 

Scherman, John le 15 

Scherman, Pet^ le 81 

Schereman, Boger le 24 

School Street 3, 10, 20 

Schoveler, William le 15 

Schrider, John 48 

Sohrider, Juliana 48 

Schrovesbury, John de 38 

Sclatter, Henry le 15, 3J 

Sclattere^ John 44 

Sclattere, Balf 44, 47 

Selattere, Thomaa 48 

Soot, Geof., of St. Aldate*s 12, 40 

Soot, Symon, of St Mary's 51 

8ootte» Henry 48 

Sootte, William 49 

Scrym, William 43 

Seaoourt 33 

Seint mor, Bobert de 28 

Seler, Peter le, of S. Mazy's 9 

Selere, John le 38 

Selewode, Bichard 59, 74 

Sellford, Simon, of St Aldate's 14 

Soman, John 69 

Seterton, Thomaa 54 

Sucworth, Bichard de 24, 28, 29 

Seward. John 46 

Seynt Johan. Bobert 28, 31 

Shallford, Bobert de 31 

Sharp, John 41 

Shaw, John 47. 48. 49, 68. 60 

Sheldon, John de 31. 32 (Mt), 34, 37 

Shelton, John de 53 

Sherebume, John de, of St Mich. N. 14 

Shereman, Peter le 39 

Shoreman, i^o• le 40 



...a^, 31 

...18, IE 
9, », 41 
ftw), 38 



BkjoiMie, Nfaibolu U H 

GlnaneT, Beglutld 1» 39 

Bkyniwre, ^o. le 31 

akynnsFe, ThmaaB H 

Sbmner, W«lt«r I« SL % 3S tbM 

Bkyniw^ William le ■ «, a, 3S, « 

Smart, Tbomat H 

Smlthgato 6, lOt n 

Bmyth, Adam U 

SmjUi, Henn 1« SI 

Smjth, John 44, 40 

Smrtli, John 1« ,. 39 

Smyth, Hlohael 41. 4i!, 43 (U«), 44, 46 



SmjUi, Bofi«r 1« ., 



44, 4a 



SnowdoiM, John d* 90 

Soamtosd^olm de S3 

Sometset, ThcmM ~ E4, SB 

Someitoii, Bog«r do .•..•... 33 

6op«r, H«iii7 I« U 

Bonth Biidg«, lepalivd In 10E8 81 

Border. John 47 

Both, Itdm B,»9M,27,a (N*), es, 31, 38 

Souldem 41 

Soutte, Bio. le 38 

South ««te 16, SB 

South LeiBh E7 

Southam. lobn de 38 

Bontbwnptoa 38, 4& 46 

epalding, Adam de 3— • 



Bpaldi: 
^di 
SiAldi: 
Bpftldi 

Spsma, ' 

Spans, J<ri)a _ 

Bperank, John 31, 3T ((»> 

Sploet, 7<diD la 36 

wioet, Biobaid le tt 

Bpioer'i B«U 30 

Spcilei«, OUm le 33, 41 

Bporiwe, Tidm 1« S3 

Siwrieie, aae flpniier 



Faok. 

Bpur, John, taflour "-- 44 

SpurW.^hBrt le BS, a, 36, 40, 41 

Bpyoeie, John 64 

Bp7Cer, John, of SL Harlin'a S4 

Spynneslere, Blannden la B3 

SUflord, John de, of St. Mary'a 13, 62 

8t»fIord,_John (IMe) 43 

Stamp, Hugh, of WalloD In 

StannaTeJ^olm de ES, 28, 31, 3S (Ki> 

8taolsk«,llikomae de 23, 27, 28, 31, M 

Stanlake, Will, de 63 

Stanlake, WUUmq 44 

Stanlave, Thoe. de 41 

Stantoiie, John 46 

Stapalton, John, son of Hilo do EO 

Star Inn 64, «S 

StBidhope, Bobert 48 

Staundan, John de 21, ES 

Stawnfotd. John de t3 

Staunton Hall 3* 

Staunton, John de 39 

Staunton, John de. o( Leiceatei 38 

Slannton, p«t«r d& of 8. llartio's 10 

Btaunlone, Riofaard, luller 44 

Staunton, Boger 64 

BUuoton, Thoinu de, ot St Mich. N S, 17 

Steker, rieniy te « 

Steward, William 4S 

StidMbarie, Franoli 74 

StUe. Bobert 48 

Sto^wetl Street 2S, 38, 47, 50, 68 

BtoakweU Street, district of 4S 

Stodle, Bogei BJ 

Btodleghe, John de 3E, 63 

etodlev, Henry de 39 

Stok HiU 18 

Stoke, Balf de, <rf St Martin's 17, 61 

Stokea, Eiohard de B9 

Stoke, Bobert de 80, El. 63 

Btoke, 'William de, of St. Hloh. N. 16, 17 

Stokenohnroh, B«lf de, o( All Salnle 13 

Slompe, Jdbn 43 

Stonote, Baldwin de IS 

Stooor, John de 28 

Btonrton, WilL de, 4rf St. Uary'a U, 19 

Stratford, John SB 

Stratford, Bichard de IS, 80 

Stmtton. Bobait de S3 

Stratttm, Will, de 31, 36 

StNta, Bdmnnd 4T 

Btrete, Henry by the 36 

Strete, Henry ktt* W 

Streta, Jolm de 80 

Btrete, Bobert 41 

Stcynger, Rlobud 44 

StnmiT, William 61 

Btuwardeamtn, William 44 

Styvynrtoa, Jolm 64 

Stymro, John 4B 

ftimpter. WilL !• 41 

Suter, Adam le 30 

Suthfo^k, John de 8 

Sotor, Henry, <A BL ntomaa 13 

SutOT, John, ot St. Fet-le-B. 10 

Butor, Blohard. of St EMm'b 10 

Sutton, Berk* 87 

Sutton, Adam de, ot St. Uioh. H 9, 14 

Sutton, Heniy de 18 

Sutton, Rlohaid de, ot St. iHaiy Mmg. 10 

Sutton, Kloluud de 

__ ES <6u), 89. 30, 33, », 36, 37, 38, 41 

Sutton, William de EE 

Bwanebonine, John de «. sa 32. 38. 64 

awwMboame, John de, in St. Sdward'a 3t 



XIK. 



Bweyn, William 87 

Bwyneford, Roger de 23, 28, 36, 38 

BwYneshuilew Xohn de 32 

Svdenbun, John 48 

Tabard, Henry 37, 41 
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